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IIpoioyog
‘Hrtav apyég Iovviov tov 2008 6tav €hafa éva TmAE@OVNUO GYETIKE pe TO UEAAOV TOV
ouvvevtevéemv Tov Xtatiotikoy [lepiokomion. Ot cuvevtenéels elyav Eekivioel oto tevyog 11
(OxtoPproc-Noépupprog tov 2004) pe 1t ovvévievén tov Emitypwov Ilpoédpov tov EXI
Kabnyntm ®Ogoprhov Kakoviiov kol cuveyiotnkoyv oto tedyog 22 (Defpovdprog 2007) pe
tov Kabnynm leopylo Povcoa. O cuvadehpog Zipog Meivtdvng eixe avaldfer 1o 6lov
eyyelpnua pe e€oupetikn emrvyio. Xto TNAEpovnUe Tov EAdfo amdvinoa apécwmc OtTL ot
ouvevtebEelg eival 6to HVOAd Hov OAAG dgv €y TpoAdfet axopo (Mpovv ekdOHTNG TOL
[epiokomiov yio éva HOAIG aKOONUATKO €TOC) Vo opyavmbd. Apécmg OMA®GO, ETOWOG Vo
avoAdPo to Béua kar gimo: «@a 10 EEKVGH apécmc. AAAG TOloG €ival 0 EMOUEVOC GTN
oelpd;». ATd v GAAN dxpn g Ypouung Npde n amdvinon: «ua euotkd o Koplog Kovvidey.
To tiepavnua teleinoe ekel. MOAG ékdelcao to THAEPwvo NEepa akplPac Tt NOera va
KAVD: auTo aKpifmg Tov £YETE GNUEPH UTPOOTA GOC. AgV TPOKELTOL ATAG Y10 L0 GUVEVTEVLEN
0AAG Yo €va apEpopa. BéBata €xovv mponyndel modd onuavtikd aglepodpota otov Kdpilo
Kouvvid 6nw¢ to AteBvég Xuvédplo mpog T Tov ov dopyavmdnke otnv A6nva to 2003 and
toug X. Xaparoumion, X. Kovkovfivo, X. Mwvoociddn, T. [Homouwdavvov kai J. Seberry
KaOADG Kol TO €101KO TEHYOG TOL EMGTNUOVIKOL TepLodikov Metrika to 2005 (guest editors: A.
M. Dean ka1 Ch. Koukouvinos). Xpetdomrav £€n 0AOKANPOL UNVEC Vo GLYKEVTP®OEL OAO TO
VAKS Yo To apiEpoua avtd. Ot dvBpomol mTov cuvéParav gival avapibuntot. Tlpénel kat’
apydG vo. evyaploTNom OgproOTOTO OAOVE OCOVG GLVEICEPEPAY OTNV €kdoon avt. Emiong
TPEMEL VO EVYOPLOTHO® Beppd Yo T peydAn Pondela tovg v ka. Xévie Kovvid, v ka.
Martiva Kappoon, to cuvadeloo Midtiddn Xolkid kot TEAOG TO GUVOMIANTH LoV G’ EKEIVO
TO TNAEQPOVT|LLOL TOV TTEPpOCUEVO Tovvio, Tov Kabnynm k. ®edeiro KdakovAio 510TL av dgv pov
glye MAepmvnoet eketvn ™ pépa avto o eyyeipnpa dev Ba eixe moté mpayparonombel. Oco
Yo TOV 1010 TOV TIUAOUEVO VO TPAYUOTO SLOTICTOVOVIOL APEVOS Hev OTL etvar EapeTIKA
ayonntog (KTl Tov UaAAov 6A0L TO YVoPILaUE), AQETEPOL OE OTL EIVAL ... KTAVTOYOV TOPMDVH
(k4T TOL PAAAOV OAOL TO VTOYILOUAOTE).

AMEEavopoc Kapaypnyopiov

Preface

It was early June of 2008 when I received a phone call with regard to the future of the
interviews of Statistical Periscope. The interviews had begun in issue 11 (October-November
2004) with the interview of the Honorary Chairman of GSI Professor Theofilos Kakoullos
and were continued in issue 22 (February 2007) with Professor George Roussas. Simos
Meintanis had undertaken the whole task with great success. In the call that I received I
answered immediately that the interviews were in my mind but I did not had yet the time (I
was editor of Periscope for hardly one academic year) to get organized. Immediately though I
declared ready to undertake the issue and I said: «I will begin immediately. But who is next in
line? ". From the other end of line the answer came clear: "Naturally, Professor Kounias". The
call ended immediately after that. As soon as I hang up I knew precisely what I wanted to do:
what precisely you have today in front of you. It is not just an interview but rather a homage.
Of course there are very important events dedicated to Prof. Kounias like the International
Conference in his honor which was organized in Athens in 2003 by Ch. Charalambides, Ch.
Koukouvinos, Ch. Moyssiadis, T. Papaioannou, and J. Seberry and the special issue of the
scientific journal Metrika in 2005 (guest editors: A. M. Dean kot Ch. Koukouvinos). It took
me more that six months to collect the material. The individuals that help to put all this
together are innumerable. I should first thank all those who contributed to this publication.
Also 1 should express my appreciation for their enormous help Mrs. Sonia Kounias, Mrs.
Matina Kamvisi, my colleague Miltiadis Chalikias and finally my interlocutor in that call last
June, Professor Theofilos Kakoullos because if it had not been for him this task would have
never been materialized. As for Prof. Kounias, two are the main conclusions that could be
drawn, on one hand that he is so loved by all (something that we all knew) and on the other
that he is ubiquitous (something that we all suspected).

Alex Karagrigoriou
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Stratis Kounias
His Life and Career

Chronis Moyssiadis
Professor of Statistics, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

I am very glad to be given the opportunity to talk about the Life and the Career
of my teacher, friend and colleague or merely the statistician Prof. Stratis Kounias.

Prof. Stratis Kounias was born on May 22“d, 1936, in the small town of
Leonidion about 200 km south of Athens, where he took his primary and secondary
education. He is the third of the four children of George and Sophia Kounias. In 1953
he entered the Mathematics Department of the University of Athens from where he
graduated in 1957 with honors. After his military service for 28 months in the
Airforce, he worked for a while (1960-61) as a teacher in secondary school and as an
assistant in the Mathematics Department of the University of Athens. In 1961 he won
a scholarship from the Greek Scholarship Foundation for graduate studies. He went to
Manchester, England where he received his diploma in Statistics in 1962 and his Ph.D
in Mathematical Statistics in 1965. The Ph.D thesis entitled “Some Problems in
Statistical Control Theory” was written under the supervision of Professor P. Whittle.
In the meantime (1963) he got married to Sonia Katsigris. They have two children,
George and Sophia.

Prof. Stratis Kounias had the following academic positions:

< Research Associate (1965-66), Department of Statistics, John Hopkins
University, Maryland, USA.

<> Assistant Professor (1966-68), Department of Statistics, University of
Connecticut, Storrs Conn, USA.

<> Assistant Professor (1968-71), Department of Mathematics and
Statistics, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

X Associate Professor (1971-76), Department of Mathematics and
Statistics, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

<> Professor (1976-88), Department of Mathematics, Aristotle University
of Thessaloniki, Greece.

> Professor (1988-2003), Department of Mathematics, University of
Athens, Greece

< Professor Emeritus (2003- ), University of Athens, Greece

<> Visiting Professor (2003-04 and 2007-09), Department of Mathematics
and Statistics, University of Cyprus.

It was in 1976 when he was elected in the Department of Mathematics at the
University of Thessaloniki as a Professor in the 3" Ordinal Chair of Mathematical
Science. At that time I was a graduate student in this department working as an
assistant on Mathematical Analysis. After the election of Stratis Kounias, I was very
lucky to collaborate with him assisting him in the course of Probability. This
collaboration was so fascinating that made me change my initial topic and start
studying in the area of experimental designs under his supervision. I think I never
regretted that. The personality and the work of Prof. Kounias was determinative for
the Department of Mathematics at Thessaloniki. New courses in Mathematical
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Statistics, Linear Programming, Operation Research etc., were introduced and an
Applied Mathematics direction was originated. The research potential of Stratis
Kounias at that time was huge. Many people received their Ph.D. in this period under
his supervision: K. Bagiatis (1979) (the former Rector of the University of Thessalia),
E. Bora-Senta (1980), C. Moyssiadis (1981), T. Chadjipantelis (1985), N. Farmakis
(1985), C. Koukouvinos (1988) and K. Sotirakoglou (1989). Four of them are now
full professors and the rest Assistant or Associate Professors. He also co-supervised
with me the work of S. Chadjiconstantinidis. He also supervised the thesis of the
Italian Luigi Salmaso (1998), who had come for one year, as an Erasmus student, at
the University of Athens and Miltiadis Chalikias (2007).

Before coming to Thessaloniki he had supervised three more persons: B.R.
Gulati at the University of Connecticut (1969), C.I. Petros, at McGill University,
Montreal (1975) and Chr. Panagiotopoulos, at the University of Athens (1976), where
Stratis Kounias spent a year (1975-76) as a Visiting Professor. Dr. Panagiotopoulos is
now professor at the University of Piraeus.

Professor Kounias has also supervised more than 30 graduate students for their
master degree (four at McGill University and the rest at the University of Athens).

Prof. Stratis Kounias published a number of Books on Probability Theory,
Statistics, Linear Programming and Applied Regression Analysis. Some of them,
especially the first book on Probability and Statistics (1977) and the one on Linear
Programming (1985), shaped the teaching of Probability, Statistics and Linear
Programming at the University of Thessaloniki. He also published numerous papers in
international scientific journals. Using the Mathematical reviews classification and the
contents of the papers, one can classify these papers in four categories. We’ll analyze
shortly these categories in order to reveal the research interests of Prof. Kounias:

¢ Fourteen papers ([1]-[14]') were published on Bonferroni Bounds and
Probabilistic Inequalities.

The Bonferroni Bounds problem is to find upper or lower bounds for the
probability of the union (or some other set function) of a finite set of arbitrary
events under limited information. Stratis Kounias started studying this
problem, early in 1968, trying to find better bounds. Working with Marin J.,
using some results from his study on relative inequalities and facing the
Bonferroni Bounds problem as a Linear Programming problem, they attained
some better bounds in 1976. Some years later, about 1987, his interest on this
topic renewed and working with Kiki Sotirakoglou, they improved the
Bonferroni and the Sobel-Uppuluri bounds, as well. In 1998 he revisited the
area and compared the Poisson approximation with the Bonferroni bounds.
¢ Nineteen papers ([15]-[33]) were published on Experimental Designs.

In the 60s, Kiefer in a series of papers studied the Optimal Design Problem.
Fedorov, Wynn, Atkinson and other researchers made significant contributions
on this subject. The optimal discrete designs were known for a few values of
the parameters. The development of algorithms and of combinatorics and the
great development of the computers gave, that time, new impulse in the
discrete optimization. Stratis Kounias worked on such topics with almost all of
his students. Most of them centered on the construction of D- and A-optimal
designs for different cases, or to prove that such designs are not attainable.

" The numbers refer to Kounias’ publication list on page 37
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Some of them deal with G-optimality, with optimality of Latin Squares or with
optimization under special conditions. It is important to note that the research
on the topics on this and the following category is continued not only by the
“sons” or ‘“daughters” of Stratis Kounias, but also by many of his
“grandchildren”.

¢ Twenty-four papers ([34]-[57]) were published on Combinatorial topics.

Kounias’s interest for the study of combinatorial topics grew with his work on
the experimental designs. He worked with many of his students on Orthogonal
Arrays, on Difference Sets, on Hadamard matrices, on Golay sequences etc.
The work of Jennifer Seberry gave a new impulse to the research team under
Kounias’s supervision. Two of the members of this team (Chadjipantelis and
Koukouvinos) visited Prof. Seberry in Australia. This collaboration proved
very productive.

¢ There are a number of papers ([58]-[68]) on Miscellaneous topics. A number of
these are about optimal bounded control which was the topic of the Ph.D.
thesis of Stratis Kounias. There are also papers on time series, on econometric
topics, etc.

¢ He has also published a lot of papers in proceedings of conferences or in various
miscellaneous journals.

Prof. Stratis Kounias has taught many courses in different countries and
different universities. He was always available to answer questions to his students and
to collaborate with them in order to clarify all the difficult points.

Prof. Stratis Kounias spent o lot of time in participating in University administrative
positions. Indeed, in 1982 a new law for Higher Education passed which changed the
outdated University Structure. Stratis Kounias was the first Head of the Department of
Mathematics, for three years, at the University of Thessaloniki. At the same time he
was elected as Vice-rector of Academic Affairs at the University of Thessaloniki for
three years. He was also Head of the Department of Mathematics for seven years at
the University of Athens.

Prof. Kounias also participated in many committees of different institutions, unions
etc. So, he has been for two years president of the Greek Mathematical Society, two
years president of the union of the academic staff of the Greek Universities and seven
years president of the Greek Statistical Institute. He has also been for two terms town
councilor in the Municipality of Leonidion, and for many years candidate,
unfortunately without success, for the Greek Parliament. He has also been for many
years member or vice-president in the Greek Committee for International Détente and
Peace. As vice-president of this committee he participated as witness in the “trial”
against Bill Klinton for the bombing of Yugoslavia, which was held in New York in
2000.

13



14



Yovévrevén pe tov X. Koovia

Meite pog Aiya Aoywo Yo TO VEOVIKG GOG
xpoOVIa.

I'evwinka 610 Agwvidio to 1936, 6mov Ko Ty
oto Anpotiké 10 1941. Amd6 10 Tvuvéoio
Aeovidiov amopoitmoa 1o 1953. To idw0 £€tog
&0woa e&etdoelg 610 Modnpoatikd Tunpo Tov
Moavemompiov Abnvov. To tufua Bo dexdTav
100 porttég oALd oTic e€etdoelg T0 ZemtéuPpn
métoyov 32, d1ott o A. Kdanmog mov giye EABel mg
kafnyntig éPake  dvokoro  Bépata. Etot
Eavaywav efetdoelg tov lavovdpro 1954 «ai
mETVY OV GALOL 64.

To Acgwovidio sivor pio Kopomoin pe 3500
Kkatoikovg, 10 Kévipo g Toakwvidg, 6mov ot
KATOUKOL LIAOVGOV TNV TGOK®OVIKT didAekto. O
matépoc pov eixe Piployaptonmieio kol To
nmpaktopeio epnuepidmy. Ot epnuepideg Epyoviav
pe koikt omd tov Ilepond, dpopog mpog Adnva
dev  vmnpye, Kkatackevdomnke 1o 1960.
Onwodnmote To. YpoévVia ekelva MNTAV  OPKETA
d0oKOAD AOY® TNG KATOYNG Kol TOV EULPDALOL TOV
aKolovOnoeE.

Ieite pag Aya Loyra yio T QOITNTIKG 6Og
ypovia; Tlowvg kaOnyntéc siyote; Ilorovg
CVPPOITNTESS

Amd 10 Mabnpatiko g Abnvag arogoitnoa tov
Oxktoppro 1957 pe apota (8.5). Meta&y tov
kafnyntov pog Ntov o Kdmmog mov pog €kave
Avédlvon, o Ilamaiodvvov  Mnyovikny, o
dovoiivng AryeBpa, o Mapikag 'ewpetpio kot o
Zapavtonoviog [IpoPoiwn T'ewpetpio. Dvowd
v IIiBavotteg 1 Zrotiotikn ovte Aoyoc. Elyapue
opmg axovoel 6Tt 0 Kovéddog mov €kave TOTE
ppovtiotNpn  €lye Kdaver  Yonyeola  oTIg
[Mbovotnres.

¥t0 1010 €t0g pe gUEva NTOV KOl O ATOGTOAOG
Xoatlnonuog, o omoilog elye mETOXEL TNV
TPONYOVUEVT YPOVId aAAd Eexivinoe pali pog. Xe
peyoADTEPO £TN NTAV Ol XTEAMOG AVOPENdAKTS,
Taoog MdAilog, Ilaviog 'ewpyiov, Tudpyog
Povoocag. Xe pukpdtepa €tm Mtov ot ZTpdTog
Toahavne, Aewvidag Tolitoag, Dpédog
[Momayyélov.

Teler®vovtog To MaOnpoTiké TL KAVATE;

IMpioa 6t0 Aewvidlo kat Ekava EPOVTIGTAPLO GE
pantég  Topvociov. Tov  Ampido 1958
TOPOVGLICTNKA OTO KEVIPO Katdtatng otnv
Kopwvbo, omov pe tomobétnoav oty agpomopia.
Maoag myov ot @gocalovikn yio eKmaidguon Kot
petd tomoBenOnka oto Totdi, wg apyounviag
OLKOVOLLLKOV, VINPETNGO GLUVOALKA 32 HUNVEG.
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A Conversation with S. Kounias

Tell us a few things about your young years.

I was born in Leonidion in 1936, where I went to
school in 1941. From Leonidion High school I
graduated in 1953. The same year, I took the
entrance exams for the Mathematics department
of the University of Athens. The department was
accepting 100 students every year but in
September only 32 passed the exam because Dr.
D. Kappos who had just arrived as a Professor,
gave a difficult exam. Thus a new exam took
place in January 1954 and 64 more students
succeeded.

Leonidion is a town of 3500 inhabitants, the
centre of Tsakonia, where the residents speak the
Tsakonian dialect. My father had a bookstore and
the newspapers agency. The newspapers came by
boat from Piraeus; road to Athens did not exist; it
was built in the 60’s. In any case, those years
were very difficult because of the occupation and
the civil war that followed.

Tell us a few things about your University
years? What professors did you have? What
classmates did you have?

From the Mathematics Department I graduated in
October 1957 with honors. Among my professors
were Kappos in Analysis, Papaioannou in
Mechanics, Fousianis in Algebra, Brikas in
Geometry and Sarantopoulos in Projective
Geometry. As for Probability or Statistics
absolutely nothing. We had heard however that
Kanellos who at that time was giving private
lessons, had submitted his Thesis in Probability.

One of my classmates was Apostolos Hadjidimos
who had passed the entrance exam the previous
year but started the same year as I did. Stelios
Andreadakis, Tasos Mallios, Pavlos Georgiou,
and George Roussas were in senior years. Stratos
Galanis, Leonidas Tsitsas and Fredos Papangelou
were in junior years.

What did you do after finishing your
studies?

I returned to Leonidio and gave some private
lessons to High school students. In April 1958 1
joined the airforce for my army duty. I went to
Thessaloniki for the basic training and then went
to airforce base in Tatoi, as staff sergeant. My
service lasted 32 months.



Y10 Swotmuo 1952-1961 aoyoinbnka pe tov
KAoowo obAnTicud, elyope OMUIOVPYNOEL GTO
Aewvidlo po KoAn oupddo Kot UETElYOUE ©F
Hovapkaducode ayoveg otnv  Tpimodn, o€
[opmelomovvnolokovg o1 ZRAPTN, ElYOUE
OpYOVMGEL  ETNOOVE  aydveg oTifov  o©TO
Aewvidro, kabe [aoya, To «Acwvideioy.

Exeivn v emoyn elyov moAd peydin mépacn ot
Mnyovikoi AOy® TNG avOlKOdOUNGONG TG YDPIS.
To E. M. IloAvteyveio Emaupve kabe ypdvo Alyovg
omdPOITOVG TOV MoOnpatikoo, OV
KOTOTAOOOVTOV 6T0 20 £10C, UETA and eEETACELS.
‘Edwoa ko eyd efetdoeic to ZentéuPpro 1960,
petald v Lonuatoy mov Enpene Vo EEETACTM
NTAV KOl TO UNYAVOAOYIKO GYEOI0 KOL U1 £XOVTOG
mpoeTolaotel to  €kava Bdlacca. ‘Etor m
vdBeom IMolvteyveio tedeimae doo&a.

Amd tov Oktofpro 1960 mov amorbnka and tnv
aepomopia,  €Kovo apylka padnuo oe  éva
wotkd [vpvacio oto Mooydto, peTd Eywva
Bon0og tov Kdammov ko yia éva e&aunvo didaa,
pue oovupaon, oto A Tvuvdoio appévev oty
MGk

Apyég tov 1961 10 Idpvpa  Kpatikov
Yrotpopiov (IKY) mpoxnpvée 7 vrotpopieg e
ewikevon v Owovopkn Avémtuén, oOmov
eEetalOpoote  OTNV OVAALGON KOl GTO, YEVIK
pobnuotikd. To Mdawo tov 1961 édmoa eetdoelg
Tig omoieg mépaoa pe e&aipeon v e&étaon ota
AyyAika. ‘Etot 60 10 Kolokaipt
napakolovOnoco  pobnuato  AyyAMkov  mov
dopydvooe 1o IKY eved mapdiinia dxovya yio
gEdoxnon, o1o PodOE®VO TO TPOYPOLLON TOV
BBC, yia ekpabnon tov ayylMkov. Telikd to
YentéuPplo mépaca ko TV g€étaom  TOV
AyyAMKdv.

Hog emAé€ate va mate oto Manchester;
Hog Ntav Ta xpévie oto Manchester;

Eiyo «xdver aitmon oto Ilavemomuo tov
Manchester otnv AyyAio. Ztnv Apepikn nTav
TOAD axpifotepa kot YU owtd to IKY mpotipodoe
va, nyaivovv ot vrotpoot e Tlavemoma g
Evponmne. ‘Eywa dextdg oto Ilavemiomuo tov
Manchester kot AOY® TG VITOTPOPIOG HOL T yQ
ot ZyoAnn Owovopk®v tov  Manchester.
Apywoa vo mapokolovbmd Sworéels oe pébBodo
simplex kot @A akotavonta.  Exel
TAnpopopnOnka 0Tl ot0 TURMO Moafnuatikodv
vrdpyer topéag Xtatiotikng. Etor miyo ko
ocuvvdvinoo tov Peter Whittle , omoiog poAig siye
avaAdPer kobnyntg oto Tuquo Kot QLGIKA
ypewlotay  poumtég  agovy  glxye povo 2
petamtuylokovg v  Diploma.  Tovug dvo
TPOTOVG UNVeEG oTIG OwwAéEelg  KataAdfotva
eEAAIOTO TTPAYILOTOL.
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During the period 1952-1961 I was involved in
sports; we had created in Leonidio a good track
and field team and participated in Panarkadian
games in Tripoli and in Panpeloponissian games
in Sparta; we also organized annual track and
field games in Leonidion, every Easter, the
“Leonideia”.

During that period engineers were very popular
due to the reconstruction of the country. National
Technical University of Athens (NTUA) accepted
each year some Mathematics graduates after
examinations. [ took the exams in September
1960; among the courses was engineering
drawing were I failed since I had not prepared at
all. Thus the possibility with NTUA ended
abruptly.

After I was released from the army in October
1960, I taught initially in a private High school in
Moschato, afterwards I became assistant to Prof.
Kappos at the University of Athens and for a
half-year period I taught, on contract, in the 1%
Boy High School in Plaka.

In Early 1961, the National Scholarship
Foundation (IKY) announced 7 scholarships on
specialization in Economic Growth for which the
candidates had to take exams in Analysis and
General Mathematics. In May 1961 1 took the
exams and passed with the exception of the
examination in English. Thus during that summer
I attended courses in English organized by IKY
while at the same time, | was listening for
practice to the BBC program on the radio. Finally
in September I passed the English exam.

How did you choose to go to Manchester? How
where years there?

I had applied to the University of Manchester in
England. Due to the high cost in the States, the
Scholarship Foundation preferred European
Universities for its scholars. I was accepted in
Manchester and due to my scholarship I went to
the Faculty of Economics. I started attending
classes on simplex method and other
incomprehensible topics. There I was informed
about the Statistics section of the Department of
Mathematics. Thus I went and met Peter Whittle
who had just arrived in the Department and
naturally needed students since he had only 2
postgraduates for  Diploma. During the first
months in the lectures, I was able to understand
very few things.



To IKY ékoave dektd T0 aitnud pov yio aAloyn
TUMHOTOG Kal £Totl KatéAn&a otn Ztoatiotikn. Tnv
0o emoyn Mrtav dwdokoviec exel kot ot D.
Silvey, M. Priestley, V. Barnet gve éxavov
owaktopikd pe emiPiémovta tov D. Silvey o
Neolniavdog G. Seber kat o Ivddg AAL, o omoiog
onuepa givar otn Zaovdikn Apafia. Tov emduevo
xpovo MABav kot ot Mavvng Bepmvng kot A.
Aopmpaxng.

Y10 Manchester téleiwoa npdta To Diploma to
1962 kot petd €ywva, deKTOC Yo SIOUKTOPIKO, LE
empPrémovta.  tov  kafOnynt Peter Whittle.
Epydotka omnv neployn tov optimal stochastic
control, TéAeiwoa 10 1965, amd TO S1OAKTOPLKO
dnuooievca 3 epyaocisc.

Kotd ™ Oowpkewn ekméviong Tov
OLBUKTOPIKOV ©ac, mavipevtnkote. Htav o
YOG 60.C KaOOLOV TEPLTETELMONG;

Me m Z6vio yvopllopactoy TPV TO® CTNV
AyyMao, tng éxava ppovtiotiplo 0 1956. ducwkd
N oAAnioypoeio 6co amovciala otnv AyyAia
NTaV TOAL TEPLOPIGHEVT] S10TL B TO pabatve OAo
10 Yopd. Moévo o Tayvdpopoc to yvopile, o
omoiog HUAAMOTO oL £YPOoPE TAV® GTO (QAKELO
«g18 cov Ztpatr|, Nikogy.

To 1963 emnéotpepo amd 710 Manchester
GLONPOSPOUIKMG VIOl TO YOUO. XTO XKOMO, Elye
yivelr évag peydlog GEIGUOGC Kol 0 KOGHOG NTOV
O0Mo¢  avaotatoc. To 1Tpévo oTOUAINGE KoL
Katéfnko - va  whp®  KATL  YIOPUAdEC  UE
OTOTELECUO HECH OTNV OVOOTATMOOT VO ¥AGm TO
Tpaivo, Léca 6T0 omoio giyo aPNoEL TV TOAVIQ
LoV e TO daPaTiplo, T EIGLTHPLO, TO (PN LOTO
Kot po PaAitoo pe OAEG LOV TIG ONUEIDCELS Yo
T0 OW0KTOPIKO OAAGL KOU TO  YOUTPLATIKO
KOVLGTOVUL OV &iyor ayopdcel amd Ty Ayyia.
Otav teMkd éptaca oto cuvopa Bprika Pévo v
TolvVTO POV oL E€lyav KPOTHGEL Ol OpYES. TNV
EMédo avalnmmooa ) Paiitoo pov 6to otabpd
GpiEng oAAG dev  Ppébnke, eiya Pdret Ko
avakoivoon otnv gpnuepida ta Néa. Tedwd o
TaTéPAG HOL E0M0E YPNUOTO Kol ayOpaco GAAO
KOVLGTOVUL Y10, TO YAU0. Metd 1o ydpo yvpicape
mAéov pali pe t Zdvio cldMnpodpoKdS otV
AyyMo. Kévape po otdon oto Ilapict, 6mov
ntav apkerol ‘EAAnvec pountég, A. Koykétomo,
A. TTovayuwtomoviog k.o Mag erao&évnoov o
Bpadid ot cite universitaire. Xto Manchester
vevwnnke o Tuopyog 10 1964, yopig vo
KaTafAAOVUE XPALOTE SLOTL VIAPYE TO TEPIPNUO
Bpetavikd cvoTnua WTPtkng TepiBoiymc.
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IKY accepted my transfer and that is how I ended
up in Statistics. During that period, D. Silvey, M.
Priestley, and B. Barnet were among the faculty
members. Also the New-Zealander G. Seber and
the Indian Ali who’s today in Saudi Arabia, were
working for their PhDs under the supervision of
Silvey. The next year Giannis Veronis and D.
Lamprakis arrived.

In Manchester I completed my Diploma in 1962
and afterwards I was accepted for a doctorate,
under the supervision of Prof. Whittle. I worked
in the area of optimal stochastic control; I
finished in 1965; from the doctorate I published 3
papers.

During the postgraduate studies you
were married. Was the wedding by any means
adventurous?

Sonya and I knew each other before I went to
England, because I was tutoring her in 1956.
Naturally the correspondence during my stay in
England was very limited because otherwise the
whole village would have find out. Only the
Postman knew, who used to write on top of the
envelope "Hello Stratis, Nikos".

In 1963 1 was coming by train from Manchester
for the wedding. In Skopjia was a big earthquake
and the people were very upset. The train stopped
and I went down to buy some peaches and during
the uproar I lost my train, in which I had left my
bag with my passport, the tickets, my money and
a suitcase with all my notes for my PhD and also
my groom suit that I had bought in UK. When
finally I reached the borders I found my bag that
the authorities kept. In Greece I looked for my
suitcase in the terminal station but without
success; 1 had also placed an announcement in
the local newspaper ‘“Nea”. Finally my father
gave me money and bought another suit for the
wedding. After the wedding we returned with
Sonya to Manchester by rail. We made a stop in
Paris, where we found many Greek students like
L. Kogetsov, A. Panagjotopoulos etc. They
invited us to stay with them for one night at Cite
Universitaire. George was born in Manchester in
1964 without us having to pay anything because
of the existing eminent British system of medical
care.



Iéte Eekivnoe ]
opaoTNPLoToinct] oug;

TOAMTIKY

Y10 Manchester vmipyov apketoi ‘EAAnveg
eoutntég, H. Mmoddnovirog, I1. ITavidmoviog, D.
®eopavidong, I1. Avéevtiov k.00 mov cmovdalov
owovopkd. Emiong exel yvoplommka pe tovg
Avtovn Modwvo kar I'dpyo Tlaraddémovro, mov
ékovay SOUKTOPIKO GTN PLGIKN KOl NTAV Ao TN
Agleco, paiota 0 Modvog ftav maAdTepa Kot
puérog tov AKEA. Exketl tav kot I. Xoatlavtwvag
a6 ™ Aevkooia kol o X. Zafpiong mov NrTav
"EXMnvoc-Aryvrntiotng.

Yrmipxe kot ocvAhoyog EMvev gourntdv oto
[Movemomuo Kot yivoviov £€VIOVEC TOATIKEG
ocu{ntioelg, fTav 1 EmoyN oL £lye avayKaoTEl G
mapaitnon, ond to 10TE veopd Poctad, o I
[Momavdpéov kal vanpyxe KvPepvntiky aotdabsio
omv EA\Goa. ‘Etolr  dpyco  oyd-cyd  va
moAMTIKOTOoVpal.  Mdalota  dietéleca Ko
TPOEdPOg TOV GLAAGYOL TV EAAM VeV pottntmdv
oto Manchester.

Y70 MOVETIOTNUIOKO YouvaoThplo mailope kade
gpdopada Voley pe v opada tov [epodv.

Tote elye €ABel 610 Manchester i yvovaiko tov A.
Apmatiédov, mov NTav ayyAida, vo HWANGEL Yo
NV ameAevbEP®ON TOV GVOPO TNG, TOV NTOV Yo
¥POVIOL  OTN  QLAOKY, NMTAV VOVTEPYATNG KO
otéheyxoc tov KKE. Apketol EAAnveg potrtntég
napoPpednkape oty  ekdNAmomn, KATL TOL
QUOIKA gV SLEPVYE TG TPOGOYNG TOV EAAVIKMV
apy®v oto Aovdivo 10Tt €voc @ortntig MTav
ocuvepyatmg ¢ KYII, mov tote PéPara dev to
yvopilope.

"Etotl o 'EAAvoc mpéoPng o k. Meldg e KaAeoe
6T0 AoV3ivo KOl oL €KOVE GUGTAGELS VO UMV
Kbvo mopéa pe tovg Komprovg mov Mrav 6to
AKEA kot pov vrevBopuce 01t gipon vrotpopog
oV gAANViKoy kpdtovg (IKY).

Hog Ppednkate otnv Apepiki;
apeoe gKei 1 oyL;

2og

Moig télelwoo TIG OMOLOEG Hov  avalnTnoa
dovield otnv EALGda oto Kévipo Owovopkmv
kot Kowvovikov Epguvadv aAld n mpoondbeia dev
gvodmbnke. Ilpwv axopa yvpico ommv EAAGOa,
évag kabnyntng, yvootog tov P. Whittle, amd to
Hovemomuo Johns Hopkins twov HIIA, tov
gypaye 01t avalntd cvvepydt kot o P. Whittle
UE POTNGCE OV EVOLAPEPOLLOL.

"Etot to 1965 myape pe m Xévua, iyoape Kot to
IMopyo, pe mhoio otn Néa Yopkn. Mag mepiueve
ot0 Advt pe Bgion g Xdviag, TV omoio
GUVOVTOVGE Y10 TPMTN POPA d10TL 0 AdEAPOG TOV
nmatépa g elxe maer otic HIIA to 1910, o6tav
ntav 12 etdv Ko dev elye emotpéyel ond 1ot
v EAAGSa.
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When did you begin your political activities?

In Manchester we had many Greek students, like
H. Mpakopoulos, P. Pavlopoulos, F. Theofanidis,
P. Afxentiou, etc. who studied economics. I met
there also Antonis Modinos and George
Papadopoulos who was stydying Physics and was
from Limassol. In fact, Modinos was a former
member of the Cypriot Communist Party AKEL.
There I met also I. Chadjiantonas from Nicosia
and P. Savvidis a Greek-Egyptian.

There was also an association of Greek Students
in the University and we had intense political
discussions; it was the time that G. Papandreou
was forced to resign by the young king, and there
existed a governmental instability in Greece.
Thus I began slowly to be politicized. Later I
served as President of the association. In the
University gym we played every week volleyball
with the Iranian team.

At that time arrived in Manchester the wife of A.
Abatielos (she was a British citizen) to talk about
the release of her husband from the jail; Abatielos
was dockworker and member of the Greek
Communist Party (KKE). Many Greek students
attended the talk something that was found out by
the Greece Embassy in London because a student
was collaborating with the Secret Service (KYP),
which we did not know about.

Thus the Greek ambassador Mr Melas called me
in London, suggested to me to stop any relations
with the Cypriots who where members of AKEL
and reminded me that I was a scholar of Greek
state (IKY).

How did you find yourself in the States?
Did you like it there or no?

As soon as | finished my studies I sought work in
Greece in the Centre of Economic and Social
Research but the effort was not successful. Even
before my return to Greece, a friend of P.
Whittle from Johns Hopkins University wrote to
him that he was seeking a collaborator. Whittle
asked me if I was interested.

Thus, in 1965 we went with Sonya and George
by boat to New York. An aunt of Sonya’s waited
for us in the harbor. They did not know each
other because the brother of Sonya’s father
moved to the Stets in 1910 when he was 12 years
old and never came back.



Mog @uo&évnoav yuoo Aiyeg mupépeg Kot UET
myope otn BoAtipwdpn, omov tav kot to Johns
Hopkins. Exel peivape oty apyn o€ €vav mpdto
e€adehpo g  Zovwog  péypt  va Ppovue
dwpépiopa. 1o Johns Hopkins, ftav kabnyntig
o Geofrey Watson, katoyopevoc omd Vv
Avctparia, To TEPIPAIAOV NTAV EVYEPIGTO. 2T
BoAtiuopn elyo ko o kpion omd métpeg ota
veppd TG omoieg apaipesov ©To MOAD YVEOGTO
vocokopeio tov Johns Hopkins. ITpocAnednka
¢ Research Associate yio 1 ypévo. To 1966-68
vanpémoa  oto University of Connecticut g
Assistant Professor, exei yevvnonke kot n Zooeia.
Ymv Apepwin Oa yapaxtipilo Tig cuvinkeg 6To
[Movemompio mo SMUOKPATIKEG GE GUYKPLOT UE
mv Ayydio oOmov nMrav o Kafnyntig mov
dmovbvve kot kabop1le To mavta. To 1968 éange n
visa mopapovrg ot HITA, n aitmon 7y
avaveémon e dev Mtav emruyns. Amo to Storrs,
omov Ntav 1o Ilavemiotio, mRyowve HEPIKEG
Qopéc cvvnBmg e Aepopeio N Ue Tpaivo ot
Néa Yopkn va oyopdom eAAnvikég epnuepioeg
KOl VoL QAo TOTod 0TO EAANVIKA EGTIOTOPILOL.
BéBaia 0m €xer €pBel n diktaropion oty EALGOQL
kot Bopdpon 60Tt o eopd ot Néa Yopkn
Bpébnka  ovipuétomog  pe  'Elinvec  movu
vrootnpiav 10 Kabeotdg. Avtol giyav dypleg
dwbéoelg €medn oTO ALTOKIVNTO pov Elyo éva
ovtokOAMNTo Tov €heye  «No US arms for
dictatorshipy. O eAAnviopdc otig HITA nrav
ToAoiol  Kuplmg HETOVOOTEG LE GUVINPTNTIKEG
amdyels, 6601 NTaV apLoTEPOL giyav ekdtwybel 1
adpavorobel and tov MakdapOn ™ Oekaetia
tov 1950.

Hog Ppedikore otov Kavadd; Hrav

KolvTepo ekel; Mujote pog Yoo TOVG
OVVOIEAMPOVS KAl PIAOVG 0UG EKEL.
Apyoa va ovalntod dovield otov Kavadd omov
pov mpocépepav Béon oto McGill oo Montreal
kot Simon Fraser oto Vancouver. "Htav tdte mov
YO Kol fpNKa Kot ToV adEAPO TOV TOTEPA LOV.
Yvuykekpyléva mnyoivovtag yuoo o O1GAeén,
OYETIKN HE TNV TPOSANYTM pHov oto Simon Fraser,
éueva yuoo pepkég dpeg oto Xav Ppaveicko
ovalnT®vTag Tov OdEAPO TOVL TATEPO WOV O
omoiog éptace otig HITA 1o 1913 og niwia 12
etov. Eixe aAllael kot to emiBetd Tov o Couneo,
evd amd 10 1931 ocvvepyalotav pe Itaiodg kot
elye Eexoyer TG oyéoewg pe 'EAAnvec, eixe
avTpeLTel pe phavoéla. TeAkd mya omitt Tov
OOV GLVAVTNGO TN YUVOAIKO TOV Kol LE TO TPOU
pe mnye oe éva wkpo poyali mwov datnpovoe.
Metd pon opa mov kovPévtiaca pall tov, pog
EPyoie Ol QOTOYPOQIQ, LE TN UNYOV TOV iy,
éVOg TEPOAOTIKOG KAl  €Quya, katdAoPo OTL 1
TOPOLGI LOV OEV TOV MTAV ELYAPLOTY.
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We stayed with her for a few days and then
moved to Baltimore. There we stayed with a
cousin of Sonya’s until we found an apartment.
Professor Geoffrey Watson form Australia, was
at the faculty staff at Johns Hopkins; the
environment was very pleasant. In Baltimore I
had a crisis of kidney stones which they were
removed in the very famous Johns Hopkins
hospital. I was in Baltimore as Research
Associate for one year. In 1966-68 1 worked as
assistant Professor at the University of
Connecticut, there Sofia was born. In America I
would characterize the conditions within the
University more democratic compared to England
where the Professor was controlling everything.
In 1968 my visa expired and the application for
its renewal was turned down. From Storrs, where
the University was located, 1 was frequently
traveling by train of bus to New York to buy
Greek newspapers and to eat patsa in Greek
restaurants.

Greece was already under the Junta regime and I
remember that once in New York I found myself
confronted with Greeks that supported the
dictatorship. They became wild because in my
car | had a sticker that said "No US arms for
dictatorship". The Hellenism in the States was
mainly old immigrants with conservative
opinions, while any leftists had been expelled or
forced to stay inactive by McCarthy regime in the
50s.

How did you end up in Canada? Was it
better there? Tell us about your colleagues and
friends there.

McGill University in Montreal and Simon Fraser
in Vancouver offered me positions. It was that
time that I met my uncle, the brother of my
father. Going for a lecture, in relation to my
possible job in Simon Fraser, I stayed for a few
hours in San Francisco seeking the brother of my
father who had moved to the States in 1913 at the
age of 12. He had changed his surname to
Couneo, while since 1931 he was working with
Italians and had cut any relations with Greeks; He
was married to an Irishwoman. Finally I went to
his home where I met his wife and by tram she
took me to a small shop that he maintained. After
half an hour that I talked with him, we took a
photo together and left; it was clear that my
presence was not pleasant.



Amopdcioa va dgxfd tn 0éon oto McGill 6mov
kot mye to 1968, ¢ assistant professor.
IInyaivovtog pe 1o avtokivnto yw 1o Montreal
nepdoope ond ™ Néa Yopkn émov frav o O.
KdaxovAlog, pag éynoe punpilorec ota KapPouva,
LG TOVANGE Kot pio Waovn Kapékha, TOv TOV
nepiooeve, yio 10 doAdpio Kot QUYOLLE.

210 ypageio oto McGill quovv pali pe tov
Michael Stevens o omoiog gpyaldtav ekeivn v
emoyn o€ goodness of fit tests. 1o McGill frav
non o X1. Neypendvine. Xto Tunua nrov akopo
ot V. Seshadri (Inverse Gaussian distribution),
George Styan, Arak M. Mathai, Miklos Csorgo,
D. Dowson. Apyotepa Mpbe oto Tunua kot o
Harold Ruben. Emiong oto 610 tunuo Mpbe
apydtepa kKo o Taxng o [Hoamaiwdvvov, Tov onoio
cuvévinca yo TpdTN eopd ot Néa Yopkn to
1968, o€ cuvédpilo tov ASA.

To 1971-72 1 72-73, dev Bvpdpon Kald, yvopioa
PO Popd tov Mrdumn Xoapoloumion, oOtov
NABe emokéntng éva ypovo ato McGill. Bupdpan
0T giye Kamowo cofapd TPOPANUA pE Eva HOVTL
tov mov ypealotav eméuPaocn. Tov elyaue met
TOTE «UMV OVOKOTEVEGOL UE TO TNG XOLVTOG O10TL
0o yupiceig ommv EALGda xor dev E€peig T
yivetaw. Emoxéntng oto McGill eiye €éA0gtl ko o
Beoproc. [opw ota 1975 pbe oto McGill kot
0 Ztoaopog Kovpodking ¢ HETOTTUYLOKOC
(QOTNTNG GTNV TANPOPOPIKT, TO JOAKTOPIKO OTN|
oTaTIoTIKN 1o ékove apyotepa otic HITA. Emiong
oto0 McGill fABe kot o II. Mooydmoviog mov
éave 6100KTOp1Ko pe tov Mathai.

Hog  mpoékvyayv EPEVVNTIKG ol
TMEPUNATIKOL GYEOOGUOL KOl Ol OVIGOTNTES
Bonferroni;

Ovolaotikd  avtd  Eekivinoe akdpo omd 10
Connecticut 6mov &iyo, éva, [véo @ortnrr, tov B.
R. Gulati. Me exeivov Eekwvnioope TOLG
TEPOUOTIKOVS OYEOOGHOVG OOV Kol £KOVE TO
d1doKkToptKd TOV. Apyotepo oto  McGill  eiya
évav ottt omd v Ivdia mov tov éheya Petros
(to emiBeto) o omoiog ekmOVNGE apPyIKA SroTpipn
Master KoL OTn GULVEXELN OOOKTOPIKO GTOVG
TEPAPATIKODS GYESAGLOVG,.

Me 11 ovicotnreg Bonferroni  acyolnOnkoa
emiong oto Connecticut Kot €iyo dSNUOGIEHGEL pia
oyeTikn epyocio ota Annals of Statistics Kot amd
TOTE ELEVE OVIGOTNTA LE TO OVOUG [LOV.
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I decided to accept the offer by McGill where 1
moved in 1968, as assistant professor. Driving to
Montreal we made a stop at New York to see Th.
Cacoullos. He cooked for us steaks in the
barbecue, he sold to us a cane chair he did not
want for 10 dollars and we left.

At McGill I was sharing an office with Michael
Stevens who worked on goodness of fit tests. St.
Negrepontis was already in McGill. Among my
colleagues in the Department were V. Seshadri
(Inverse Gaussian distribution), George Styan,
Arak M. Mathai, Miklos Csorgd, and D. Dowson.
Harord Ruben came later. Takis Papaioannou,
whom [ met for the first time in New York in
1968, in an ASA conference, joined the
department later.

In 1971-72 or 72-73, 1 do not remember well, 1
met for the first time Bambis Charalambides who
came to McGill as Visitor. I remember that he
had a serious tooth problem and needed an
operation. We had told him "do not interfere with
the junta because you will return to Greece and
nobody knows what will happen". Theofilos was
also a Vistitor at McGill.. Stavros Kourouklis
came to McGill in 1975 as a postgraduate student
in Computing; he received his doctorate later in
the USA. Also P. Moschopoulos stydied at
McGill and completed his doctorate with Mathai.

How did you start working in Experimental
Designs and Bonferroni Inequalities?

Basically this began while I was in Connecticut
where 1 had an Indian student, B. R. Gulati.
Together we started working on experimental
designs which was the topic of his PhD thesis.
Later at McGill I had another student from India
by the name of Petros (the surname) who finished
first his Master’s thesis and later his PhD on
experimental designs.

With Bonferroni inequalities I started working
also while at Connecticut and I had published a
paper in the Annals of Statistics and since then
the inequality bares my name.



Ieite pog Aiya Aoy Yo v Idpvoen g
2ratiotikils ‘Evoong Kovedd wov v
EUTAOKI] 600G 6’ QVTY).

Exketvn v emoyn (O0TmG Kol GAUEPD) VLANPYOV
sections Tov American Statistical Association
(ASA). O ocvvaderpoc oto McGill, o Mathai, o
omoiog NTav Ivodg ko Eheye 6TL Ttay half-baked,
Eexivnoe wa peydAn mpoomadeio yio Ty idpvon
g Xtatwotikng Eveoong tov Kavadd. Eywav
UEYAAEG TPOoTADEIEG DOMOV VO TETVYEL 1
npoomddel AOym TG ovTidpaong Kupimg 6cmv
cuppeTelyav ota sections Tov ASA otov Kovadd.
Oupdpot pio cvvedpio oto Toronto mov &ywve e
okomd vo metaovv £Ew tov Mathai. Telwkd
10pvOnke to Statistical Society of Canada kot
napdAinAa yevvnnke kot to Canadian Journal
of  Statistics, T0 omoio o Mathai
SOKTLAOYPAPOVGE HOVOg Tov. Eyd w¢ tauiag tov
Ivotitovtov  Gpyica  vo.  acyoAovuol  UE
mapayyehieg and PiAlodnkeg Kot OAL To oYETIKA.
Evtuydg o Styan ovélafe petd to £pyo avto.
[Maviog mopd TG OvokoAieg moOv  TOV
onuovpynoave otV apyn TeEMKA o Mathai
TIUAONKE Yo TNV TPOCPOPA TOL OTN ZTOTICTIKN
Kowédtmra tov Kovadd.

H odpastnpromoinon ocug otov Kavadd
KOTO TNG OWKTUTOPiOS C0G 00NYN6E KOl 6TO
Actovoko6 Tpqpa; Ieite pog yv’ avtd.

210 Montreal, otnv Park Avenue, katowobvcav
nepimov 60000 'EAAnvec petovaocteg, mov MABav
exel petd 1o 1960. Ekei Pprokdtov Kor o
Anpokpotikdg  LOAAoyog  «Makpuyldvvngy o
omoiog Mtav TOAD OpaoThpPlog. XT0 GVUAAOYO
UTOPoVGEG VO PPELG OAEG TIG OMOWELS KOl TAGELG
™G Aplotepdc.

‘Htav Kvpuoxn 29 Maptiov tov 1969 ko
EMPOKEITO VO EKPMVNGEL AOYO OTNV. EAANVIKY
ekkKAnoio ywo T yopt| ¢ 25 Maprtiov o
"EXMmvog mpdéevog. O ovAhoyog Makpuytdvng
elye xwnromonBel amd mpv kou eiye pOAoTO
Kdvel yvooto OtL dgv Bo  emiTpéyel v WANRGEL
nepi ehevbepiog Ko EAANVIKNG aveEaptnoiag Evag
EKTPOCMOTOG TNG YOVVTOG KOl LAAIGTO HECH GTNV
ekkAnoia. Pvoikd Kot ot Aol Tov vrootplav
™ oltatopic  ETOWWACTNKOV — KOTOAANAQ
QEPVOVTOG HEXPL Kol WO1mTIK aotuvopia. Eywve
HoKeAEd péoa otnv ekkAncio, Mag cuvélape M
actuvouia kot Byaivovtag and TV EKKANGIo, oG
piyvope mmépt oto pdtwo. Tehwkd xotainSope
GTO OCGTLUVOUIKO TN 0oL Hog UnvOcGove Yo
dwtdpoén  Opnokevtikdv  ovvabpoicewv. To
OTOYEVIO UG GeNoay eAeDBEPOLE, 1 OIKAGTIKN
LOG TEPIMETEW KPATNoE OVO TEPIMOL YPOVIQ,
EVTLYMOG OO KOLLE.
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Tell us a few words about the foundation of
the Canadian Statistical Society and your
involvement in this.

Back then (like today) ASA sections were
existing. My colleague at McGill, Mathai, who
was Indian and was saying that he was “half-
baked”, initiated a big effort for the foundation of
the Canadian Statistical Society. He had to work
very hard to overcome the obstacles created
primarily by those who were members of the
local ASA sections. I remember a meeting in
Toronto organized in reality to throw out Mathai.
Finally the Statistical Society of Canada was
established which gave birth to the Canadian
Journal of Statistics, that Mathai was typing by
himself. Myself, as the treasurer of the Society I
began to deal with orders from libraries and other
financial matters. Fortunately G. Styan took over
this task later. In any case despite the difficulties
created in the beginning, finally Mathai was
honored for his services to Statistical Community
of Canada.

Did your activities in Canada during the
dictatorship lead to the Police Station? Tell us
about that.

In Montreal, at Park Avenue, lived roughly
60000 Greek immigrants, that came there after
1960. The local Democratic Association
"Makrygiannis" was very active. Among the
members one could find all the opinions and
tendencies of the Left.

It was Sunday March 29, 1969 and the Greek
Consul was going to give a talk in the local Greek
church on the occasion of March 25. The
association was in alert and in fact they had made
known that they will not allow a representative
of the junta regime to talk about freedom and the
Greek independence and in particular inside the
church. Naturally the junta supporters came
prepared bringing with them private police. There
was chaos inside the church. We were arrested
and as we were coming out of the church they
were throwing pepper on our eyes. Finally we
were led to the police station where we were
accused  for  perturbation of  religious
aggregations. In the afternoon we were released;
the juridical adventure lasted for almost 2 years;
fortunately we were acquitted.



Aéiler va cog mo kot yio 3 adélelo amd TtV
Ikopia mov ovvavinoo ot Boapoofia 1ng
[ToAwviag to 1973, 6mov eiyaue maer yw éva
ouvédplo e 10 Tdoo AvooToGOTOVAD, UE TIC
ovloyovg pog. To adéioro avtd (ovoav oto
ZiKayo kot €kowov v egpnuepido «EAAnviKo
Brjpoy, avixav oto koppovviotikd koppo HITA.
O MoxkapOn tovg e£opioe tn dekaetio Tov 1950
kot ovtol avti va whve otv EAAGSa  won
eEoprotovv o1 Makpoévnoo, eméhelov va mave
®g moMTKol  mpdopuyeg oty IloAwvia.
Apyotepa dlexdiknoav Kot mHpav TN oOVINEN
toug amd Tic HITA, ekeivn v emoyn Mtav ot
kaAvtepol ¢ Bapoofiag.

Ilov cog Pprlke N OTOKATACTOGT TNG
onpokpatiog; Tv Ntav 10 TpOTO TPAYRA TOL
kavare; HpOate otnv EALGOO;

To 1974 eiya ndper etoto ddewo amd To McGill
Kol amoocicape vo whue oty [aAlio, oto
Hovemomuio oto  Montpellier, Mrav —exel
kafnynmg o Y. Escoufie, to Mdw tov 1974
otdoape oto Montpellier. To kalokaipt A0e
KoL 1 UNTéPa. LoV Vo, pog 0L, Epeve poli pag yo
uepikég efdopades. Emiong pog emoxépdnke exel
0 Z1. Neypenoving kar o G. Styan.

Tov lobMo émece 1 yovvta, dev elyope Adyo va
petvoope ot TlaAlio.  Ayopdoape  éva
avtokivnto ot ToAMo kou 10 ZemtéuPpro
NpBape oty EALGSo péow Bridisi. ‘Epewva wg
EMOKENTNG KoONyNTg oto Mabnpoatikd oty
ABnva to 1975-1976, petd and e ynon tov 0.
KdakovAlov o omoiog ekeivn v €moyn €ixe TOAD
Bapd  dwokTikO  Qoptio.  Xmnv  Abnva
cuvepydomnka pe tov X. Aopiovod koi Tov
Xpnoto IMoavoayiwtomovio, o omoiog €KOve TO
d1dakTopKd Tov, onuepa givar Kabnyntg oto
[Hoavemomuo Ilepaid.

Hog Bpedikate otnv Oeccarovikn; [og
Bpikate T XroTicTiky ekei; [log opyavaooarte
™m Xtatetikn, T IM@avotnteg ko  To
Cpapuiko Ipoypappatiopd;

Amd 10 1972 &iya kdvel aitnon oto Mabnuotikod
tov Ilovemomuiov Geocorovikng, vy 0éom
kaBnynm. Ouwg yapokmpiomka ¢ «uUn
VOLUROOP®VY»  Omd TNV TPYEAN  EMLTPOTN|
VOUUO®POCHVIG OV VLINPYE, UE TPOESPO TOV
kaBnynm I'. Nntoudto tg moAvTEYVIKNG OYOANG,
Kot 1 aitmon pov obvte koav  afloloynonke
EMOTNHOVIKAL..
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It is worth mentioning the story of 3 brothers
from Ikaria that I met in Warsaw, Poland in 1973,
where we attended a conference together with
Tasos Anastasopoulos and our spouses. These
brothers lived in Chicago and published the
newspaper "Greek Stand"; they were members of
the USA communist party. McCarthy ordered
their exile in the 50’s but instead of choosing to
go to Greece and exiled in Makronissos, they
decided to go to Poland as political refugees.
Later they claimed and finally received their
pension from the States; at that time they were
better off than anybody in Warsaw.

Where were you during the re-establishment
of democracy in Greece? What was the first
thing that you did? Did you return to Greece?

In 1974 T had taken a year sabbatical from McGill
and we decided to go to France, to the University
of Montpellier; Professor Y. Escoufie was there;
in May 1974 we arrived at Montpellier. That
summer my mother paid us a visit for a few
weeks. Also St. Negrepontis and G. Styan visited
us while we were there.

In July junta fell and we did not have any reason
to stay in France. We bought a car in France and
in September we came to Greece via Bridisi.

I stayed as visiting professor at the Mathematics
Department in Athens during the academic year
1975-1976, after Th. Cacoullos proposal who had
a very heavy teaching load at the time. In Athens
I collaborated with Ch. Damianou and Christos
Panagjotopoulos, who completed his doctorate
and today is Professor at the University of
Piraeus.

How did you find yourself in
Thessaloniki? How was the situation with
Statistics there? Tell about the organization of
Statistics, = Probability and the Linear
Programming.

In 1972 1 had applied for a full professor at the
department of Mathematics at the University of
Thessaloniki. However 1 was characterized as
"not law-abiding" by the three-member
committee of loyalty that existed, with chairman
professor G. Nitsiotas of the Polytechnic faculty.
My application was not even evaluated
scientifically.



To 1975 éxava kol TaAL aitnorn oto Madnuoticd
®eccalovikng. Avti 1 @opd  exAéyOnKa
"Extoktog Kabnynrtic. ‘Etot yopioa yia éva ypovo
ot0 McGill, 6mov eiyo yivel associate professor
Kot petd Mpbape yioo pdviun €yKoTdotaon ot
®eooalovikn to 1976. Exel mpmto péinua frav
0 OYedlOGUOG Kou 1 dmuovpyio pobnudtomv
[MBavotnteV, EtotioTikng oAAG kol [pappikov
[poypappotiopod ool Tétol pobnuoto dev
VI PYOV.

Exel vanpetovoav mg Ponboi, 6nmg tovg Ereyay,
ot K. Mnaywatmg, E. Mnopa-Zévta, X.
Movoiadng, N.  ®apudkne.  Olot - T0ULG
EVOLOPEPOVTAY VO KAVOLV  O1O0KTOPIKO KoL
{toav vo cuvePYUoTOVLE Kol VO aGyoAN0ovv
pe 1t ZXtatotiky. Olot  aoyolOnkav pe
TEPAPATIKOVS OYESIGHOVG €KkTOG amd 1 E.
Mnopa-Xévio. mov  0oxoAnbnke HE  YPOVIKEG
oEPEC KoL opydTEPH, TN ZWOTNPAKOYAOV TOV

aoyoAbnke pe T avicotnteg Bonferroni.
Apyotepa  ovvepydotnkoe  pe  toug 0.
Xotinmavteln, Xp. Kovxkovufivo, K.

Yompakoylov, Xt. Xatl{nkovoetavtivion. ‘Otav
épuyo amod 1 Oeocarovikn 1 K. Zotnpdkoyiov
Kot 0 XZtT. Xot{nKovoTavTiviong cuvEXIoOV Kol
TEAEI®GOV TO O100KTOPIKO TOLG e Tov Xp.
M®vo1adn, mov eixe yiver Emikovpog kabnyntmg
LLE TO VEO VOLO-TAIG10.

Me tov Xp. Kovkovfivo pog 660nke 1 evkoupio
VO GUVEPYOOTOVHE mapo. ToAV pe tn Jennifer
Seberry amd v Avotpaiio. Xe Lo Epyocion Log
ue to Xp. Kovkovfivo eiyoue avapepbel oe pia
epyacia tov Wallis-Seberry-k.a., g Wallis et al
H Seberry pog éoteile éva avotnpd YpapLe 0Tov
onhove 611 dev ovoudletar «Wallis et aly o6mwg
eueic elyope avapépel aAld «Jennifer Seberry».
Epeig omoloynOrkape kot pETO omd  o0TO
onuovpyRdnke o @Aio Ko ol cvuvepyosio
HaKpOYpovIn, TPOooKdAece HAAGTO Kol TOV Xp.
Kovkovfivo mov 7fye dvo  @opég otV
Avotpoa.

‘Htav o1t ®gocorovikn mov avaAidfope ot
dopyavooape 10 KoAokaipt tov 1987 10
European Meeting of Statisticians tng Bernoulli
Society. ‘'Htov akpifag t6TE TOL €ixe TO OTOYNLA
kot o ['idpyog oto Aewvidio omov &ixe €pbet Y
KOAOKALPIVEG SLKOTEG ATTO TIC GTTOVOES TOV GTOV
Kavada.
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In 1975 1 applied again. This time [ was
elected. Thus I returned for one year to McGill,
where I had already become associate professor
and then moved permanently to Thessaloniki in
1976. My first concern was the planning of
courses on Probability, Statistics and Linear
Programming since such courses did not exist.

In the department a number of people were
working as assistants, as they were called, K.
Bagiatis, E. Bora-Senta, Ch. Moyssiadis, N.
Farmakis. All of them were interested in a
doctorate and asked to collaborate with me in
Statistics. All of them worked on experimental
designs except E. Bora-Senta who worked on
time series and later K. Sotirakoglou who
worked on Bonferroni inequalities. Later I
collaborated with Th. Chadjipantelis, Ch.
Koukouvinos, K. Sotirakoglou and St.
Chadjikonstandinidis. When I left Thessaloniki
K. Sotirakoglou and St. Chadjikonstantinidis
continued and finished their doctorate under the
supervision of Ch. Moyssiadis who was already
an assistant professor.

With Ch. Koukouvinos, we were given the
opportunity to collaborate with Jennifer
Seberry from Australia. In one of our papers
with Ch. Koukouvinos were referred to a paper
by Wallis - Seberry — et al., as «Wallis et al.»
Seberry sent a strict letter where she declared
that her name was not «Wallis et al» as we had
reported but "Jennifer Seberry". We
apologized and after this incidence a great and
long-lasting  friendship and collaboration
started. In fact she invited Ch. Koukouvinos
who went to Australia twice.

It was in Thessaloniki that we organized the
summer of 1987 the FEuropean Meeting of
Statisticians of the Bernoulli Society. It was
precisely then that George had the accident in
Leonidion during his summer vacation from his
studies in Canada.



Heite pog yw T OLOIKNTIKES
opaotnprotTNTeg 60g o1 Oeocarovikny. Ilwg
eKAeyNKOTE AVTITPOTAVICS

To 1982 eiyape 10 véo vopo mhoiclo yio Ta
[ovemomuae pe omotéhecpo va EeKvAoel 1
dradkocio avadiipOpmong TOV TaVETICTNHI®Y.
[pdkertar yu 0 vOpo mov OMovPYNCE TOV
evinio  @opén  dwdaokOviov, pe  Pabuideg
Aéktopa,  Emikovpov,  Avaminpot) kot
Kabnynt. ‘Edwve eniong ™ dvvatotnta 6to 80%
TOV eoItNT®V va yneilovv yio ta didgopa
opyovo Tov [lavemompiov og o mepiodo Omov
n Iavomovdaotiky XvvdwkaAiotik  Kivnon
(IIZK) ntav  1oyvpn dovaun. Ot exhoyég
Eexivnoav omd to Tpuqpoto pe v ekAoyn Tov
IIpoédpwv. Agod exAéyOnka IIpdedpoc ToL
TUAUATOG, MUOVV WEAOG TNG EMITPOTNG Yo VO
TPOTEIVOVLE VTOYNPIOVG Y10 TIC VEEC TTPVTOVIKEG
apyéc (quovv Non pérog tov KKE and 1o 1979).
To amotéleopo NTav va Ppebd ey®d vroynelog
avtmpotavng. Etolr  exdéyfnko  AvtumpOtovng
Axadnuoikov YrmoBéoemv pe 10 X. Agovtion
Avtimpotovn  tov  Owovouik®v kot 10 A,
®atovpo [pHravn, yu pia tpietia.

To mvevpa ¢ emoyng NTOV TETO0 TOL 00NYNCE
o€ 010Qopeg aALYEC OTMOC TNV KATAPYNOT TOV
mBévvov. Mdlioto emeldn €y® €Kovo TNV
OTTOVOUT TV TTUYI®V POPOVTAG EVO XELPOTOINTO
TOVAOPEP KLKAOPOPNCOY [0, PMTOYPAPia, GTOV
TomIKO TOTo Bélovtag va dtopaptupnovy yo Ta
véa 0.

levikd amépevya vo akoAovdd Tovg TOTOVE. ZE
plo  ekdniwon oto  Kikedép  omov  Oa
ekmpoconovca 1o llavemotmjuo «katr  Bo
napordpfove kamolo TyunTKG Ppafeio yio v
dpvon eV gyKataotdoewv TG Aacoloyiag ota
[Mavemomuokd 6don oto Ileptovit, mya pe T0
capuPaAGKL OV Kol £TGL OEV LE 0ONYNCOV GTO
YOPO TOV EMONUDV UE OTOTEAECUON VO KOATC®
niow ko To PBpoPeio va pTdost Kovid pov yépt-
YEPL.

Heite pog Aiya mpaypoata Yy TNV
ToMTIKY] 60g dpactnprotyTa oty EALGOa.

Xm Oeccolovikn  katéfnko 2 QOpEG MG
vroynelog PovAevtig tov KKE. Guudpor ot
YUPVOOCOLE GTO KOPEVEID KOl GE GLVOIKIEG Va
WIANoOoVUE GTOV KOGHO, KAmow (opd Ogv oG
EMETPEYAY VO UTOVUE o€ €va Kageveio. g
yvootov ot Osocolovikn elxe yiver kot 1M
dolopovia Tov Aoumpdkn to 1963 ko vanipyav
OKOUN Ol  UVAUEG amd  TIC TOPUKPOTIKESG
OPYOVAOGELS TTOV EYOV OTLOVPYNGEL 1} AVEXOVTOV
o1 KuPepvnoelg Yo va ekpoPilovv Tov KOGLO.

24

Tell us about your administrative activities in
Thessaloniki. How were you elected Vice
Chancellor?

In 1982 the new law for higher education passed
by the Greek parliament. It was the law that
created the four faculty ranks of lecturer,
Assistant, associate and Full Professor. The law
also gave to 80% of the students the right to vote
for the various University bodies in a period
where the Student Group (PSK) associated with
the Communist party was very powerful. The
elections began from the Departments with the
election of Chairmen. After I was elected
Chairman of the department, I was a member of a
committee for the identification of candidates for
the new University Leaders (I was already
member of KKE since 1979). As a result of this
search I found myself candidate for Vice
chancellor. Thus I was elected Vice chancellor of
Academic Affairs with P. Leontidis as Vice
chancellor of Financial Affairs and D. Fatouros
as Rector, for a three-year period.

The time was such that various changes were
made like the abolition of University robes. In
fact, because I was handing-over the degrees
during the University diploma ceremonies
wearing a handmade pullover they circulated a
photo in the local press protesting about the new
situation.

Generally I avoided formalities. In an event in
Kileler where I was representing the University
and was to receive some honorary award for the
foundation of installations of Forestry in the
University park at Pertouli, I drove with my old
car and they did not lead me to parking area for
the officials. As a result, I sat on the back and the
award reached me hand by hand.

Tell us about your political activities in
Greece.

In Thessaloniki I was twice candidate of KKE for
the Greek Parliament. I remember that we were
visiting cafes and various districts talking to
people and one time they did not let us enter in a
cafe. As we know in Thessaloniki the
assassination of Lambrakis took place in 1963
and bad memories still existed from the activities
of the underground organizations that had been
created or were tolerated by the authorities in
order to spread fear among the peoples.



Ymv Afnvo koatéfnio 600 aKOUO QOPEG ®C
VROYN P0G POVAEVTNG evd otV Apkadio akopo
pia. Ztnv waitepn moTpida pov 1o Agwvidio,
ot Anuotikéc exhoyég, ekAéyOnka OMUOTIKOG
cvupovrog yuo 2 cuveydueveg tetpoetieg (1994-
2002) ko avePoxatéPaiva amd v Abnva e
Aew@opeio 0mote YwoTAV SNUOTIKO GVUPBovALO.
[Mavtog oe pe apketd ocvvIPNTIKY TEPLOYN
elyope KataPépel vo avENGOVILE TO TOGOGTO [LOG
a6 10 3% oto 14%. Znpepa dMpapyog gtvorl o
A. Towykobvng o omoiog exAéyetar 7y 7
tetpoetieg. O A. Torykovvng pali pe o INodpyo
ZuopAy xow 1o Tdpyo AdeEdmovro  siyov
Swypogel eni emoyng APépoe omd T veoraia
g Néag Anpoxpatiog.

[pwv 1t dwktotopion ARpapyog Aswvidiov MTav
évag ywTpds o X1 Mepwdxkng o omoiog
dwtnpnbnke ot Béon avt KoL OO TN YOLVTA.
Oupdpot 6t tov glya oteidel and tov Kavadd
OVTUYOVVTIKEG EQNUEPIOES KO [0, EXOTOA OTTOV
Tov éleya OTL omd «AaompOPANTOG ONUOPYOS
€yive eBo@opog TV AoYoydVY.

No onueudcm 0Tt 01 YOVELG Hov, Kupiwg 1 puntépa
pov, mov Ogv eixe mael moté oYoAelo, Ogv
oalc0dvovtay guyaploTe Yo TNV TOALTIKY LOL
tomofétmon kot dpactnpotnTa.  Avtd MTOV
QUOIKO o€ £vo pKpPO UEPOC LE GLVINPNTIKN
napddoon, o 1975 ynowoav 65% vrép g
Boaoctleing. Metd to 1990 éoeio éva éviovo
EVOLPEPOV YlO. TNV TOTIKT 1oTOPia. TNG TEPLOSOL
1940-1950, maipvovtog TPOSOMIKEG GUVEVTEVEELG
KoL LEAETOVTOG TOV TOTIKO TOTO, XM YPAWEL Kol
oyetikd keipeva. ‘Hrtav BéPara Aiyo apyd 6101t ot
TpwTEPYATES ELYOV PUYEL Amd T {on.

Meta ™ Ogoc0rovikn KoTEfRKATE 6TV
AOfva ko ovveyicate TO épyo cac. XTNV
AOva giyate ko évav Itard @ortnti. Ilog
TPOEKLYE AVTO;

Ymv Afnva petaxindnka 1o 1988 oto Tunua
Mobnuotikov  pe  mpwtofoviic  Ttov Xt
Neypenovin oe ovvepyasio pe 10 ©. Kdxoviro,
Ntav petd tov tpavpoticpd tov INopyov. Méow
tov  mpoypdppatog Erasmus npbe oto
MoOnpatiké g Abnvag o Luigi Salmaso, amod
1o [avemotquio g Padova, o omoiog Nbeke va
epyactel oe mepapoTikovg oyedaopovs. Etot
EEKIVICULLE TN CLVEPYOCIO LOC KOl TEAIKG TTNPE
70 OakTopkd Tov 0md to I[lavemoTio g
Padova ko1 avikelr T@po oT0 OWOOKTIKO TOV
TPOCOTIKO.
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In Athens I was two more times a parliament
candidate and in Arcadia once. In my hometown
of Leonidio, I was elected for two 4-year terms
municipal councilor (1994-2002) and I had to go
back and forth to Athens by bus every time the
Municipal Council had a meeting. In any case in
a very conservative region we had accomplished
a lot; our percentage increased from 3% to 14%.
Today mayor is D. Tsjgkounis who is elected for
7 consecutive terms. D. Tsjgkounis together with
Yiorgos Smyrlis and George Alexopoulos had
been removed by Averof from the youth
organization of New Democracy.

Before the dictatorship Mayor at Leonidion was a
doctor, St. Merinakis, who was kept in his post
by junta. I remember that I had sent him from
Canada ani-junta newspapers and in a letter I said
to him that from "people-loved mayor he had
become a sergeant missionary".

I must say that my parents, mainly my mother,
who never attended school, did not feel
pleasantly with my political beliefs and activity.
This was natural in a small conservative place; in
1975 65% voted in favor of the king.

After 1990 I showed an intense interest for the
local history of the 1940-1950 period, taking
personal interviews and studying the local press; I
have written also relating articles. It was of
course a little late because the main leaders had
passed away.

Following Thessaloniki you went to Athens
and continued your work. In Athens you had
also an Italian student. How did it came
about?

In Athens [ moved in 1988 in the Department of
Mathematics with initiative by St. Negrepontis in
collaboration with Th. Cacoullos, it was after the
George’s accident. Through the FErasmus
program, Luigi Salmaso came in the department,
from the University of Padova. He wanted to
work on experimental designs. Thus we began
our collaboration and finally he received his
doctorate from the University of Padova to the
faculty of which he belongs today.



M ko avoeepopacte ota ypovio oty Adnva
Vo 60G avaQépm OTL KOTO TNV TEPLOdo vty
emoképOnko tov Kavadd kat og po omd avtég
TIG EMOKEYELS KOVOVICH VO TEPACHO KOl OTNV
ApepK] Y vo 0D0® [0 GEPA OOAEEEDY GE
Kkémowo Ilavemotia. Zekviioape Aoutdv e
Aeoeopeio aAlG exelvn v emoyn KTl &iye
ovupel (icwg oe oyéon upe tov Kavtder) kot
vpyxav  avénuéva  pétpo  acpaieioc. ‘Etot
umKay ol eAeYKTEC 6T0 Aewopeio. Epeig elyape
pali pog to Koavadikd safatipilo kai dgv giyaple
TpoPANua. Opwmg ey®d eketvn v emoyn €moipva
pabnuatoe Pooknig yhdoooc kot giyo oty
todvta pov éva Piiio «From Russia with Lovey.
MoAg to €ldav o1 apepIKdvol EAEYKTES, Kolta&ay
TOVC VTOAOYIGTEG TOVG KO LG KATEPAGAY KATW,
TEMKG, OV omayopevcsoy TV €icodo otig HITA
EVD HE TN ZoOvid gV LINPYE KovEVO TPOPANUaL.
Bpéfnie evtuydc évag Apepikdvog mov TyoLve
LE TO aVTOKIVTO TOV 610 Montreal, pog mnpe Kot
LOG LETEQEPE THO® EKEL TOV EEKIVACOLLE.

Y1nv AOfqva ovveyiocate To £pyo cag K
otnv EEAYE. Ilcite pog Yo 1o taiol cog otnyv
ApEPIKN Kol TN OULUPETOYN G0 G6TN OiKn
KA\ivtov.

Ymv Anvo fuovv avtmmpoedpog g EEAYE
(EAAvucy Emuitpomn v ™ Aebvi "Yoeon ko
Eprvn). To 2000 ot Néa YOpKn, opyavadoeLg
OPLETEPDOV-KOULOVVIGTAOV Ol0pydvecay Ui, otk
katd tov KAiviov yia tovg Bopfapdicpovg ot
INovykochafia.. Kdiecav Aowmdv ta kivipoto
EPNVNG OO TOAAEG YDPEG VO GUUUETAGYOVV LLE
évav eKTPOCOTO, GE WEPIKOVG KOADWOV KOl To
aepomopikd glottipia. ‘Etol pe v 1010tntd pov
o¢ Avtimpoedpoc tov EEAYE éptaca omnv Néa
Yopkn 6mov tdpo OV OVIWWETOTIoN TPOPANUA
€16000v, 10Tl giya mAapel visa and v ABnva.
Ovol00TIKG 0T O1KN CUUUETEO OG HAPTLPOG
katd Tov KAivtov vy toug PouPoapdiopong g
IMovyxociaBiag. Kanowol avélafav to péoAo TV
SKOOTMY KOl AAAOL TOV EICAYYEAEMV.
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Since we are talking about the years in Athens I
could mention that during this period I visited
Canada and in one of these visits I arranged to
pass also to the States in order to give a series of
lectures in various Universities. We took a bus
but something had happened at that time (perhaps
concerning Quantafi) and the security measures
were increased. Thus the border controllers
entered into the bus. We had with us Canadian
passports and did not have any problem.
However at the time, I was studying the Russian
language and I had in my bag a book titled "From
Russia with Love". As soon as the American
controller saw it, checked the computers and
ordered us to step down. Finally I was not given
permission to enter the States while there was no
problem with Sonya. Fortunately an American
gave us a lift on his car and drove us back to
Montreal from where were had started.

In Athens you continued your work and
in the Greek Committee for International
Détente and Peace. Tell us about your trip to
the States and the participation of Clinton’s
trial.

In Athens I was vice-president of EEDYE (Greek
Committee for the International Détente and
Peace). In 2000 in New York, Left-Communist
organizations set up a trial against Clinton for the
bombardment of Yugoslavia. They called
therefore Peace movements from around the
globe to participate with a representative; in
certain cases they covered also the air tickets.
Thus, as Vice-president of EEDYE 1 traveled to
New York where now I did not experience and
entry problems because I had obtained a visa
from Athens. Basically, in the trial I participated
as a witness against Clinton while others
participated as judges and others as public
prosecutors.



Kieivovrag avti] ™) ocvvopiria 0o 10gia
VO 060G POTHC® TL ONUAIVOLY Y10, £0GG TO
1afiown, o1 ovvepydTeS Kol o @ilol oug Omod
6la avTd TA YPoVIQ;

Ba éleya 6Tt ovpmtopatikd Hpbav OAd, TO
épepav ot mepiotdoels. [lavtwg mpénetl va tm Ot
NTav TEPACTIO EUTELPIO 1] EMOPN KOl ETKOVOVIN
UE TO AdiKG oTpdpate. Avtd gival KATL Tov Ogv
UTOPEIG VO GUVEIONTOTOGELS TOGO, OTAV €loal
SLPKOC amacyoAUEVOC 1E T poldnpaToL Kot Ty
épevva, oto [lavemotio.

XképTopal OTL fTOV TETOWL 1) KOTAGTOON Kol Ot
SLOIKNTIKEG 1 KOUMOTIKEG EVAGYOANGELS LoV, V1o
TOAAGL XPOVIO, TTOV OEV OV EUEVE TOAD YPOVOG
v perétn. TloAAég popég diepotdpor av avtd
Ntav Stk pov dapuyn M frav ducatoroyic. H
uovn mepiodog mov £y® KAmOw GveEST] YPOVOL
elvar  toOpa  moOv  elpon EMOKENTNG  OTO
Hovemompio Kompov.

To ocvumépacpo pov petd amnd OAa ovTd TO
ypoVIa glvat 6TL Oov Ki o gloal, va 6EPecat oty
wpaln TIC omOYeElS, TIC TOTMOOETNGEIS KOl TIG
nemoldnoelg Tov dAlov. Av dev cupPadifovv ot
GAlot pe TG S1KéEG GOV OVTIAMWELS OMUaivel 0T
dev €yovv @PUdoel aKkdpUo oL GLVONKES Yo TV
TPOYLATOTOIN Y| TOVG.

Koumaé, Papaioaﬁnom Styan and Puka families in
Tirana, Albania.
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Closing this discussion I would like to ask you
to tell me what all this traveling and all these
collaborators and friends from all these years
finally mean to you.

I would say that all came quite coincidentally.
Everything was brought by the circumstances. In
any case | should say that the contact and
communication with the common people was an
enormous experience! This is something that one
may not realize so much if he/she is permanently
occupied with the teaching and the research at the
University.

I think that the situation and my administrative or
party activities for many years, were such that I
had not enough time for research. Many times I
wonder if this was my own escape or just an
excuse. The only period I have plenty of time is
now that [ am visiting the University of Cyprus.

My conclusion after all these years is that
wherever you are, you should respect in practice
the opinions, the statements and the beliefs of the
others. If the others do not agree with your own
perceptions it means that the conditions have not
still matured for their realization.

Panarcadian Games Sept. 25, 1959. S. Kounias
on the left with teammates and the Chairman of
the Athletic Club «Leonidasy.
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Arak M. Mathai

My association with Stratis goes back to 1960’s
when he came to McGill University, Department
of Mathematics. It was 1967 or 1968, the exact
year will be available from his cv. From that time
onward we worked as a team in all departmental
activities, in resisting the attempts of domination
over the statistics group by mathematicians and
also in pushing forward statistics programs. Our
statistics group was a good group consisting of
Harold Ruben as head of the group, then Michael
A. Stephens, Donald Dawson, Miklos Csorgo, V.
Sehsadri, Stratis Kounias and myself. Seshadri
joined the department in 1962 or 1963, Michael
A Stephens in 1963 and I joined in 1964. Others
came later. Then later George P.H. Styan and
Takis Papaioannou joined. Michael A. Stephens
left for McMaster University in Ontario. Later
Donald Dawson and Miklos Csorgo also left for
Carleton University in Ottawa.

In my years at McGill University, from 1964
until 2000 as a regular faculty member and from
2000 onward as an Emeritus Professor of
Mathematics and Statistics, I had taught students
from almost all countries. I had a large number of
M.Sc and Ph.D students from different countries.
Among all nationalities I found the Greeks the
best as human beings. 1 had a good number of
students of Greek origin, all of them still keep in
touch with me. I had colleagues from many
nationalities and two Greeks among them.
Among all people that I had come across in my
life Stratis Kounias is the best as a human being.

We had identical views on many things. I shared
some of his passion for socialistic system but [
was never a socialist or a capitalist. I liked the
aspect of protecting the weak, old and
handicapped in the society. But I did not like a
system which kills individual initiatives. Equality
among people in everything is logically an
impossible concept. For running a factory
someone has to be the manager and others have
to be the workers on the production line. Stratis
took it to the extreme, most probably because he
did not stay in iron-curtain countries in those
days. I remember one incident when we were
discussing merit increases in the departmental
meeting. Stratis put forward the idea that
increases in salaries should not be based on
merits but on needs of the individual. Apparently
nobody else shared that view.
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Most interesting and turbulent years were the
early 1970’s when we organized the Statistical
Society of Canada and the Canadian Journal of
Statistics. Several people, individuals and groups,
tried to set up a statistical society from time to
time. All were failures and all had given up. The
last person, who attempted, also sent around a
circular saying that there was no interest among
statisticians in Canada to create a Canadian
Statistical Society and hence he was giving up the
attempt. I had noted the defects in all the precious
attempts and I knew that I could establish a
Society successfully. I put forward the idea to
Stratis. He told me that if I wanted to organize he
would stand by me but he warned that there
would be onslaught by the “establishment” and
only if I could withstand, then only try it. I told
him that I could withstand. Then we decided to
go forward. We took one more person from our
Department at McGill, who was not in the main
stream of Statistics, and one from the University
of Montreal. Only four were needed to
incorporate a corporation without share capital at
that time in Canada.

For establishing a Society there are two major
approaches. One is from the bottom up. Like-
minded people assemble and make a resolution to
start a Society. Then ask for people to join in.
This approach works only if there is a senior in
the group who can order others to do what he
wants. In other words an imposed consensus is
created first and then order the subordinates to
carryout his wishes. Only one or two, whom
others  respected, were there in the
“establishment™ at that time who could organize
and none was involved and hence all previous
attempts failed. If a person, not a part of the
“establishment”, has to be successful he has to go
the other way, from top down. That is, establish it
by incorporation and thus create a legal entity
first. Then ask willing people to join. We did it
and it was successful. During the incorporation I
had put forward the names “Statistical Society of
Canada”, “Canadian  Statistical  Society”,
“Statistical Sciences Association of Canada” and
for the journal the names “Annals of Statistics”
[There was no Annals of Statistics at that time]
and “The Canadian Journal of Statistics”. But the
registrar’s office did not accept our first choices
of names saying that they might interfere with the
name  “Statistics Canada”  because the
government was changing the name of the bureau
of economics and statistics to Statistics Canada at
that time. Hence we were given the name
“Statistical Science Association of Canada”.



After establishing the legal entity, we had also
invited all in the establishment to join in all
respectable positions as President, Editor, Vice-
President etc. Almost all joined and later all of
them withdrew. There was resentment and the
atmosphere was nasty to describe it mildly. At the
first sign of attack from the establishment the
fellow from University of Montreal crossed over
to the opposition camp. Now there was intense
pressure on Stratis to quit our group. If Stratis
also quit then it would have become a one-man
show and naturally would collapse. But Stratis
kept his word and stood by me all the way
through. 1 would have done the same for him if
he was organizing and if I had given my word to
stand by him.

There was an amusing episode in this connection.
The “establishment” called a meeting of 21 of
their hand-picked persons to start another
Canadian Statistical Society. Stratis and 1 were
also invited. Their thinking was that even if the
two of us opposed they could pass a resolution 21
for and 2 against. When they send such a circular
around everyone would switch from our Society
to the new one. They thought that in this chess
game they had check-mated us and there was no
way to escape. Whether we went for their
meeting or not it was fait accompli in their
calculation.

In the normal course, two people cannot defeat 21
consisting of the “establishment” also. So, we
devised the only strategy left — filibuster the
whole meeting. They had in the agenda an item
of adopting a constitution for the new Society.
We decided to filibuster by way of clarifying
items in the proposed constitution. We sat down,
marked down all the points and decided that
Stratis would ask for clarifications and I would
give the points one after the other. We could
successfully filibuster the meeting until lunch
time. Then during the lunch time there was
immense pressure on Stratis to break away from
me. But Stratis did not betray me. In the
afternoon also we did the same and by 3 pm one
by one the “establishment” left and the meeting
collapsed. After calling the meeting in Ottawa
their strategist had called me, as part of
psychological warfare, and said that after the
Ottawa meeting 1 would have only one choice
left, that was to commit suicide to save my face.
This was not the first occasion that he and others
used the psychological warfare tactics against me.
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When the attack intensified Stratis asked me
whey not let them take it and run it and why not
withdraw. I told him that I had no interest to run
neither the Society nor the Journal for ever. After
fully established they could take and run them.
Stratis agreed and decided to stay with me and we
established both the Society and the Journal.

Our research collaboration was confined to one
paper only, that was on an optimization problem
connected with integer programming.

After the junta fell in Greece Stratis went back to
Greece. The next time when [ visited him in
Greece he was in the middle of organizing a
protest demonstration, possibly against something
the Americans did at that time. I do not remember
the exact cause. As a friend of Stratis I also
joined him. That was the first and last time I
participated in a street demonstration to protest
against something. I do not usually subscribe to
street demonstrations. The next time when I
visited him in Greece he told me that he had
bought an old chateau and remodeling it. The last
time when I visited Greece was when Professors
Koutras, Charalambides and others had organized
a conference in Athens.

In summary I have fond regards for Stratis and I
consider him as the best person that I ever came
across in my life.



Aréka [Tomapnyo

Opiopévol amd TOVG OVUYVOGTEG TNG EKOOGNG
aVvThS, iomc okeEHoOVV OTL gival PLGIOAOYIKO Va
pnom Betikd Ko eykdpdio Yoo TOV XTPOTh
Kouvid a@pov givar yvwoto 611 gipacte chvpoeot
KOl «GUUTOAEUIOTEG) GTOV OLOPPO CyDVO OV
Kkévooue amd 115 ypoupés tov KKE, oto Aawcod
Kiviua, oto oayova yw TV gpnivn. Qotdco
UTOP® VO, SPERUIDO® OTL EVIEADS OUEPOANTITA
oxoMal® Tov chVIpoPo XTpatr po Kot 1 on
KOl 1 OpAcm Tov £xEl EEXMPLOTA YOPOKTNPIOTIKA
OV TOL OVNKOVV, Kot To omoio  Pefaimg
evioyoOnkov péco amd TNV EUmEPio. KOl TIC
GULYKIVIGELS TOV OiVEL O OydVAG O,

Avto mov eYwd Eeywpilom otov Ztpartn sivar OtL
KaTdeepe va Yivel anTod TOL gUEIG TPESPEVOLLLE,
évag emoTUOvVOC oty avatatn Pobuida, évag
TOVETIOTNOKOS TOV £€0moe, O1€0ece amloyepa
TIG YVOGELS TOV YO0 VO LTNPETNOEL TIC OVAYKEG
KOl TO OCUUEEPOVIO TOL ACOV, TOV  VEDV
avOponev. [lavemotnuokdg Tov dev EKPLYE TIG
0éoe1g KOl TIG OMOWELG TOV GE EVal YDPO TOV OEV
elvar dedopévo OtTL M 1dg0loYiol TOV EMOTHOVA,
Kol HAAOTA 1) KOLOLVIGTIKY] KoopoBewpia, stvat
avektn. Me v évvoun, 0Tt avT apelefntel oyt
UOVO TO KOMITOMOTIKO GUGTIILO OAAG Kot TTOAAEG
Kuplopyes TaPUdOGLUKES ATOYELS TOV OTOTEAOVV
TO CLOTNUO TOV WEDV TNG OOTIKNG TAENC, ©¢
GUCTNUO  EMGTNLOVIKDV ondyewv OV
dddoKovTol 1| Kot amoteAovv Bdon g Epgvvag.

O Zrpatmig Kovvidg aymviebnke kot ayovileto
péco amd 1o 1010 TO EKMALOEVTIKO TOL £PY0 OAAG
Kol Gueco ®©C  Oy®VIOTAGC  KOTA  TOL
UTEPLOMOTIKOD TOAEHOL, VIEP TNG EPNVIG KO
TOV GOGLUAIGHOV.

Avapeioffmto yioo v €ipnivn Hlovy 6lot ot
TOVETIGTNOKOL, Ol  EPELVNTEG, Ol TOALTIKOL
aveldptnto om0 10E0AOYIKEC KOL  TOAMTIKEG
amoyel, 1 Yo TV oxpifer oxeddv  Olot.
Avckola va Bpelg onuepo 10E0A0Y0 VIEP TOL
TOAEHOL. Av Opmg ot dtoknpOEelg Kot ot OpKol
miomg oty gpnvn  €pbavov  va Vv
KATOYLPOGOVY TOTE OA0, B Ty TOAD KaAvTEPQ
onuepa. O Xtpatig otic pAoyepég optAiec Tov Yo
0 melmpo avtd Rmmue pe evouctnoio won
elukpiveln amédelée ot Eépet va ayovileTon Yo
mv epnvn. Aeod yvopiler moAd KoAd o6t O

TOAENOG, M OTPATIOTIKY  emifeon  dev
TPOYUOTOTOLlEITAL  Omd  KOMOWLG  YEVIKA
widpvbuovg,  kakovg kot Adyom  DNA
TOAELOKATNAOVG, OAAG €ival omoTéAEcUO KOl
GUUOVTO YOPUKTNPLOTIKO TV
EVOOIUTEPLOAIGTIK®Y avtifécemv oL
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EKONA®VOVTOL TOAD ®UA OTav TPOKELTOUL VvV
olexdwknfel mn avadiovoun TV AyopoOv, TOV
YOV TOV TPpOTOV VAOV. OTlL 0 TOAEpOG sivat
o1 @U0N TOL KOMITOMOTIKOD GULGTYLOTOG,
YPNOWOTOLEITOL G POPNTPO KOl TIUOPIN TOV
AoV  mov Béhovv  éva  owTOdVVARO  dpOLO
avantuéng, mpocmabodv va extlé€ouvv Tov 01K
Tovg OpoOUO KOWVIKNG e&EMEng, mov BEovv va
amoAlayobv  oamd v toSikn  PBlo Ko
EKHETAALEVO.

[Movemompiokdg mov dev  gumopevdnke v
EMIOTAMN KOl TIS YVAOOELS TOV, OV EVOLOQEPETOL
vy tov mion Buvcioa mAovtiopnd kKor v maon
Bucia TpocwmKY avadeln.

Q¢ moveToTNUINKO 08V TOV YVAOPLGO, ONANON
oV £€3pa TG dO0oKAANG, OTNV ETAPT TOL LE
TOV (OUTNT KOl Tr QOWTHTPLN, Mo Kol €0M Kol
TOALA-TTOALG YPOVIOL OAOKAN PG, TV POITNTIKN
pov Con. Eipor BéPom 6Tt o katéktnoe v
ayamn TV QOTNTAOV KOl GOLTNTPLOV TOV UE TNV
O0TACN, TNV GLUTEPLPOPE TOV, TO YAVKO,
avOpdOTIVO VPOG TOV. Xg TéTO1EC OTIYUEG KAV Lol
oUYKPIOT LE TNV QOUTNTIKN Hov {m1N TNV mEPiodo
1964-71, xou oképTopol OTL €YD Ogv elya
evkaipio, Adym yevikdtepov KAIPOTOC Ko €€
artiog g OwKtaTopiog Vo yvopicw TETO0VG
d0oKAAOVG OT®G MTOV Kol glvar 0 ZTpoTig
Kouvwidg.

Aleka Papariga

Some of the readers of this publication could
probably presume that it is natural to talk
positively and cordially about Stratis Kounias
since it is well known that we are companions
and cowarriors in our beautiful fight from the
lines of KKE, in the popular movement and in
struggle for peace. However, I can ensure you
that I comment completely unbiasedly about
Stratis since his life and his activities have
distinct personalized characteristics which of
course have been strengthened through the
experiences and the emotions that our fight is
offering.

What 1 personally value in Stratis is that he
accomplished what we all hoped for, to become a
top-ranked scientist, an academic who provided
and allocated generously his knowledge in order
to serve the needs and the interests of the people
and in particular, the young generation. He is a
university professor who did not hide his



positions and his opinions in an environment
where it is not certain that the ideology of a
scientist, and in particular a communist ideology,
is bearable. This is said in the sense that such an
ideology disputes not only the capitalistic system
but also a lot of well established traditional
opinions that constitute the ideologic system of
the urban class, as system of scientific opinions
that is taught or even constitutes the basis for
scientific research.

Stratis Kounias has fought and is still fighting
within the educational system and also as a direct
fighter against the imperialistic war and in
support of peace and socialism. Undeniably all
academics talk for peace, the researchers, the
politicians irrespectively of their ideological and
political affiliation, in reality almost everybody.
It is impossible to find in our days an ideologist
in favor of war. If however the statements and the
oaths of faith were sufficient to secure peach on
earth then the world would have been so much
better today.

Stratis in his fervid speeches for this very
important issue he proved with sensitivity and
that he knows how to fight for peace. After all he
knows quite well that the war and the military
attacks are not undertaken by some idiosygratic
individuals, by villains and those with war-like
DNA, but it is the result and the inherent
characteristic of endoimperrialistic oppositions
expressed blankly when it is time for the
reallocation of markets, namely the sources of
raw material. The fact that the war is part of the
nature of the capitalistic system is used as
bugbear and punishment against people in pursue
of self-reliant growth, people trying to choose
their own path of social development, or people
in need to be free from class violence and
exploitation.

Stratis is a scientist who did not trade the science
and his knowledge and has no interest for
personal enrichment and personal gain at all
costs.

I have not met Stratis as a University professor,
namely in the classroom and in his contact with
the students, since my student years have been
ended a long time ago. I am certain though that
he gained the love of his students with his
attitude, his behavior, and his sweet, human style.
In such moments I go back to my own student
years between 1964 and 1971, and I realize that
due to the general situation and the dictatorship, |
was not given the opportunity to have met such
schoolteachers as Stratis Kounias.
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Jennifer Seberry

I can't remember when I first started writing to
Professor Stratis Kounias about Block Designs
but I think it must have been over 35 years ago.

He, his student Professor, Christos Koukouvinos
and I started working together before Professor
Koukouvinos went into the army so Professor
Koukouvinos would have papers continuing to be
published during those years he could not work
on research. Professor Kounias always thought
ahead about his students careers.

The most memorable moment in my recollection
is when he cooked me fish stew at his home, I
was astonished that someone of his eminence

would spend the time to cook for me.

Professor Kounias is a great man, a foremost
researcher and an inspiration for humanity.

Luigi Salmaso

I went in Athens for the preparation of my

bachelor's degree on design of
experiments. Stratis Kounias was the local
referring person for the Erasmus

students. He followed me on the preparation of
the Thesis very carefully. He was an excellent
teacher and most of all an incredible Leader with
an enormous interior strength and extraordinary
human capacity. He motivated me like no other
with respect to both studying design of
experiments and being a good person. After that
meeting | had a great motivation in the academic
career and I entered the PhD Program working
with him on design of experiments. He visited
Italy for a few times for discussing research
projects and making some wonderful trips to the
Dolomites and to Venice.

Stratis: a great scientist and a formidable human
being!



Evayyelog Mayaipog

o tov IHavemomuiokd wabnynt Ztpaty
Kovvid giyo akovcel moAAd kol Tpomdviov Ot
glvar  omovdaiog  pobnuoatikdéc.  Molovott
katoyopoote and tov idto voud (Apkadiag) tov
yvopioa 10 1988 mov petaxAnbnke amd TO
[Moavemomuo Oescorovikng, oto Ilavemoto
AbBnvav. Exeivog opmg pe néepe and tig 25/3/44,
otav Ntav 8 Ypovov Kol gy®  £KOVO TOPELOOT)
610 Agwvido Apkadiag mg d10KNTAG AVTAPTIKOV
tufuratog (roAvBorapyiog) Tov Iépvava.

Eiya axovoel 611 ot Oeco0olovikny GUUUETEIYE
dpactnple.  OTO  QUAEPNVIKO  Kivpuo — ®¢
avTImpoedpos ¢ Tomikng emitporng g EEAYE
kol Ootav Mpbe omv AOMvae tov ekdAeco vo
ovppetacyel oty Kevipwr poappoateio, otnv
omoio ekA&ytnKe avTpoedpog. Me v 1810t T
avt eknpooonnce v EEAYE wg opiAntrg o€
OVTITOAEIKEG EKONADGCES O SLIPOPES TOAELG
™G YOPAG HOG.

To 1999 nynonke anootoAing g EEAYE kot tov
EMnvikod EpuBpov Ztavpod mov petépepe ot
IMovykocAafio pe eopmyd avtokivnta eapraKo
Kol povyIGHo yio Tovg [ovykosAdfovg mov 10T
BopPapdifoviav and ta NATOikd aepomidva.
Eniong, exnpoowmnnoe v EEAYE oe debveic
GUVOVTAOELG Kol gival PEAOG TNG GLVIOKTIKNG
OHAdOG  TOL  TPUNVINIOV — TEPLOIKOV  LLOG
«APOMOI THX EIPHNHZX».

To 2000 eknpoownnce v EEAYE og gkdniwmon
OV  0PYAV®GOV Ol OVTUUTEPLOAIOTIKEG
opyavooelg tov HITA ot Néa Yopkn evavrtiov
tov 10te  mpoédpov KAiviov, ¢ Kvpimg
vebbovov Yyl TNV KOTOOTPOON NG
IMovykocAafiog Kot pLéEypl oNuepa TPOGOEPEL TIG
VINPEGIEG TOV OTO EAMAMNVIKO Kot TO OleBveg
PUAELPTVIKO KivNUOL.
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Evangelos Mahairas

I have heard many things about Professor Stratis
Kounias and on top of all, that he is a superb
Mathematician. Although we are originated form
the same area (Arcadia) I first met him in 1988
when he moved form the University of
Thessaloniki to the University of Athens. He
knew me though since Mach 25", 1944 when he
was 8 years old and I was marching through
Leonidion as chief commander of the Parnon
light artillery troops.

I heard that in Thessaloniki he was very active
with the Peace Movement as Vice-Chairman of
the local group of the Greek Committee for
International Defense and Peace (EEDYE). So,
when he moved to Athens I invited him to join
the Central Secretariat of EEDYE where he was
elected Vice-Chairman. Under this capacity he
represented EEDYE as speaker in anti-war events
in various cities around the country.

In 1999 he was in charge of the EEDYE and
Greek Red Cross convoy that transferred
medicine and clothing to Yugoslavia which was
bombarded by NATO aircrafts. In addition, he
represented EEDYE in international events and
he is a member of the Editorial board of our 3-
monthly magazine ‘“Peace Paths”.

In 2000 he represented EEDYE in a special event
organized by the ~USA  anti-imperilist
organizations in New York against President
Clinton as the primary responsible for the
destruction of Yugosvalia and until today he
offers his services to the Greek and the
International Peace Movement.



Llukan Puka

The first contact with Professor Kounias, was at
the end of 80s. It was the time of many
difficulties in Albania and also the beginning of
big changes in the country.

At that time I received a letter from Stratis,
inviting me for a talk at the Mathematics
Department of Athens University. 1 was really
surprised, because we did not have any contacts
or relations with Greek Universities until that
time. Of course, we did not have relations at all,
except in some exceptional cases. In 1983, [ had a
PhD diploma in probability from “Pierre et Marie
Curie” (Paris 6) University and after returning in
Albania I was in contact only with some
colleagues from France.

During the same period I received also a letter
from Professor Takis Papaioannou, from
loannina, asking me for a possible study visit in
Tirana in view of some collaboration. In this
letter was mentioned that Professor George
Styan, from McGill University in Montreal,
wanted to visit Albania too. You will see later
why I am mentioning all this names.

So, with a very great pleasure I accepted the
invitation and I went to Athens. At that time, my
first language was French; 1 spoke very little
English. At the airport I met a young assistant
from Mathematics Department, Vasilis, who
spoke very little Albanian, just few words for
understanding. Stratis came at the hotel with
Sonya, his wife. And this was the first time that [
met him. It is unnecessary to say how familiar
this first discussion was. I was a little anxious for
my seminar, because of the language. They,
Stratis and Sonya, speak French, so the
conversation with them was easy. But Stratis told
me: “I will also do the translation from French to
English for the colleagues”. I remember Sonia
saying to me, joking: “If you want to come again
to Athens, you have to learn and speak English”.
Stratis explained to me that a seminar was also
scheduled in Thessaloniki. I told him that I had
only one week of permission (special!) from my
authorities and also that I was obliged to go
through loannina for my return in Albania
(financial question but also a way to discuss with
Takis the perspective of the visit). He laughed,
saying “it will be for another case”, and
organized my visit to Ioannina where I met Takis
and Maria, his wife, French speakers too. After
the seminar in Athens, Stratis changed the hotel
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for me, to be near Sintagma and Plaka and have
more possibilities to visit Athens during this short
visit.

After my return to Tirana, I organized the visit of
Stratis and Takis (and George too) with their
wives to Albania, being the first Greek
mathematicians (Canadian too) who visited our
mathematics department. It was a magnifique
visit, because all of them knew each other since
the 70s in Canada. And the visit was a good
occasion to be together again. For me it was the
first contact. A family friendship was created
with them from that time which is continuing.
Many other visits followed. Our wives, Sonya,
Maria, Evelyn and Tanusha, also found nice this
new friendship.

I would like to mention another fact. You may
remember the events of 1997 in Albania when
with the crash of the pyramid schemes, the
country sunk in a catastrophic and dangerous
situation. One day during this period, early in the
morning Stratis called me and invited us to go to
Athens, in order to be in a safe place during this
period. I remember in fact many other details
like this, when Stratis and Sonya’s house was,
and is (in Athens or in Leonidion), as our home.

Every time we met, Stratis was very eager and
wanted to know every thing, every moment ready
to help you.

In a biography, I do not remember the name; the
author was perplexing how to begin the writing.
Finally, he begins with the expression “C’etait un
home”. I think, if somewhere someone will take
the initiative to write a biography for Stratis, the
best way to begin is the same: “He is a home”.
All his life is the best argument.



Peter Whittle

I have known Stratis from the time he began
graduate studies in 1961, a prelude to a long and
successful career. However, had I known him
from only those early days, I would still have
regarded him as one of the most generous and
vivid personalities | have met -- an impression
which has only been reinforced since.

Stratis turned up at the Statistical Laboratory
of the University of Manchester as an
unannounced surprise package in 1961, shortly
after I had taken post there myself. He had been
accepted as a research student in the Faculty of
Economics, but realised on arrival that the
courses available there were insufficiently
mathematical for his purposes. His evidence
justifying a quick switch to Mathematics was
largely informal, but he conveyed a conviction
which turned out to be well-founded. In the
subsequent years he completed a fine piece of
work and enhanced the life of several
Mancunians.

His thesis was probabilistic in character,
although we did try to bring it to application; I
recall that we visited Cadbury's in Bournville
together. At this time there was a revived interest
in the optimisation of experimental design, and it
was this theme that Stratis took up. It led him into
the complex of associated topics (matrix
combinatorics, probabilistic inequalities of the
Bonferroni and Kolmogorov  types) to
whose development he has so fruitfully
contributed since.

After completion of his thesis Stratis spent
some years in the USA and Canada, but it seemed
right for him to return to Greece. This he did by
accepting a chair, first at the Aristotle Universiy
of Thessaloniki and then at the University of
Athens. During these years he stimulated more
than a generation of students, both intellectually
and with the warmth, humanity and energy which
I know so well. It gladdens one to see a fine
colleague and a good friend so rightly honoured
by his own country and yet, in his maturity, so
little changed.

35

Bodh R. Gulati

Dr. Stratis Kounias has been one of my best
professors that I have met during my academic
career. | came in contact with him in 1966 when
he joined the University of Connecticut at Storrs.
I was a Ph.D. candidate at that time. I attended
some of his classes and was very much impressed
with his presentation of the material. Every
lecture I attended in his class was an eye-opener,
a valuable experience and I learnt a lot from him.
He has been a God-given gift for me and I have
always been grateful to him.

My only regret was that he stayed at the
University for two years and then moved to
McGill University in Canada. [ visited him few
times in Canada and he was very helpful in my
thesis. He uplifted my spirits and gave me the
inspiration I needed most. We did publish few
papers in International Journals.

Unfortunately, 1 lost my contact with Professor
Kounias in 1978 when he moved to Greece and
now | am really excited to find him. I understand
that he has since retired and I wish him well.



Michael Stephens

I am pleased to add my tribute to Stratis Kounias. I
know that there have been and will be admiring
references to his work in statistics, both as
researcher and professor. I shall reminisce about
my encounters with Stratis over the years.

I first met Stratis in the mid-60s, when we met at
Johns Hopkins. Stratis was not too happy living in
the United States, and so I helped him get a
position at McGill in cosmopolitan Montreal. We
shared an office for several years. It was the time
of the junta in Greece. Our office was plastered
with posters, and Stratis made me sign a pledge
not to visit Greece until the junta was defeated. [
should say that I did two years of classical greek at
school, read Euripides and Herodotus, and don’t
remember a word. But I had visited in 1954,
invited by two Greek students whom I taught in
London. I saw 'Romeo and Juliet' in a beautiful
park in Athens, and certainly I wanted to visit
Greece again. But I dutifully signed, the thought
of daily facing the wrath of Stratis proving beyond
my stamina. Little did I know that that pledge
would not be redeemed till a new century had
begun.

During that time at McGill, Stratis was of course
active in the Greek community in Montreal, and a
group staged a demonstration in a church to protest
the visit of an emissary from the Greek embassy in
Ottawa. This resulted in a blow on the head for
Stratis (which I am sure improved his research
capabilities) and his being carted off to the police
station. We had to bail him out so that he could
teach his course, not the sort of thing which often
happens to dull academics. On the day the junta
fell, Stratis was in France, and word reached me
that he went immediately to his homeland along
with (well, not exactly with) another great patriot,
Melina Mercouri (I don't know if it was a Sunday).
I can imagine the joy for Sonia and Stratis to see
their country, and to join in the rejoicing.

But I must not leave Montreal days without
remembering the Kounias' hospitality, lovely
dinners and Sonia's excellent cooking. Finally, the
two children, George and Sophia, were raised in
Montreal and I hope will ever remain a little bit
Canadian. I moved around, finally settling in
Vancouver, and Stratis went to Thessalonika. We
rather lost contact, although I did hear that Stratis
had run for (and maybe won?) a position at the
University which was voted by the students. I
believe he ran as a communist. Nothing surprised
us who knew him, but I am sure his interpretation
of communism, if he had ever tried it in Soviet
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Russia, would have meant more blows to the head
and a long stretch in a gulag somewhere east of
Omsk.

So my next encounter with Stratis was in a darker
time. I was giving a talk in Montreal, and Stratis
walked in. I stopped to shake hands 'with my
favourite communist', and noticed a rather subdued
Stratis. After the talk he told me of George's
accident; he had brought him back to Canada for
rehabilitation and so that he could finish his degree
at Concordia. George finished, and I understand
that he has made a good life for himself, including
playing in an Olympic team. Sophia finished at
McGill and has a career at the University of
Athens.

At that time there was a characteristic Stratis-
incident. He decided to visit friends in the US, but
was turned back at the border because (quelle
horreur!) they had him on the computer, a well-
known Greek communist.

And then the years passed, until I was fortunate to
be invited to speak at the Greek Statistical meeting
in Rhodes in 2005, 51 years since my first visit,
and some 35 years since I signed Stratis' pledge.
Perhaps he had something to do with the
invitation. It was a wonderful visit, the talks (and
the dancing), meeting Professor Cacoullos after
many years, and also meeting a younger
generation of Greek statisticians. But of course the
highlight was to meet Sonia and Stratis again, and
to find them in such good health and spirits. They
kindly drove me to their lovely village, showed me
where Stratis used to court Sonia under her
window, another Romeo-and-Juliet story, and took
me to the village square, where the entire village
seemed to come to shake the hand of their former
town councilor. I understand that Stratis had run
for parliament several times, but alas without
success. He was thinking of restoring an old stone
building on their property, and then renting it. |
hope Evelyne and I could become tenants one
summer. But-- does that make him a capitalist
after all? Never - Stratis is the true Liberal- a
believer in maximum freedom but in a fair-minded
society. Would that there were more like him!

Stratis also took me to see a friend who cut
marble, and I asked for some of that beautiful
white stone as a memento. Then when I got home,
here arrived a box full of beautiful pebbles from
Stratis. They must have been sent at great expense;
they sit on agilt tray in the middle of the dining
table, a reminder of a long friendship. Evelyne and
I wish Sonia, Stratis and their family good health
and good fortune for the years to come.
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