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IIpoioyog

To mapdv tevy0oc T0v Etatiotikoy [lepiokomiov amoterel apiépmpa otov Kabnynm Takn
Homaiodvvov. Ot cuveviedéels, 6mwg eival yvmotd, eiyov Eexivnoer oto tevyog 11 tov
Yratotko [lepiokomiov (Oktdpprog-NoépuPprog tov 2004) pe ) ovvévrevén tov Emitipov
[Ipoédpov tov EXI Koabnynt) Ogdpiriov KdrkovAlov kai cvveyiommkav oto tedyog 22
(DePpovaproc 2007) pe Tov Kabnynt Fedpyro Povcca. O cuvaderpog Zipog Meivtavng eiye
avaAdPel To Olov eyyeipnuo pe eEopetikn emiTuyia. XT1 GUVEKELD AKOAOVONCE TO APIEPMUA
otov Kadnynm Ztparr Kovvid oto tevyog 32 (PePpovdpilog 2009) 10 omoio iye empeindel
0 VIOYPAP®V KoL £va ¥pOvo UETE 1) cuVEVTEVEN Tov Akadnuaikod Kadnynm Kovotavtivov
Apaxdtov kot oAl pe tov ayomntd cuvadehpo Xipo Meivtavn. Topa fpbe n ogpd tov
Kobnynt Taxn Homaiodvvov. Xpeldotnkay entd 0AOKANPOL UAVES v cLYKeEVIpwOEL OA0 TO
VAKO Yo To agiEpmpa owtd. Ot avBpwmol Tov cuvéfaiay givar kot ot avapibuntot. [pémet
Kot apydg vo evyaploTo® Oepudtata OAOLG OGOVG GULVEIGEQEPAV OTNV €KOOCT OLTY.
Eniong mpémer vo guyopiomnow Oepua yio tn peyadn Ponbew tovg tov ko. NtéiPvt
[Monaiwdvvou kot Tov ayamntd cuvddelpo Kabnynt Koopd depevrivo. Eniong evyoapiotd
Oeppd Toug cuvadérpovg Kdota Zaypdapo kot Zotipn Aovkd. Télog, ekpetaiiedopon v
guKopia VT VO EVYOPLOTIHC® KOt TOV 1610 T0 cuvopAnt pov, Taxm [Haraiwdvvov oyt povo
YL VT TN GVVEVTELEN OAAG Kol SOTL Elval €O OO TOLG GNUOVTIKOVG 0vOPOTOLES TOL
Bpiokovtol 6to TAELPO LoV €O® Kot TOAAG XpdVLaL.

AréEavdpoc Kapaypnyopiov

Preface

The current issue of Statistical Periscope is dedicated to Professor Emeritus Takis
Papaioannou. The interviews, as it is known, begun in issue 11 of the Statistical Periscope
(October-November 2004) with the interview of the Honorary Chairman of GSI Professor
Theofilos Kakoullos and continued in issue 22 (February 2007) with Professor George
Roussas. Simos Meintanis had undertaken the whole task with great success. Then, in
February (2009) I decided to dedicate an entire issue (issue 32) to Professor Stratis Kounias.
A year later Simos took over and interviewed the member and ex-President of Athens
Academy, Professor Constantinos Drakatos. Now, it is my turn again to prepare the current
issue for Professor Papaioannou. The task was quite difficult since Professor Papaioannou
moved to five (5) different places (universities) in the States and Canada before he settled in
Greece. It took me almost seven months to collect the material and put the issue together. The
individuals that help to put all this together are innumerable. I should first thank all those who
contributed to this publication. Also I should express my appreciation for their enormous help
Mr. David Papaioannou and Professor Kosmas Ferentinos. I would also like to thank
Professor Kostas Zografos and Professor Sotiris Loukas. As for Prof. Papaioannou, I take this
opportunity to express to him my sincere appreciation since he is one of those special people
who have been on my side for so long.

Alex Karagrigoriou
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TAKHX TAITAIQANNOY/TAKIS PAPAIOANNOU

H {on ko to £pyo Tov/His Life and Career

Koouag K. @epevrivog/Kosmas K. Ferentinos

Opotipog Kadnyntg Ioavemotuiov loavvivov/
Professor Emeritus, University of loannina

Eivar tiun yo péva mov pov divetar n gvkoipio vo
piioo yw. to ddokoro, ¢iho KOl GTEVO OV
ocvvepyatn, 7to otatiotikd  Kabnynm  Téxn
[Nonraiodvvov.

O Kabnynmc Takng Homaioavvov yevvnOnke otig
27 Noegpppiov 1937 oty [atpa. 'Hrtav éva amd ta
000 modd tov Kwvetaviivov kot g Bacstiikng
Momaiodavvov. Tig tote IMUVAGIOKES TOV GTOVOEG
Tic ékave oty Ildtpa péypt to 1955. To 1956 pue
glo0ymykég eEetdoelg lonydn tétaptog oto Tunqua
MaOnpoatikov tov [Movemomuiov Abnvav kot
£tuye vrotpoiog amd to IKY tnv omoia dwotpnoe
KaTd TN SudpKeln TV orovddv Tov. To Mdptio Tov
1961 élhafe 1o ITtvyio Tov Tunuatoc Mabnuotikmy
pe Pobud dplota. X cvvéxela (1961-1962)
VINPETNCE TN OTPOTIOTIKY Tov Onteio. To mpmTo
e€dunvo tov 1963 epydotnke ¢ qusbog Ponbog
omv A’ taxtikn &5pa Mabnuatikig Avaivong
(Kabnynmg A. Kéanmog) oto Tuquo Mabnuatikov
tov Ilavemompuiov ABnvaov. To Xemtéufpio oL
1963 élaPe vmotpopio amd T0 NATO ko T0o 1dpvpa
FULBRIGHT «xot ypaetnke 7yioo HETOATTUYIOKES
onovdég oto Catholic University tng Apepikng otnv
Ovdotyktov. Avo ypévia apyotepa mnpe 1o M.Sc.
o MaOnpotiky  Ztoatiotikp  omd 10 1010
[Movemomuo. To 1965-1966 epydotnke wg
petTomTuyloKog gpevvnng oto Stanford University
Kot To ZemtépPpro tov 1966 étvye vrmotpopiag amd
to lowa State University. And to I[lavemompio
avtd t0 Mdwo tov 1970 éhaPe 1o Ph.D. t00 0T
2TOTIOTIKN TO Omoio ekmoviOnKe vtd TV emiPieym
tov Kobnynm O. Kempthorne pe rtitho: On
Statistical Information Theory and related Measures
of Information. Ev 10 peto&d to 1969 mavipedtnke
™™ Maopia Mdavtoka pe v omoia améktnoe Vo
mad1d, Tov NTéifvt kon tn Bavéooa.

O koptotepeg akadnuoikés Oéoelg tov MTOv Ol
axolovbec:
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It is a great honor for me to be given the opportunity
to talk about my teacher, my friend and my close
collaborator, the statistician Professor Takis
Papaioannou.

Professor Papaioannou was born on November 27",
1937 in Patras. He was the younger of the two boys
of Konstantinos and Vasiliki Papaioannou. He had
his secondary education in Patras, until 1955. In
1956 he sat for the University Entrance Exams and
was accepted with the 4™ highest score, in the
Mathematics Department of the University of
Athens. For this achievement he received a
scholarship from the National Scholarship
Foundation which he retained for the duration of his
studies. In March 1961 received his BSc in
Mathematics with honors. Immediately after that
(1961-1962) he served his army duty. During the fall
semester of 1963 he worked as an unpaid assistant in
Mathematical Analysis (Professor D. Kappos) in the
Department of Mathematics of Athens University. In
September 1963 he received a scholarship from
NATO and Fulbright and entered the graduate
program in Catholic University in Washington DC.
Two years later, he received his MSc in
Mathematical Statistics. During the period 1965-
1966 he worked as graduate researcher at Stanford
and in September 1966 he received a scholarship
from lIowa State University for doctoral studies. In
May 1970 he received his PhD from lowa State in
Statistics under the direction of Professor O.
Kempthorne. The title of the thesis was On
Statistical — Information  Theory and Related
Measures of Information. In the meantime he
married Maria Mantaka in 1969 and had two
children, David and Vanessa.

The main academic positions of Professor
Papaioannou are the following:



Assistant Professor (1970-73), oto Department
of Statistics and Computer Science, Tov
University of Georgia towv HIIA.

Assistant Professor (1973-76), oto Department
of Mathematics tov McGill University tov
Montreal otov Canada.

KoOnyntig [Mbavotntov kot ETOTIGTIKNAG
(1976-1999), tov Tpquotog Mabnuoatikdv Tov
[Moavemouiov loavvivov.

Kabnyntmg Zrtatwotikng (1999-2004), tov
TuAuatog  EtotoTikng Kot ACQOUAGTIKNG
Emomung tov Iavemompiov Ilepowng, omd
omov cuvtaélodoTninke oto TEAOC AVYOVoTOL
Tov 2004.

Oupotipog Kabnynmg (2005) tov Tunuatog
2toTotikng Ko Acpoiotikig Emetung tov
Hoavemompiov Hepormc.

Opotipwog Kabnyntig (2006) tov Tunuotoc
MaOnpatikov tov [Taverietuiov loavvivoy.
Emokéneg Kabnyntg (2004-2005, 2006-2007,
2008-2009), tov Tunuotog Mabnpoatikov kot
2rotiotikng Tov [avemompiov g Kompov.

O koptoTepeg dlotkntikég BEGeEIC Katd T OldpKeLln
NG OKAOMIOIKNG TOL KOPLEPOG NTOAV:

AtevBoving  (1976-1982) 1ov  Epyoaotnpiov
Ytotiotikng tov Tuniuotog Mabnuatik@v tov
[Hoavemopuiov loavvivov.

AtevBovnig (1983-1994) TOV Topéa
[MBovotteV, Xtatiotikng kot Emiyeipnoiokng

‘Epevvoc tov Tunuatoc Mabnpotik@v Tov

[Hoavemompiov loavvivov.

[Mpdedpog  (1982-1984)  tov  Tunuartog
Mafnpoatikov tov [Taverompiov [oavvivev.
Koountopag (1980-1982 ko 1994-1997) 1ng
YyxoAng Oetikdv Emomuov tov Ilavemotpiov
loavvivov.

IIpdedpog  (1999-2003) tov  Tunuartog
2roTotikng kKou Acpoiotikig Emetung tov
[Moavemouiov [epoide.

[Ipoedpedmv (¢ Koountopag, 1996-1997) g
npocowpwng . . tov Tpnpoatog ITAnpo@opiknig
tov [Havemotmpiov loavvivov.

Méhog g ZuykAntov emi celpd €TOV KOl
avtmpoedpog g Emitponrg Epsuvav (1990-
1997) 1ov IMavemomuiov loavvivov.
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Assistant Professor (1970-73), Department of
Statistics and Computer Science, University of
Georgia, USA.

Assistant Professor (1973-76), Department of
Mathematics, McGill University, Montreal,
Canada.

Professor of Probability and Statistics, (1976-
1999), Department of Mathematics, University
of loannina.

Professor of Statistics (1999-2004), Department
of Statistics and Insurance Science, University
of Piracus from which he retired in August
2004.

Professor Emeritus (2005), Department of
Statistics and Insurance Science, University of
Piraeus.

Professor Emeritus (2006), Department of
Mathematics, University of loannina.

Visiting  Professor, (2004-2005, 2006-2007,
2008-2009), Department of Mathematics and
Statistics, University of Cyprus.

The main administrative positions of Prof.
Papaioannou during his academic career are the
following:

e Director (1976-1982), Statistics Lab,

Department of Mathematics,
loannina.

Director (1983-1994), Division of Probability,
Statistics and Operational Research, Department
of Mathematics, University of [oannina.
Chairman  (1982-1984),  Department
Mathematics, University of loannina.
Dean (1980-1982 & 1994-1997), School of
Sciences, University of loannina.

Chairman (1999-2003), Department of Statistics
and Insurance Science, University of Piracus.
Acting Chair (1996-1997) of the Temporary
General Assembly of the Department of
Computer Science, University of loannina.
Member of the Senate for many years and Vice-
Chairman of the Research Committee (1990-
1997) of the University of loannina.

University of

of



Emmpocbétmg, o k. [anaindvvov dietéhece péLog
tov AIKATZA, péhog (g otatiotikdg) 1Tng
Emompovikrig Emitponic Eyxkpicewg Dapudxmv
tov EO® «xot Ipdedpog g Teyvikng Emitpomng
Exnaidevong ko E&etdoenv Tov acQoAMCTIKGV
dwpecorafovviawv  tov  Yrmovpyeiov Avamtvéng
(2004-2006).

I'vopioa tov Kabnynt Taxn [oraiodvvov to 1976
HETA TNV €KA0Y TOoL 610 Tunpa Mabnpatikdv Tov
[Movemompiov loavvivov. Exeivn v enoyn fuovv
Bonbog oto  Epyactipo  ETaTIOTIKAG KOl
ApiBuntikniig Avdivong ko elyo enmpcbei
dwaockoria (vmd v emiPreyn Ttov  Kabnynt
Metewporoyiag k. Meta&d) tov pabnuitov g
t6te 'Edpag [TiBovottev kol ZTatioTikng, o10tt glye
anmoyopnoet ywo v AXOEE (onpepa Owovopuko
[Movemoto) 0 0EIVNOTOG Koabnyntig
Zratiotikng Anuntprog Aopnpdxkng. Me tov gpyopnd
tov K. [Tomaimdvvov opyovobnkay to pobniuoata e
GUOTNUOTIKO  TPOTO KOl Slpopedbnkay ot
GUVONKEG KOL Ol TPOOTTIKEG YlOL TNV OAITOKTNON
AWBoKTOpIKOL AWmA®UOTOG VIO TNV KoHodnynon
Tov. Avti okpiPodg 1 Betikn cvopPoin emnpéoace
ONUOVTIKG KOl TNV amoQac uov vo, gpyacdod pall
tov oe 0époto Mabnuotikig XTOTIOTIKNG Kot
€w0koTEPO 01N XTOTioTiK) Ogwpio [TAnpogopidv.
2N GLVEYELD GTNV TEPLOYN OLTH KOl LE EPAPUOYES
Kuping o€ OuaTo ZTATIOTIKNG ZOUTEPUCUATOAOYIOG
EPYAOTNKOV Kol GAAOL GUVASELPOL TOV ATOPOITHOAV
apyotepa. Avti n avénomn evolapEPOVTog Kol 1
EVOOYOAN O UE TO TTPoavVOPEPHEY epeuvnTIKO TTEDIO
odnynoe ot OSnuovpyio pioG OUAdOG EPELYNTAOV
OV aMEKTNOAY ABOKTOPIKE OTNV TEPLOYN OVTH LE
TOAAEG  OMNUOCIEVGES UEPIKEC €K TOV  OToimV
amodeiytniay Oepelokec.

Eivar evdeiktiko 6t1 ota gikoot Tpia (23) ypovia mov
o K. [Momaiodvvov vmnpétmoe ota  [dvveva
ekmovnoav T Adoktoptkr] Tovg Awrpifn vmd v
enifreyn tov, TANV guov 10 1979, o k. Kdotog
Zoypaoog (1987) xor n k. Mapia Katépn (1995).
Emionc ovppeteiye og emPrénov yww peydio
¥povikd didotnua (LExpt NG €KAOYNAG TOL GTO
[Movemotquo Ilepowdg) ommv  ekmdvnon g
dwaktopikng Olatping  tov k. XapdAapmov
Toaipidn n omoio. ohokAnpmONKe VIO TN 1K1 OV
emifreyn 10 1999. Axdéun frov emPrénov om
Mertamtoylokn Awtpipn g k. Aéomowvag Adciov
(1997).
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In addition, Professor Papaioannou served as
member of the National Council for Academic
Recognition, as member (as a statistician) of the
Scientific  Council of the National Drug
Administration and Chair of the Technical
Committee for the Education and Accreditation of
insurance intermediaries, of the Ministry of
Development (2004-2006).

I met Professor Papaioannou in 1976 after his
election in the Department of Mathematics at
loannina. At that time, I was an assistant in the
Statistics and Numerical Analysis Lab and I was in
charge of teaching (under the direction of
Meteorology Professor Metaxas) of the courses in
Probability and Statistics since (the late) Professor
Dimitrios Lambrakis had already moved to Athens
University of Business and Economics. Immediately
after his arrival, Professor Papaioannou organized
the courses in a systematic way and set forward the
conditions and requirements for obtaining a PhD
degree, under his direction. This particular positive
turn of events made me decide to work with him in
Mathematical Statistics and in particular in
Statistical Theory of Information. Many more
colleagues, who graduated later, worked in this area
on applications mostly in Inferential Statistics. The
increased interest and the involvement in this
scientific area resulted in the formation of a group of
young researchers in loannina who obtained their
PhDs in this area, with numerous publications, some
of which can be considered fundamental.

It should be mentioned that during the period of
twenty three (23) years that Professor Papaioannou
served in loannina, besides myself in 1979, Kostas
Zografos in 1987 and Maria Kateri in 1995
completed their Doctoral Theses under his direction.
In addition, Professor Papaioannou served as the
main advisor (until his election in Piraeus) in the
PhD thesis of Charalambos Tsairidis which was
completed under my direction in 1999. He was also
the academic advisor for the Master’s Thesis of
Despoina Dasiou (1997).



Metd 10 1999 mov exdéymmre Kabnyntig oto
[Hovemompuo Ilewpowwg o k. IMamoiodvvov Mrtav
emPrénOV oty ekmovnon G  ASaKTOPIKNG
Awtpipnic tov k. AbBavoaciov ZayAd (2010) xot
emPrénov tov Metantuylokdv AwTpifov tov K.
ABavaciov Zayrd (2004), g k. Ztovpovrog
[TovAomovAov  (2004), ¢ k.  Avootoaciog
EAevBepaxn (2004), tc k. Zoeiag Aaovtdpn (2005)
ka1 tov k. [ewpyiov Kovteoyépa (2010). Eniong v
MEPI0O0 QTN OTO OSLOTUNUATIKO-OLOTOUVETIG T ULAKO
[IMX  Buwootatiotikn NMrov  emPrAénov 1oV
MetantuyioKkadv Awtpifov g . Mapiag
Katpuwoféin (2004) ko g k. [Havayidtag Aovma
(2004). Xmmv Kompo (¢ emokéntne Koabnyntig)
ntav emPrénmv g Metamtoylokng Atatpipnig Tov
K. Xapdiaumov Xapardpmovs (2009).

H mpocpopd tov otovg véoug emiotnuoveg &lye
Eexwvnoel Tpv Tov gpyoud tov oty EAAGda, 6mov
ntov emPrénwv ywoo v ondktmon M.Sc. twov: J.
Smith (University of Georgia, 1972) , E. Nemes
(University of Georgia, 1973), J. Fetaya (McGill
University, 1974), T. Speevak (McGill University,
1975), B. Kouri (McGill University, 1976), S. Alam
(McGill University, 1977).

Emiong detéhece cuvemPrénwv kot péA0G TPIHEADY
KOl ENTOUEADV EMTPOTAOV KOl GE TOAAEG GAAEG
Awdoktopikég Alotpipéc.

Me tovg mpoovoeepBiviag  OOGKTOPEC Kol
UETOTTUYIOKOVG  QOITNTEG  Kou  UE  GAAOLG
GUVOOELPOVG TOV 1 GLUVEPYATES TOV OAAG Kot UOVOG
tov o k. Takng Iomaiowdvvov Odnuocicvce
neplocodTepeg amod S0 epyaoieg oe d1ebvoug eNung
TEPLOOIKA KO APKETEG AALEG OE TPUKTIKA GUVESPIV
N og TEPOOIKH YEVIKOTEPOL €VOLPEPOVTOG. Ot
EPYUCIEC TOV EMIKEVIPOVOVTOL KUPIMG OTIG TEPLOYES
™G XTOTIOTIKNG, Omwg T XtatwoTiky Ogwpia
[Mnpopopidv, tovg Ilivakeg Xvvapelag, To
Movtéha Zucyétiong Kot Zuvagelag Kot ™ Oswpio
Agtypotoinyiog.

To epgovnkd 1TOL  £€py0  OVOPEPETAL KO
YPNOLOTOlEITAL OO GAAOVG EPELVNTEG Kol EXEl
MOPOVCLOCTEL G  OLVEDPLD OTO Omoio. O K.
IMomoiodvvoyv GUUUETEIYE OC TPOTKEKANEVOG /M Oyl
opantg omv EAAGSa kol to E&mtepikd ko og
dupopa Tlavemotjua g Evpodnng ota onoia
K\Onke ko emoképbnke. Emiong to epevvntikd
oV €pyo €xel ypnpatodotndei amd ddpopeg wnyEC.
Amoppola OA®V ALTOV NTAV 1) GUUUETOYN TOV OTN
Yvvtaxktik] Emutpony] (Editorial Board) diebvav
EMGTNHOVIKDV TEPLOOIKMV UE GVOTNUA KPLITAOV KL 1)
YPNOOTOING TOV G KPutf] o€ TOAAG O1ebvn
TEPLOJIKAL.
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After his transfer to Piraeus in 1999, Professor
Papaioannou was the advisor in the PhD thesis of
Athanassios Sachlas (2010) and the Master Theses
of Stavroula Poulopoulou (2004), Anastasia
Eleftheraki (2004), Sofia Laoutari (2005) and
George Koutsocheras (2010). During that period and
for the interdepartmental Master’s program in
Biostatistics, he served as the academic advisor for
the Master theses of Maria Katrikaveli (2004) and
Panagiota Loupa (2004). In Cyprus (as a Visiting
Professor) he directed the Master’s Thesis of
Charalambos Charalambous (2009).

His support and constant interest to young
researchers started way before his return to the
homeland. In fact, he was the academic advisor for
the Master Theses of J. Smith (University of
Georgia, 1972), E. Nemes (University of Georgia,
1973), J. Fetaya (McGill University, 1974), T.
Speevak (McGill University, 1975), B. Kouri
(McGill University, 1976) and S. Alam (McGill
University, 1977).

In addition, Prof. Papaioannou served as co-advisor
and member of the 3- and 7-member Evaluation
Committees in many doctoral theses.

Together with the above mentioned doctoral and
graduate students as well as with other colleagues
and by himself, Professor Papaioannou has
published more than 50 papers in international
scientific journals and many more in conference
proceedings and journals of general interest. His
papers focus mainly in various areas of Statistics,
such as Statistical Information Theory, Contingency
Tables, Correlation and Contingency Models and
Sampling Theory.

His research work has been cited and used by many
scientists and has been presented in various
conferences where Professor Papaioannou took part
as invited or contributed speaker in Greece and
abroad and in various Universities in Europe where
he was invited to visit. In addition, his research has
been funded by numerous organisations. As a result
of these activities, he participated in the Editorial
Board of many international scientific journals and
he served as referee in numerous international
journals.



H npocpopd tov Kabnyntm Taxn Horaiodvvov dev
meplopioTnke UOVO GTO €PELVNTIKO £pyo. Meydin
glvat 1 ovvelopopd Tov oI ddackoiio VE@V
AVTIKEWEVOY, OTN SUOpe®SN ™S VANG TOAADV
pobnudtov kol otn cuyypaen PBifriov, gite povog
TOV N K€ CLVEPYUTEG, TO. OTOlC SLOVEHOVTOL QKON
Kol onuepo oe ddpopa Ilavemotia e ydpagc.
[ToAb onuavtikn Bewpeitar 1 GLVEICPOPAE TOL GTNHV
avapaduion tov Eeapuocpévov Mabnpotikdv oto
Tuque  Mobnuotikov  tov  Tlavemotnuiov
loovvivov kot €dikd ¢ ZTOTIGTIKNG Kol TNg
Emyepnowoxne Epevvag. Amotélecpa avtod ntov
va dnpovpynBovv gpapuocpévol kKAddor oto Tpnpa
kol vo mpotaPel oto Ymovpyeio Ilodeiog va
avaypdoetal 1 €dikevorn o1 ZTOTIGTIKY]  OTO
[tvuyio, n omoio Op®G dvoTLY®G dev TEPACE YloTi
NTav avIoyovioTiKn Tov TUNRATtov XToTIcTIKNG TOoV
glyav 101e TPOGEATA 1OPLIEL.

H okadnuoiky mopelo  tov k. [omaiodvvov
yopaxtnpiletor omd TV avnouvyio TOL Kol TNV
EVTIOTIKN TOL TPOCTADELD YO TN COOTH YPNON TOV
oTOTIOTIKOV  peBodoroyidv Kol Yoo TV €miAvon
TPOPANUATOV GAADV ETIOTNUOV. XTO TAUIGLO OVTA,
0€ OLVEPYOSIO KoL ME  GAAOLG  GUVAIEAPOULC,
opybvwoe kol Topeiye GLUPOVAEG KOl TOAVTUIEG
OTATIOTIKEG VNPEGiEC 6T0 Epyaostiplo XTaTIoTIKNg
tov Tunpotoc Mabnpatikdv tov IHovemotnpiov
loovvivov  kaboOg kol 6g  EMOTNHOVIKODS KOl
TOPOYMYIKOVG QOPELG NG TEPLOYNS Kot Ol UOVO.
Yy O katevbuvon, HE TOLG CcLVEPYATEG TOV,
dwpydvooe pe 1 ompin tov EXL cepd
cepwvopiov Kot SAéEemV  ZTOTIOTIKNAG Yo U
€101K0VC L UEYAAN amnynon.

To evdiapépov tov Taxn [Nomaiodvvov ftav TOAD
€vIovo Yo TV opfn €QOPLOY TOV OTATICTIKOV
HeBOO®V OTIC 1TPIKEG KOl PLOAOYIKEG EMIGTNLES.
‘Etot avélafe apyad, amd v idpvon g latpung
Yyxoing tov Ilavemotnpiov loavvivov to 1978,
dwackoiio Tov pobnquotog BropaOnuatikd (ot
ouvéyewn latpikn Xtatiotikn) v omoia. cuvEyioa
ey®d péyxpt 1o 2000. Ambdppowo avtod NMrav vo
ovyypayoovpe amd  kowov  Pipfiio  latpiknig
ZTOTIOTIKNG KOU VO UETAPPAGOLUE EEVOYAMGGO
ovyypoupo pe Oéuata Blootatiotikng.  Ymnpye
OTEVI] OULVEPYOOIO HE TOAAOVG EPELVNTEC 1TIG
latpikng XyxoAng divovtag ovveyeig oonyieg Kat
ouppovréc. Xty katebBovvorn avt) fTav amd Tovg

PBacwkovg — mpwtepydreg g idpuomg  TOv
AOTOVETIG T ULAKOV -ATUNHOTICOD
Metantoylokod  Ilpoypdupatog «Blootatiotikn»

Mabnuotikd & latpwkr Abnvov — Madnpatiko
loavvivov). Zvppeteiye otv Ewdwm Alatunpotikg
Emutpotp tov  mpoypaupatog avtod, Sidage kot
avéhaPe TV eniPAeYT HETOTTLUYIOK®V SoTPIP@DV.
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The contribution of Prof. Papaioannou is not limited
to research. His contribution was also significant in
teaching new courses, in designing the syllabi of
many courses and in writing textbooks either by
himself or with colleagues, which are still used as
teaching texts in various Greek Universities. One of
his significant contributions is associated with the
development of Applied Mathematics at loannina
and in particular, the development of Statistics and
Operational Research. As a result of his efforts,
applied branches were created in the department and
a proposal was submitted to the Ministry of
Education for the specialization in Statistics to be
explicitly written on the degrees awarded by the
Department. Unfortunately, the proposal was turned
down because it was considered to be competitive to
the Statistics Departments founded in Greece at that
time.

The academic career of Professor Papaioannou is
characterized by his concern and his intense and
constant effort for the proper use of statistical
methodologies and the solution of problems of
interest unfolding in other disciplines. For these
reasons, in collaboration with other colleagues, he
organized and offered advice and useful statistical
services at the Statistics Lab of the Department of
Mathematics at loannina as well as to scientific and
productive associations of the greater region. Along
these lines, together with his collaborators, he
organized with the support of the Greek Statistical
Institute, seminar series and Statistics lectures for
non-specialists, with great success.

Professor Papaioannou was always interested in the
proper use of statistical methods in medical and
biological sciences. As a result, he undertook, from
the time of the creation of the Medical School at
Ioannina in 1978, the teaching of a course in
Biomathematics (later was named Medical Statistics)
which [ took over until the year 2000. This
collaboration resulted in the writing of our textbook
titled Medical Statistics and the translation in Greek
of a non-Greek textbook in Biostatistics. It should be
noted that there was close contact with the
colleagues in the Medical School with constant
advising and suggestions. The result of this close
collaboration, was the establishment of the Inter-
University graduate program in Biostatistics (Dept.
of Mathematics and Medical School, Athens
University & Dept. of Mathematics, University of
Ioannina). Prof. Papaioannou was an active member
of the program, he taught various courses and
directed a number of master theses.



Emiong ovppeteiye pe mv wwwmta tov Kabnynm
2t0TI0TIKNG, ©¢ uéAog  Emommpovikng Emtpomng
Eyxpicemg ®apudkov tov EBvikov Opyaviopon
Qapudxov (EOD), og enttponig EMPOPTICUEVNS
pe v €ykpion apooiog KukAopopiag QopraKoy
peta&d tov yopav g Evponaikig Evoonc.

[Tépav tov gpeuvnTiKod Kot SOUKTIKOD £PYoV O K.
[omaiodvvoyv elye kot TAoOG10 S101KNTIKO €PYO.
Onwc mpoavaeépnke, Oetélece Ilpdedpog ToL
Tuqpotoc  MoOnpotiwkeov  tov  Iavemotuiov
loavvivov 1t detia 1982-1984. H mepiodog avth
amoteLel TNV TPMTN TEPIOO0 EPAPUOYNG TOV VOLOV
mhouciov  (1268/82) «kou  omoutovoe  peEYAAN
TpooTadeld Yo TV TPOSapUoyn tov Tunpatog 6ta
oplopeva amd to vopo. H dpactnpidotnta tov .
[Momaiodvvou exgivny v mepiodo MoV KaBoploTiky
Yo T Quoloyvopic tov Tunpotoc Mabnupoatikdv
tov Ilavemommuiov loavvivov. Xopaktnplotikd
glval 1o mopddetypa g IdpLONG TOV LETATTVYIOKOD
TPOYPAUUATOG oToVd®mV oto Tunua, Tov omoiov
NTAV OPOUATIGTNG, EUMVELCTHG Kol €onyntis. Ag
onuewmdel edd 6TL NTOV TO TPMOTO Becuobenuévo
petomtuylakd oto Iavemotio looavvivoy kot éva
ond TO TPAOTO HETATTUYOKG GE  TOVEAAN VIO
KAMpoKa.

Onwg avoeépnke Odletédece [Ipdedpog kol Tov
veoovotatov  Tunuatog [MAnpoeopikng (1996-
1997), pélog g ZvykANTOL, OVTITPOESPOS TNG
Emitponnic Epevvav tov IMavemiompiov Ioavvivov.
Emionc ypnudrtioe Koounropag tng Xyoing Octikdv
Emomuov tov Hovemompiov Ioavvivov yio pio
tetpactian (1994-1997, 1980-1982). AAAG kot oTO
[Movemotiuo [epoarde oto Tpupo XTaTioTiknig Kot
Acpamotikng Emotiung oetéhece [lpodedpog yia
000 dietiec (1999-2003) kou peteiye evepyd otnv
iOpLON UETOTTLYLOKOD TTPOYPAUUOTOS GTOVODV KOl
o€ TOWKIAEG  EPELVNTIKEG,  EKMOIOEVTIKEG KOl
SN TIKEG dpacTnpLotnTeS Tov Tpnpatog avtod.

O «. [omaiodvvov fTav amd To WPLTIKG UEAT TOV
EXZl, ouvéPare onuoviikd otnv ovamtuén Tov Kot
™V avadell] Tov MG TOV OVTUTPOCOTEVTIKOTEPOL
popéa Tov EAMvov Xtoatictikov. ‘Htov n yoyn
oV opydvoon kot kabiEpwon tov [HaveAlnviov
Yvuvedpiov  Ztotiotikng. Av  dev  kéveo AdBog,
0VOémoTE EAElye OmO OULVEDPIO KOL GULUUETEXEL
ouveydg ota. ekAgypéva opyava tov EXI and kanow
0éon. Mdaiota ntav Tlpoedpog tov EXI amd 10
2002-2007.
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Prof. Papaioannou participated as Statistics
Professor, in the Scientific Committee for Drug
Approval of the National Drug Administration. This
committee was responsible for approving the mutual
distribution of drugs among the member-countries of
the European Union.

Besides his research and teaching activities,
Professor Papaioannou has a great administrative
record. As it was mentioned earlier, he was the
Chairman of the Department of Mathematics of the
Univeristy of loannina for the period 1982-1984.
That period was the first period of the
implementation of the new University Law
(1268/82) which resulted in a great effort on his part
for the transition of the department into the new era.
The stand taken by Professor Papaioannou at the
time was fundamental for the character and the
direction of the Department of Mathematics at
Ioannina. A representative example of his vision was
the creation of the graduate program of the
department which he envisioned and introduced. It
should be pointed out that this program was the first
graduate program established at Ioannina and one of
the first graduate programs in Greece.

As it was mentioned earlier, Professor Papaioannou
served as Chairman of the newly established
Department of Computer Science (1996-1997), as
member of the Senate and as Vice-Chairman of the
Research Committee of the University of loannina.
In addition, he served as Dean of the School of
Sciences of the University of loannina for four years
(1994-1997, 1980-1982). In Piracus, Professor
Papaioannou served as the Chairman of the
Department of Statistics and Insurance Science
(1999-2003) and played a pivotal role in the
establishment of the graduate program of the
department and also in numerous research,
educational and administrative activities of the
department.

Professor Papaioannou is a founding member of the
Greek Statistical Institute (GSI, the Association of
Greek Statisticians) and contributed considerably to
its development and its establishment as the most
representative forum of Greek Statisticians. Prof.
Papaioannou was the soul behind the organization of
the Greek Statistical Conferences. If I am not
mistaken, he has never missed a conference and he
serves from different posts, in the official bodies of
GSI for many years. For example, he was the
President of the Institute for the period 2002-2007.



To AX 1ov EXI mpocooato (4-5-10) eméhele
opdépmva  tov  Opotywo  Kobnynmy  Taxm
[Honaiodvvov wg exknpécono tov  EXI  oto
YY.EAXE (ZvuPoviio EAAnvikod ZtoTioTikov
ZVOTANOTOC), TO 0moio Yvopodotel otnv EA.ZTAT.
(EAnvikny Zratiotikr] Apyn) yw 0épata mov to
apopPovV.

OLOKANPOVOVTOG TN GUVIOUN GLTH TOPOVGINGT) TG
TPOCPOPAG  TOL K. [Momaiwdvvou oty
Moavemomuiaxn kowodtnta, Oa N0ela vo argvbive
Oepuéc evyopiotieg (motevm exEpPaloviog Kol T
YVOUN TOV GUVOSELP®OV [LOV) Yot OGO TPOCEPEPE GE
0c0vg PBpédnkav kovtd Tov OAAL Kol yeEVIKOTEPO
TOG0 OTOV TMOVEMIGTNUWKO YDpo OGO Kol GTO
Kowmvikd civoro. EAnilm kot motedm va cuveyilet
va gpyaletar ko va €xel 1 {otikdtnTa mov Tov
dlokpivel Emg Kol GNIEPD, OTOTEADVTOG OLOYPOVIKO
VTOSEIYHOL Y1 TOLG VEOTEPOLG MG TPOG TNV
EPYOTIKOTNTA KO TO TAOOG TOV Yl TNV EMGTILUN KO
™ Con.

Bokkoviko Zwkdpto. Mtokpivovtol oTny mpéT os1pa ome apiftepo:
T. ITomdicavvoy, Hosromovhog ko . Kakovlog.

e T Y

Balkan Statistics Conference. T. Papaioannou, K.
Koutsopoulos, Th. Kakoullos.
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The Greek Statistical Institute has recently chosen
(May 2010) Professor Emeritus Takis Papaioannou
as the GSI representative to the Council of the Greek
Statistical System which makes recommendations to
the Greek Statistical Authority for statistical matters.

In concluding this short presentation of the
contribution of Professor Papaioannou to the
academic community, I would like to express my
sincere appreciation to him (I believe that my
colleagues share the same feelings) for everything he
has offered to those near him and in general to the
academic community and the public at large. I hope
and wish that he will continue to work with the
energy that he characterizes him, serving as a
timeless role model for the younger generations with
his hard work and passion for both science and life.
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Yovévrevén pe tov T. Homaioavvov
Ilgite puov yia ta moudika cag ypovia. Ilov
YEVVONKATE KAl HEYOAADOATE;

T'evvnOnka oty Idtpa 6mov élnoa uéypt mov
mya oto [Movemomuo. BéBawa oty koatoyn
otav PopPopdiotnke 1 [atpa, o Totépag pov, o
omoiog NTav GLVTAELOVY0G dAUCIKOS VITAAANAOG,
ye TV owoyéveln o€ @ilovg € amd TNV
[4tpa, oe €va xop kovid oto Ihavko', oto
VOPONAEKTPIKO EPYOOTAGLO, KOL WETO, ATEVOVTL,
oto Euvmdho®, omov peivape 3 ypdvio. Exel
VINPYOV KOl GLYYEVELS, elyope Kol emKovovia
pe 10 yopd pog, v Ilotddvewn (mov toTE
Aeyotav Iladve Torowo&dpt), vanpyoy Kot KA,
YOPAPIL Kol apmEAO ToL and TNV KOAMEPYELD
ToVG, cuvnpovpactay. Eivar yapakinpiotikod ot
oKOMO Kol KOTA TN OldpKew Tng Kotoyng Tto
moAMTKd Tabn Ko pion Mrav éviova. O KOGHOG
Ntav powpacpévoc. ‘Etor, to 1943 pe éva
yopokdiko mepdoape amd T0 Movaotnpakt
amévavtt oty [lehomdvvnco, ctov Yabomvpyo,
o6mov 1 mapovsio Tov Itoddv NTav €viovr, Kot
myape otov [Iopyo tng HAglog, otnv mwodAN g
unTépag  pov, Yo va  EEQUYovuE  amd  TIC
dvcokoArieg. Metd amd éva YpOVO EMCTPEYOLE
omv Ilatpa ko peivape oto voikt pali pe
yioyld. Aimlo pog Mrav éva moAd VEOKAUGIKO

oL ypnowomoovviay  cav  Nocokouelo
Adwpotikdv, amd tovg [epuavovg. Zuoyvd,
‘EAMAnveg  mov  dovAgvov  GTO  VOGOKOUEIO,

éPyoavay oto mio® WHEPOG KoL HOG TETAYOVE
TOmopeG, KapPéria youl kot GAAL Poy®OCLd.
Kotd v mepiodo ™G katoyng oAld Ko HETA,
oto vroyewo pog, kpvpovrav, Oeior kor Oeieg Yo
Vo MV Tovug Bpovv ot Pev 1 ot de.

Tnv mapopovn g anoydpnong tov Ieppovov
otig 11 ™ viyta, ktomnoe N wopta. Ady® eofov,
otélvope wavta tn yuyld vo avoitel. Htav ot
I'eppovol amd dimia kol {Tnoov motnpdxio yio
Kovidk. «Avplo, Ayylolt &dm», gimov o€
onacpéva EAAnvikd kor denooav pio pumovkaio
kpooi. ' Htav 1o 1éhog g Katoyns.

To dnpotikd to ékava 6TO0 ZTPOVUTIO ANUOTIKO
Yyoieio [Motpdv, Omov mopeumTTOVIOG  €lye
eoutnoel ka1 o wpanv  IIpodedpog NG
Anpokpotiog, o Kwotig Xtepavomoviog. Xt
cuvéyew mtnya oto A’ Tvuvacio Appévav. Atyo
o odimha, otv Kopivbov, frav kot 10 B’
Ivpvdolo Oniéwv, mov petémelto €ywve 10
yvootd [apdptnpa tov Iavemompuiov Hotpov.
210 I'vpvaoo aoyoAndnka pe to BoOAei kot 1o
Mmndoket, 0AALG OTOV OVAYKAGTNKO VO, QOPECH
YOOALL, avayonticTnKe 1 0OANTIKY LoV TopEia.
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A Conversation with T. Papaioannou
Tell me about your childhood. Where were you
born and grew up?

I was born in Patras where I lived until I went to
the University. Of course, during the World War
IT occupation and when Patras was bombarded,
my father who was a retired civil servant took
the family to friends at a village outside Patras,
near Glafkos', the hydroelectric plant and then
across, to Evpalio2 where we stayed for three
years. In this area there were relatives and we
had contact with our village, Potidania which was
then called Pano Palaioksari. There were also
gardens, fields and vineyards that we cultivated
for our living. It is characteristic that even during
the occupation political passions and hatred
existed and were intense. People were divided.
Thus, in 1943 we took a fishing boat and went
across Monastiraki over to Peloponnese, to
Psathopirgos, where the presence of Italians was
much felt and then continued to Pyrgos, To my
mother’s town in order to avoid hardships. A
year later, we returned to Patras and stayed at a
rented house with grandmother. Next to us, there
was an old neoclassical building which was used
by the Germans as Officers’ Hospital. It was
often the case that Greeks who worked at the
hospital would come out from the back of the
hospital and throw big fresh fish, breams, loaves
of bread and other eatables to us. During and
after the occupation uncles and aunts would hide
in our basement in order not to be found by one
or the other.

On the eve of the Germans’ departure at 11
o’clock at night the door knocked. Due to our
fear, we always sent our grandmother to open the
door. There were Germans from next door and
asked for cognac glasses. “Tomorrow, English
here”, they said in broken Greek and left a bottle
of wine. It was the end of the occupation.

I went to Stroumbio Primary School of Patras
where, by the way, the former President of the
Republic Kostis Stefanopoulos went to school as
well. Then I went to the 1* Boys” High School.
Close to it was the 2" Girls’ High School which
later became known as the Parartima (Annex) of
the University of Patras. During high school I got
involved with volleyball and basketball but when
I was forced to wear glasses, my athletic pursuits
were put to an end.



Oupdpor TAvTeg OTL LINPYE PAVATIGUOS GTOVG
ayoves pog, kvpiomg pe to I Tvpvdacwo. O
Mobnpotikdc poc, o Xmopoc Mapmtng ond
ZaxvovBo tav oAl kardc. To id1o kot 0 Puekde
pog, o Aikipradng Taykaidkng. Mall pe tovg
QUOAOYOVG, oG evémveay. ‘Huootov Kot pukpn
Taén, eiyape tovg idovg KabNYNTEC GYEdOV OF
OAeg TIg TaEelg mov kavav TOAD KOAN SovAEld
Ko pobaivope Tpoypotikd. Mio gopd, oty 7" 1
mv 8", 670 TeEMKO daydvicpo Mobnpotikdv, pe
gmumpnTH ToV OE0L0Y0, OTMG EPEVYQ, APTVD TN
Abon oe yoptaxky, o’ éva @iko moL MTAV
advvapog. Me todKkmoe, oAAG ENEd OTMG &ime
NHoLV KOAGS, OV YapiGTNKE QPOV OV £KOVE KO
éva udbnuo yw v oviyypaer. Exeiva 1o
xpovia, YOp® o©T0 55 ywoviovcav TOALA
cvAhoAntipla yoo v Kompo. Xoyvd manyaivape
Oyl HOVO Y10 TO GLAAUANTAPIO Kot TOV €0viKo
OKOTO OAAG Kot Yo val SOVUE Kot To KOPITGLoL TOV
B’ OnAéov. ¥’ éva amd avtd tor cLAAOANTHPL
NTOV OV GTPAUTOVAEN Kol TO OOl OV Kol
TOAUTOPLOLOLVE Y10l OEKOL TTEVTE UEPEG.

Ileite pov yio ta ypovia Ty 6mOVOW®V GTHY
Abipva.

‘Hpovv  kaddg  pobntng He KEQL Yyl TOL
pobnuotikcd kot emiBopio Yoo omovdés. ‘Evog
YwTpog TOL NPBE P HEPQ Y10 TN YOYLd OV AEEL
«Eov, Awcootikog Ba yivelgy (amd 1o otud). Ovte
to amomelpddnka. Topa PAETOVTAS TIG 0TOO0YEC
TOV JIKACTIKOV okémTouol OTL iowg Bo ftav
KaAOTEPE VO ElY0 TPOOTOONGEL AOY® CLYYEVOV
otV Auepikn £€ytve okéym vo mO® eKeEl Yo
OTIOVOEC.

‘Etor éxova mpoegtoacio oto AyyMkd kot
édwoa oto Fulbright, yopic opmg emttvyia. 'Etot
to XemtéuPpro, Npba  AOGva  vo  Kive
(QPOVTICTAPLO Y10, VO, SDC® TNV EMOUEVT XPOVIA
egetdoeig v to IMolvteyveio (EMIT) mov frav
ekeivo Ta ypovia meplnnTo, OAAG KOl Yoo TO
MobOnpotikéd g Adnvag.

EykataotdOnka oty ABnva, omnv meproyn tov
Bopova/Tlaykpatiov. ‘EBiena kot tov adeA@o
pov to ['évvn, o omoiog frav MO exel, padnng
omv Eveknidov. Tprydopo pévave moAdoi
ovyyeveic Kot kdbe pépo myava Yo oyntd o€
AN Bgia. Mo d1evBétnon mov apydtepa Epaba
v ékavav, pe Tig 0wég tovg Beieg, kot dArol
GUUPOLTNTEG 1| GVUEOLTHTPLEG LoV, Telkd dev Tl
Kotdpepa yio. to TloAvteyveio aAAd pmiko 4°°
ot0 MoabOnuatikd g AOBivag. ‘Etor  mipa
vrotpoio tov IKY kai avtd aviiotdbuuce
AT pov mov dev mépaco oto [loAvteyveio.
Apyodtepa MUOVV  VIEPNPAVOG TOL oToLdAla
Mobnpatikd. Tote 6Aor 0edav to [ToAvteyveio.
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However, 1 remember that there was fanaticism
in our games, mainly when we were playing
against the 3™ High School. Our mathematician,
Spyros Marotis from Zakynthos was very good.
The same goes for the physics teacher Alkiviadis
Tangalakis. Together with the philologists they
were a source of inspiration for us. Our class was
a rather small one, we had the same teachers
throughout the years, they did an excellent job
and we really learned. Once, during the 7" or 8"
grade, on the mathematics final test where we
were supervised by the theologist, as [ was
leaving, I left the solution on a piece of paper to a
friend who was weak. I was caught but, as he
said, because I was a good student, he wouldn’t
punish me. However, he gave me a strong lecture
against ‘cheating”. Those years, around 1955 a
lot of mass demonstrations for the Cyprus issue
took place. We often attended them, not only for
the national cause as such but also for having the
chance to look at the girls from the 2™ Girls’
school. It was in one of those demonstrations
that I twisted my ankle and I was suffering for
fifteen days.

Tell me about your university years in Athens.
As I said in high school I was a good student with
an appetite for mathematics and a desire for
further studies. A doctor who came one day to
examine my grandmother told me “You will
become a Judge” (based on my style). I did not
even try that. Now, looking at the salaries of
judges I think that it would have been better if I
had tried. Due to the fact that I had relatives in
the USA there was a thought of me going there
for university studies. So I studied English and
took the Fulbright exam without success
however. So, in September, I came to Athens in
order to start “frontistiria” (private tutoring) and
sit on the following year’s exams for the National
Technical University of Athens (NTUA) which
was popular at those days and for Mathematics at
of the University of Athens. I settled in Athens, in
the area of Vyronas/Pagkrati. My brother John
was already enrolled in the Military Academy
(Evelpidon). A lot of relatives lived around there
and each day I went for lunch to a different aunt
or cousin. This is something that, as I later
discovered, some of my fellow students were also
doing with their own aunts. Finally, I did not
succeed getting into the Polytechnic School but I
was 4" in the success list for the Department of
Mathematics. I took a state scholarship which
compensated my sadness for missing the
Polytechnic. Later on I was proud to study
mathematics. At that time everybody wanted to
go to the NTUA.



Agyotave 6Tt xoOnyntig M GAlog S10pHwTg
épale o ypamtd oto Tpaméll, To Kovvaye Kot 6Ga
TEPTAVE KAT®, T £KOPE.

Y10 Moafnpatiké o Xp. ®ovoidvng aAld Kot ot
dAdol kabnyntég poc mabalov: Eicaote ou mo
omovdaiot, ot wo E&umvol Aéyave. Mnv kottdte
TOVG PLAOAGYOVG Kal TIG Prholoyives (o1 aiBovoeg
ddackoAag Tovg NTay akpPmg amd mive). Mag
KkaAlepyovoay To Tabog. Ta ktipla pog fTay 6To
Kévipo ¢ ABnvag, ot onuepvip Nopkn ot
yovia, X6Awvoc kot Moaccoriag. Otv aifovoecg
NTav otov KT® 6poeo N A Madnuatikov & n B
MoOnpoTiK®V 6T0 VTOYELD, KOl TOPEUEVOV 101G
UEYPL Kol TPV Adya xpoOVIa, TOL TiG elya O&t.

Exeivn v emoyn pov 866nke m evkopio va
OOPIoT® EKTOKTOG VTAAANAOG oTo Ymovupyeio

Yyeiog ot  Kowovikov Aceolicemv kot
tonofetinka oty Yanpecia  Kpatikodv
[pounfeiwv  oto  Tunpa Doppdxmv.

21eyalOHOoTOV GTOV TEAELTOIO OPOPO €KEL OV
onuepa eivar 10  Eevodoyeio Tudvio. Eiya
{ntoel doslo Yo vo TopakoAovdd Tig SAEEELS
oto Ilavemomuo oAAd o I'evikdc AtevBuvrng
Lov TO apvnOnKe.

H Ymnpeoio ntav yvootm) og¢ «Ntoydov» Aoy
™G UEYAANG avoTtnpodTnTaG oV VIENpYe. Evtuymg
o Tunuotdpyne, mov NTOV EIAOA0Y0G, MOV Aéel
«omoleg opeg Oéhelc va  pevysigy. O 1d1og
Kavovice OAeg TIC Aemtouépeleg.  Apyotepo,
EemMpooa To YPEOC KAVOVTOG MOONUOTIKG GTO
v16 Tov. Oco ywo v id1a T SovAELd, OTAY NHOVY
oTNV  LANPecio, OOVAELO OOTOUATNTO, YXOPIg
Kavéve  OdAielna. ‘Hpouvv  evouveiontog kot
QIAOTILLOG. ‘Evoc amd tovg ompovtikovg
TpounBevTéc pog Nrav o adeApog tov Kabnynm
Mmrpika, o omoiog, Aaupdvoviag vmwoyn Kot To.
koAb Adywe tov Tunuatdpyn, uHe ekTHovoE
Wwitepa. Apyotepa, pe Ponbnoe ywo Vv
vrotpo@io tov NATO. Avti ftav 1 €moyn mov o
Koadnyntig Hoavemotmpiov Htav moAd crovdoio
apdypa. Xtnv Kevipuky Emirponn Kpatikav
[IpounBeidv ovppeteiye Ko évag kabnyne, o
kaOnyntg Bloloyiag tov IMav/iwov Adnvav, o
Tedpytog Havtalis’. Ocmpodviay Oedg yio Tovg
VRTOAARLOVG.

Kobnyntég pov oto Mabnpoatucd eiya tovg A.
Kanno, M. Mnpika, Xp. Dovcidvrn, Zm.
Yapavromovro, I'ep. Agydto, K. IMamaiwdvvov
(Mnyavikn, dev elya ovyyévela), K. AkeEdmovro,
2. TMhokion, A. Kotodxn ot d&Ailovc.
SOUEOITNTEC OV TTOV OKOAOVON GOV oK LOTKY
kapiépa Mrav o Dpédoc o Ilamayyéhov , o
I'epdopog Aaddc, o BaciAng o Xtdikog kot o
Xapdropmog Ppoykdkng.
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It was said that a professor or some grader used
to put the entrance exams papers on the table,
shake it and fail those papers which fell off the
table.

During classes in Mathematics, Professor Chr.
Foussianis and the rest of the professors
cultivated passion on us. You are the greatest,
the smartest, they would say. Don’t look at the
philologists (our classrooms were exactly below
theirs). Our classrooms were situated at the
center of Athens, where the Law School is found
today, in the corner of Solonos and Massalias
streets. The Mathematics A classroom was on the
ground floor and the Mathematics B classroom
was on the basement and they were exactly the
same a few years ago when I passed by.

At that time I had the opportunity to be employed
at the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. I
was placed at Ypiresia Kratikon Promhtheion
(State Supplies Agency), Section of Drugs
Supplies. We were housed on the last floor where
the Titania hotel is found today. I asked for
permission to attend lectures at the University but
the General Director refused. The service was
known as “Dachau” due to the great austerity that
existed. Luckily the Head of the Section who
was a philologist told me “you can leave
whenever you have to”. He arranged all the
details by himself. Later on I paid the debt back
by teaching mathematics to his son. As far as the
job was concerned, when I was on my post, I
worked non-stop, without any break. 1 was
conscientious and duteous. One of important
suppliers was the brother of Professor Brikas
who, taking into consideration the good words of
the Head of the Section, was very sympathetic
towards me. Later on he helped me with the
NATO scholarship. That was a time when being a
University Professor was a big thing. Biology
Professor George Pantazis® was a member of the
Central Committee of State Supplies. He was
considered as a god by the employees and
everybody there.

At the Mathematics Department some of my
professors were D. Kappos, M. Brikas, Chr.
Foussianis, S. Saradopoulos, G. Legatos, K.
Papaioannou (Mechanics, no relation to me), K.
Alexopoulos, S. Plakidis, D. Kotsakis etc. Some
of my fellow-students who followed an academic
career were Fredos Papangelou, Yerasimos
Ladas, Vassilis Staitkos and Charalambos
Frangakis.



Ta ypévie ekeiva, ov KaOnyntég nrav
anAncioctot. Ilpvv omd t0 ypageio 1OV
Koabnynt), frov ta ypageio tov Bonbov, or’
O6mov, mOAD dVvGKoAN TEPVayeS. Buupdpot 0Tl 0
KoOnyntig avéBoawve 11 okdhec wxor  eueig
nmapapepilope kdvovtag kot grappd vTOKAoN.
Ala ypovia. Elyav BéPato kot Tig mopa&evieg
TouG. O ZapaviOmOvAOG, Yo Topadelypa, noeAe
Vo QOpPAE COKAKL OTIG TPOPOPKEG €EETAGELG
(101 elyape Kol YpPAMTEG KOl TPOPOPIKEC).
[nyaiver Aowwdv m mpdI TETPGOC Yoo TNV
TPoPopIK  eE€taon Yopig COKAKL KOl TOLG
£€01we. Metd Oheg o1 TETPAOES POPESALLE TO 1010
Té00Epa. GOKAKIL Kot 1 €E€TOON TPOYDPNGE.
Kdamowa otiypn kat katdAafe aAld dev Bopdpon
Vo pog €dumée.

O TIlonaiodvvov eEétale Ta TPOPOPIKA GTO
Xnueio agov &iye dopbdoel Ta YpOrTd, e TNV
gmomtteion Tov Ponbol, TOL YVOOTOL ZKOVTO.
Agydtav 6t ddhote e€€tale kot aAlote Oyl Otav
e&étale mhvtmg, vEPare TIC 101EC EPMOTNOELS KoL
v 0wTd pog EKAEve ato gpyoctiplo. H dtknm pov
mevtdda mrov toyepn. «llepvate, pe Paon ta
ypomtd. Doyetey. Ilpdypatt @Oyopue pe TO
Aewoopeio yioo DaAnpo yio Papkado Kot yopakt.
Mo GAAN BOATa MTOV TN XPOVIA TOL YLOVIGE
oV Abnva (TpoTOYVOPO GaIVOUEVO). ZNTNCOLE
vo pnv yivouv poadnuato. To aitnuoa €ytve dextod
Kot eOyape Yo to Avkafnttd péca ota yovia.

O Kdanmog ekeivo tov kKoupd Eypage ta fifiio Tov
o omoia Opmg epelg ta moipvape o popon
evAhadiov. [Ipdkertar yroo o0 dkpog BempnTiKd
Biprio  Amelpootikod Aoyiopov, AQOPKOV
E&womoemv  kor  OQsopiog  Xvvaptioewv. O
[Momaioavvov amd v GAAn, gixe YpAWEL OYKOIM
Biprioc Mnyaviking 6mov ot e£lomoelg NTov OAES
0€ OVOALTIKN HOopon. Apydtepa avakaivyo OTL
ot eg&iomwoergc Oo pmopovoav vo  amodobovv
cuvomTikd pe T Ponbela  Savvopdtov Kot
TVOKOV. AKOUO OgV UTOPd VO KATUAGP® Yot o
mivakag TepleyouEvev tov Pifiiov Tov fTav oo
FoAlikd kot dev vanpyov kabOAOL ovapopEs.
[Méaviog 1o Pipric tov dPovoidvn kol Mmpika
Ntav wkpd kot cvovomtikd. Ag onuelwdel ot
exeivo tov kapd Ihbavotnreg | Zrotiotikn dev
dwddokovtav oto [lavemotio.

Ileite pov yra v perafoony otyv Aucpixn ko
7o Catholic University.

Eiya apnoet éva udbnuo yio to wtoyio Kot mya
otpato poli pe apketovg cupportmtés. Emdiméa
KOl TO KOTAPEPO VO YiVe OMATNC-UETOPPUCTNG
(oepunvéag).
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Those years, Professors were inapproachable. In
front of the Professors’ offices there where the
desks of the teaching assistants from whom it was
hard to pass. I remember that when a professor
was coming up the stairs we stepped aside and
slightly bowed. Those were different years.
They of course had their peculiarities as well. For
example, Sarantopoulos wanted us to wear a
jacket on the oral exams (then we had to sit on
both written and oral exams). So, when the first
four students went for their oral exams without
wearing jackets, he sent them away. After that,
all the tetrads, wore the same four jackets and the
exams went on. At some point he must have
noticed the same four jackets but I don’t
remember having thrown us away.

Papaioannou was doing the oral exam in the
Chemistry Lab, right after having corrected the
papers and having locked all of us in a lab under
the supervision of his assistant, the known
“Skoupa” (sweep). It was said that sometimes he
examined students and sometimes not. However,
when he examined students he was asking the
same questions (that’s why he was locking us up
in the lab). My group was lucky “You pass,
based on your written exams. Go”. Indeed, we
left and took the bus to Faliro for a boat trip and
fish. Another break was the year when it snowed
in Athens (a rare phenomenon at that time). We
asked for classes to be cancelled. The request
was accepted and we left for Lycabettus Hill
through the snow.

Kappos, was writing his books at that time, which
we took in the form of handouts. They were the
highly theoretical books on Calculus, Differential
Equations and Theory of Functions. Papaioannou
on the other hand had written vast books of
Mechanics where the equations were all in long
analytical form. Later on I discovered that the
equations could be given concisely with the help
of matrices and vectors. I still cannot understand
why the table of contents of the book was in
French and there were no references. However,
the Foussianis and Brikas books were small and
concise. It should be noted that at that time
Probability or Statistics were not taught at the
University.

Tell me about the transition to the States and the
Catholic University.

I had one course left for my degree and I went
into the army to do my military service together
with a lot of fellow-students. I tried and managed
to become a private-translator (interpreter).



‘Etor petd v Koépwbo kor 2-3 upnveg ot
XoAikidoa npBape 15 diepunveic otnv ABnva, ot
Xyor Metagpaotikng & Alegpunveiog Tov
X1patov oto Ktipto tov Metoyikov Tapeiov
Ytpatov (1o onuepwo Attica Mall). Metd ™
XyoAn, mya oto Ilevidymvo oto Metappaotikd
tov T'EE®A, o6mov cgixa oovAield ypageiov
petappaloviag Eyypaga AOY® TV ONOi®V,
pdAiota, giya kot e£0V01060TNGT AGPAAETiNG.

Hopddinia o Kammog pe déyOnke og auicbo
BonBo va kdve ta epovTicTAplo. ATEPOCTIKOD
Aoyopod otovg dvoikovg. ‘Hrov 1 gumepia
OUTH 7OV WOV £3®CE VO KATOAAP® moG0
KOTAVOEL KAVEIS TO OVTIKEIUEVO OTAY EYEL VA TO
Jowvaéer. O Kdanmoc, mov pov &ixe ovumadsia
EMELON elyape Kown kataywyn (ekeivog Ntav amod
10 AWwpikt) éleye OTOV TOTEPA WOV, LE TOV
omoio yvwpifovtav, «va mhel ££® Vo GTOVOAGED).
‘HOeho BéPora v Apepikn, Omov,  OMMG
ovEPEPO KOl TPOTYOUUEVMG, €lyape ocvyyevelc.
Exeivo tov xa1p6d dokipaco Kot To ppovTioTipLo.
Adaga oto DPpovtioTiple Tov Mavid kot dgv
pov apece. Me 10 ¢@ido pov 10 Anuntpm, TO
XNukd, KAVOUE OUTNOELS YO LETOMTUYLOKES
onovdég oe [lavemomquia g Apepikne. Eyo
VTEPAAC OITNGELG KO YO TIG LROTPOPieg TOL
Yrovpyeiov Xvvrovicpod (tov NATO) kot tov
Fulbright. Byfxav ta aroteléopata tov NATO
KoL MUOLVV emANY®V. «Agv TTeEPAle» Lov elye TeL
0 Mmpikog, ©T0 XmOVSUCTNPLO, «TNV  GAAN
eopa». H embBopic pov Mrav vo omovddowm
Egappoouéva Moabnpotikd yioo va fpo dovield
omv EALGda, emAdovtog Tpaxticd TpoPfAnuara.
‘Hpovv  emmpeocpévog kor oamd 1o  I'pageio
Enyeipnowkadv Epevvov tov 'EE®A  6mov
ypnoonolovcay Mabnpatikd yioo vo Avvouvv
oTpaTieTIKG TpoPAnuata. Etol ot ovvévtevén
oto  Fulbright eima vy  Egoppocpéva
Mobnuatikd kot Emyeipnoioxn ‘Epsvva.  ‘Eva
uva Petd pe KoAovv yio eE€taon AyyAMK®OV yio
v vrotpoio. Tov NATO. [Ipénel va mya ToAy
KaAd 10Tt 6Yeddv TavTdypova pabaiveo OTL vou
pev dev ta Kotdpepa oto Fulbright aAAld ot
TEMKA, TP TNV voTpodio, Tov NATO. MdaAilov
KOTOW0G OO TOVG EMTLYOVIES, OMETVYE OTINV
g&étaon AyyhMkov. H vrotpoeio dpmg ftav yo
Evpdmn pe 180$ to uiqva. IInyaiveo oto Fulbright
Kot Toug Aém «Eyd éxm vrotpopia, apnote e va
i Apepikipy. Me Bdon ta AsQTd NG
vroTpoQiag Pprkov OTL UTOP® Vo TWA® GTO
University of Kansas kot &dmcav &ykpion.
TeAwcd ovte otv Evpodnn miya oAAdd obte oto
Kavoag.
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So, after Korinthos and 2-3 months at Chalkida,
15 interpreters, me among them, came to Athens
at the Translation and Interpretation School of the
Army which was housed in the building of
Metohiko Tameio Stratou (Army’s Pension Fund,
today’s Attica Mall). After graduation I went to
the Translators Department of the Hellenic
National Defense General Staff (HNDGS, the
Greek Pentagon), where I had a desk job as a
translator of documents due to which I also had a
security authorization.

At the same time Kappos took me as his unpaid
assistant and I was assigned to teach exercises of
Infinitesimal Calculus to Physics majors. That
initial teaching experience made me realize how
much a person can deeply comprehend a subject
when s/he must teach it. Kappos, who was fond
of me due to our common origin (he was from
Lidoriki) told my father, whom he knew, “he
should go abroad and study”. Of course I wanted
to go to the USA where, as | mentioned earlier, I
had relatives. Those years [ also tried
“frontistiria” (private teaching). 1 taught at
Mantas’ frontistirio but I didn’t like it. Together
with my friend Demetris, a Chemist, we applied
to Graduate Schools in the USA. I also applied
for the scholarships of the Ministry of
Coordination (of NATO) and of Fulbright.
NATO’s results came out and I was a runner-up.
“It doesn’t matter”, Brikas told me, “next time”.
My wish was to study Applied Mathematics in
order to find a job solving practical problems in
Greece. | had been influenced by the Bureau of
Operational Research of HNDGS where they
used mathematics to solve military problems.
Therefore, during my interview at Fulbright I
talked about = Applied Mathematics and
Operational Research. A month later they called
me for the English language test of the NATO
scholarships. I must have done well because,
soon after, I learned that I had won the NATO
scholarship. Most probably, someone from those
who were successful before had failed the
English language test. However, the scholarship
was for Europe, with $180 per month. I went to
Fulbright and told them “I have a scholarship let
me go to the USA”. Based on the scholarship
money they found out that I could go to the
University of Kansas and they gave their
approval. Finally, I neither went to Europe nor to
Kansas.



Mepkovg pnpveg mpv, T avoién tov 1963, o
Kdnmog eiye pépel otn ABnva yo éva cepvéplo
tov  Eugene Luckas, tov matépa Tt@V
YOPOKTNPLOTIKOV cvvaptioewv. O 1d10¢, ToVv
emopevo xpovo, Ba TYOIVE EMICKEMTNG OTO
Catholic University of America (CU) otv
Ovdovyktov kot Ba €maipve poll tov ®G
Postdoc, tov ®pédo [lamayyéhov mov pOMg giye
TEAEUDOEL TO OWOOKTOPIKO TOL. ZNTdm Aomov
ond to Fulbright vo méow oto Catholic yw
[Mbavotnteg-  Xtatiotikn, OoAAG  pOVL  TO
apvovvtat. [aipvew ) visa tov Fulbright pe
npoopiopd 1o  University of Kansas 010
Lawrence, Kansas aALd mad® péow Ovdotyktov.
Exei, poli pe tov aderpo pov mov {ovoe otnv
Ovdoryktov, maue oto ypageio Tov Fulbright pe
Qo aykoAld Aoviovdia yo v wpoictouévn (o
Eaoderpog Ntav salesman kot NEgpe amd TETOLN).
Tnv endpevn pépa Mpbe mn €ykpron Kor €101
éuewva oto Catholic, omov &iyo yiver dektdC Yo
UETATTUYL0KEG GTTOVOEG OO TO KAAOKAIPL.

To mpoto pddnua mov mipo oto Catholic U.
firav 1 Ocwpio Mbavotitwv I pe tov Laha’, pe
t0 BPArio tov Feller. Xto {010 e&aunvo giyo xon
Ocwpio. Métpov and 10 Pipiio Tov Halmos.
Apxetd Bopl mTpdypapor yioo LEVE, ooy 1 LoV
LoV oyéon He TO oviikeipevo Mrov €vo short
course mov ékave o Iamayyéhov oty Abnva oe
Ocwpia Métpov Lebesgue 100 omoiov, pAMoTO,
& okopo T EAAnvikéc onuewwoelg. O Laha
TAVTMOG NTOV EVILTOGLOKOG. Ola Ta Eypape oTOV
nivaka. Ot onuedoel Tov Kpdtayd, 610 TELOG,
NTaV T060 TANPELS TOV NTAV ETOLUES Y10, EKOOGT).
Yy wpotn evoldueon, Epyxetar Kot Oivel ta
Oépata. «Oa €pbm oe 2 dpec» Ael Ko PEVYEL
Exkel yiveoow paptupag evdg cultural shock.
Kottdg de&1a, wottag apiotepd. Olol okvppévol
oto ypamtd 7tovg. [lopakoiovOnoco axopa
ANOVA omd 10 PBifAio tov Scheffe pupe v
Elizabeth H. Yen an6 to Columbia. Exeivn firav
7OV €KOVE OPOE0TOINTO KOVIl Kol ATOTOYOUE
olot. [TapaxorovOnoa eniong Ocwpia [oryviwv
kot Zrotiotikés Amopaoeic omd to Piprio ToV
Blackwell & Girshick pe kabnynt tov J. Bram.
To péaOnuo xatéinée vo etvon private tutoring
O10TL €vag aKOUo. GOLTNTAG TOL NTOV YPOUUEVOG
dgv gpyOTav mavia (MTOV €vag ANEPIKAVOC
onuoclog vdAiniog). dvowd mopakoAovinca
Kol 10 padnuo «Oewpio Iibovotytwy oe Lattice
Algebras», mov didacke o Kanmoc. Evvoeite 611
didaoke kotd 60% oto yepuoavikd. Tn Swtpipn
v ékavo pe tov EAPetdé Edward Batchelet pe
titho «On random flights» mov dnuocievdnke
apyotepa  oto  Agktio g EAnvikig
Moabnpatikng Etaipeioc.
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Several months before, in the spring of 1963,
Kappos had brought in Athens Eugene Luckas,
the father of characteristic functions, for a
seminar. The next year Kappos would go, as a
visitor, to the Catholic University of America
(CU) in Washington D.C. and he would take
Fredos Papangelou who had just finished his
doctorate with him as a Postdoc. I therefore asked
Fulbright to give me permission to go to the
Catholic University instead of Kansas, but they
refused. I took my visa from Fulbright and
headed towards the University of Kansas in
Lawrence, Kansas via Washington. There,
together with my cousin who lived in the
Washington DC area, we went to the Fulbright
offices with a bunch of flowers for the supervisor
(my cousin was a salesman and he knew about
these things). The approval to stay in Washington
came the following day so I went to the
Department of Mathematics of the Catholic
University where I had been accepted before for
their graduate program.

The first course I took at CU was Probability
Theory I with Laha®, based on Feller’s book.
During the same semester 1 also took Measure
Theory from Halmos’ book. That was a heavy
load for me since my only relation with the
subject was a short course taught by Papangelou
in Athens on Lebesgue’s Measure. [ still have
my notes from Fredos’s class. Laha was
impressive. He wrote everything on the
blackboard. The notes I kept, at the end, were so
full, that were ready for publication. On the first
mid-term exam, he came, gave us the questions
and said “I’ll be back in two hours” and left. It is
in situations like this that you receive a cultural
shock. No cheating. You look at your right, you
look at your left, everyone had his head bent on
the exam paper. I also attended ANOVA from
Scheffe’s book taught by Elizabeth H. Yen from
Columbia University. She was the one who gave
us an unexpected quiz where we all failed. I also
studied Game Theory and Statistical Decisions
from Blackwell & Girshick’s book taught by
Joseph Bram. The course ended up being a
private tutoring since the other student who was
enrolled would not always show up (he was an
American civil servant). Of course I also attended
the course on Probability Theory on Lattice
Algebras taught by Kappos. It goes without
saying that 60% of his course was taught in
German. [ did my MSc dissertation with a Swiss
Professor the late Edward Batchelet and it was
entitled “On random flights” which was later
published on the Bulletin of the Greek
Mathematics Society, my first publication.



Oupdpat exiong kot To udbnuo tng Availvong pe
10 vépoyo Biprio tov Lars Ahlfors’, Complex
Analysis.  Avadpopukd, oto KabBoikd ITav/o
OTEKTNGO TOAAY Yvoor kol Epado vo EKTIUG o€
mAdtog Kot Pdbog to Mobnpotikd Kot T
2TOTIOTIKT.

Meza 1§p0Os to Stanford aiid yia Aiyo. I'oti;

O o16)0¢ pov nMrav whvia to EQoppocpéva
Mofnpoatikd kot m emiotpoeny otnv EAldda.
Otov  mya oto Stanford nfsha  va
nopakolovdom éva  pddnuo tov Madow®,
Bceopio Aetypotoinyiag, yio va pabo vo Kavm
KOL VO OVOAD® OELYLOTOANTITIKEG £PEVVES, OLLMG O
advisor pov, o Lincoln Moses’ pe ométpeye
eneldn 10 Demwpovoe vrodeéatepo. Tehkd PéPara
T0 TopakoAovOnoca. Ouwc M  épeacn  oTo
Stanford Mtav  kaBapd Oewpniikh, NTOV OF
measure theoretic statistics, Kdati mov Ogv e
evolépepe. Tlavtog mapakorovOnoa  pabnuota
petaéd twv onoimv 10 pabnuo tov K. L. Chung,
10 pédnpo tov Rupert G. Miller® oaAAé xat to
uabnuo tov Efron (amd to Piprio tov Rao
«Linear Statistical Inference»). Exel ocvuvavinoa
kot ™ Susan Horn wov Mytav EAAnvida dedtepng
vevidg (Aaddkm, TO MOTPIKO TNG) 7OV EKOVE
onovdég oe Cornell ko Stanford xon epydotnke
oto John Hopkins, vopiw thpa eivar ot
IMovta, kot  omoia Opioe Tov deiktn of illness
severity (Comprehensive Severity Index, CSI)).
[IpoondOnoa vo petapépmd Kol €PAPUOC® TNV
wéa ota ['dvveva, aArld 1 Susan kot 1 eToipsio
g oev TpoéPAremay ToTe enéktacn otnv Evpmm.
Exel ocvvdvinoa kat tov I'iopyo tov Povooa, tov
omoilo &lya yvmpiocel mo mpv, otnv Adnva. Tnv
O KOTAAANAN oty émeca mave oto PiPArio
tov Oscar Kempthorne, «Design and Analysis of
Experiments». O ¢ihoc Kol GLYKATOIKOG LoV Omd
1o Catholic, o Saul H. Rosenberg’, mov fjéepe ta
ooAgin, pov eiye mel 0TL o lowa State eivot amod
ta kaAvtepa applied schools. 'Etol mpoéiuye n
Aw6Ba. To karokaipt Tov 1966, mpv maw otnv
APa, miya oto San Jose State College'’, og
Research Assistant tov Poboco mov ftov ekel.
Tote etoipale ta yoptid tov Yoo Wisconsin kot
AMva. Tehkd to XentéuPpilo ekeivog mye 610
Wisconsin kot ey®d otnv lowa.

Hwg Sexivnoe n  oyéon upe 1™ Ocwpia
Ilypogopiag; Iloiavod 10éa nfrav; Aiky cas;
Tov Kempthorne;

Ymv Awfo mepipevo poe cuvIPNTIKN KoL
OTOUOVOUEVT Kowvmvia. Amedeiydn 1o avtiberto.
Ymppyav 2000 mepimov O1ebveig @ortntéc Ko
opketol  'EAAnveg. Iloddoi pdiicta  Mrov
aplotovyol g ['ewmoviknig mov gpydviovcay yio
Agricultural Economics.
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I also remember the course in Analysis with the
great book of Lars Ahlfors’ entitled “Complex
Analysis”. In retrospect at the Catholic U. I
learned and appreciated in length and in depth a
lot of Mathematics and Statistics.

Then Stanford followed, but only for a while.
Why?

My aim was always Applied Mathematics and
my return to Greece. When [ went to Stanford, |
wanted to take Madow’s’ course on Sampling
Theory in order to learn about sampling
techniques. I had two years of postgraduate study
in statistics and 1 did know how to take and
conduct a sample survey. However, my advisor
Lincoln Moses’ dissuaded me, because he
considered it as inferior. At the end, I attended
the course. However, at Stanford the emphasis
was again purely theoretical, it was on measure
theoretic statistics which did not interest me. At
Stanford, T attended the courses of K.L. Chung,
Rupert G. Miller® and Bradley Efron (from Rao’s
book “Linear Statistical Inference”). There, I met
Susan Horn who was a second generation Greek
(her maiden name is Dadakis) coming from
Cornell. After her PhD she worked at John
Hopkins and I believe now she is in Utah. She is
the one who introduced and propagated a major
index of illness severity (Comprehensive Severity
Index, CSI). I tried to transfer and apply the idea
at Yiannena but Susan and her company did not
foresee such an expansion in Europe. In
California I also met George Roussas whom I had
met before in Athens. At that time the important
book of Oscar Kempthorne “Design and Analysis
of Experiments” came in my hands. My friend
and roommate from Catholic University Saul H.
Rosenbergg,who knew about US schools, had told
me that lowa State was one of the best applied
schools. That is how Iowa came up. The
summer of 1966, before going to lowa, Roussas,
who was at San Jose State College,' took me
there as a Research Assistant. At that time he was
preparing his papers for Wisconsin and Athens.
Finally in September, he went to Wisconsin and I
went to lowa.

How did your involvement with Information
Theory start? Whose idea was it? Yours?
Kempthorne’s?

At Towa I expected a conservative and secluded
society. It proved to be the exact opposite. There
were about 2000 international students and a lot
of Greeks. Many of them were the best graduates
from the Agricultural University of Athens who
came to study Agricultural Economics.



To Iav/po \tav ToAd YyV®OGTd GT0 YOPO AVTO.
xm 2TOTIOTIKY Kobnyntég  ntav ol
H.O.Hartley1 ! O.Kempthorne, T.Bancroft,
H.T.David, B.Arnold, W.Fuller, J.Sedransk xou
G.Zyskind"? o omoiog ixe 6T0 UTPATGO TOL TO
VOOLEPO OO TO OTPOTONESO GLYKEVIPWONC.
Metd amd pio dpa. oto ypageio tov Bancroft mov
ntav o Head, emPefaioca 6tL 10 TPOHYpOU
NTav  opketd  ooppomnuévo  pe  Beopio,
pebodoroyion KOl EQOPUOYEC  KOTL  TOV
avtikoronTpllotav kot ota qualifying exams.
Ortav pe xdieoe o Kempthorne pe pomoe yoti
0ého  va  epyootd palli Tov  OQOV - dev
yvopilopacte. «And 1o BiPrioy, Tov andvinca.
Akpva 0T dev ftav EvOeEPUOG e TV measure
theoretic approach. Exeivn v emoyn 10
EVOLOLPEPOV TOL eMKEVTPOVOTAY 610, Foundations
of Statistics ka1 guoud NTov omadog tov Fisher
kot g likelihood. Mov édwoe 600 Oépata. To
éva Ntav yo. évav aAyopdpo PeAtiotomoinong
yvootd6 oG  parallel  tangents  (partan).
Acyolnko  opketd  oAAd 1 OOVLAEWL
pooploTov Yoo TNV Agpomopio KAl Oyl Yo TO
dwaktopikd. To drro Pacilotov o Eva Gpbpo
tov  Pitman" (mpwv tov molepo) oe Fisher
information 7ov dovAevel Yia regular KOTOVOUES
OAAG 0L YloL TNV OROLOHOPON 1 GAAEG U regular
KaTovoUEG. Apyloa Vo To HeAeT® Kol Eekivnoo va
0CYOAODLOL [LE TNV EVVOLOD TNG TANPOPOPIaG Kot
g pmopet va petpndel amd ta dedopéva. To
0éua ameoeiydn aueireyopevo (controversial).
Acyointnka ue TOPOUETPIKA pétpa
TANPOPOPIOG, LE LETPO OTOKAONG LLE EPYOAELD TO
Biprio Tov Kullback kot pe tnv evipomnio mov iye
napopeindel og pn xpNowo PETPO GTUTIGTIKNG
TAnpoeopiog AOY® TOL OTL UTOPOLOE Vo gival
OPVNTIKY KO OEV 1KAVOTO00GE TNV 1316TNTA TG
EMAPKELWNG.  XTOYOG HLOL MNTOV 1 KOTOOCKELT
pétpov tomov Fisher amd v évvola g
omdkMong kot ot wwidtTéc tovs. Ola owvtd
TEPEYOVTOL GTN OLO0KTOPIKY HOVL OlaTpipn, To
ARL Technical Report pe tov Kempthorne, kon
OTIG OMUOGIELGELS TOV OKOAOVONGAY LE TOLG
ocvvepydteg pov ota lodvviva. Tote elya @T1aEE
kot évo  mpdypappa Fortran 1y mivokeg
ocuvaeswg pe mopadeiypato, mov Pertiove pia
povtiva g IBM mov dev ftav Tinpng. Maloto
ekd00nke kon éva Technical Report Tov Statistics
Lab, omov epyalopovv. Emedn 6la ta reports
glyav 6vopo {dov, to OKO HOL TO OVOUOGCO
«Elafos». To Statistical Lab kot mn  mopoyn
GTOTICTIK®V VANPECIAOV OTINV  TOVETICTNHLIOKN
KOWwOTNTO PavTAlovv KoAN Wéa oA, Otav petd
amd  ypdvie. mwpoomabnco va 10 KAV oTa
IMavveva, amétuya. MdAdov dev givar €0koAo va
TeTOYEL KATL T€TO0 6TV EALGSO.
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lIowa State was renowned in this area. In
Statistics some of the professors were
H.O.Hau’tley1 ! O.Kempthorne, T.Bancroft,
H.T.David, W.Fuller, J.Sedransk, B.Arnold and
G.Zyskind'? who had the concentration camp
number stamped on his arm. After an hour’s stay
at Bancroft’s office who was the Head, I was
assured that the program was balanced enough
and comprised of theory, methodology and
applications, a fact that was reflected on the
qualifying exams as well. When Kempthorne
called me, he asked me why I wanted to work
with him since we didn’t know each other.
“From the book” I responded. 1 sensed that he
was not an ardent fan of the measure theoretic
approach. At that time his interest was focused on
the Foundations of Statistics and, of course, he
was a strong supporter of Fisher and of
likelihood. He gave me two topics. The first was
about an optimization algorithm known as
parallel tangents (partan). I did a lot of work on it
but this was for the US Air Force and not for my
PhD. The other topic was based on an article of
Pitman" (before the war) on Fisher information
which works for regular distributions but not for
uniform or other non regular distributions. I
started studying the article and began dealing
with the concept of information and how it can be
measured through the data. The topic turned out
to be controversial. I also got involved with
parametric measures of information, with
measures of divergence, having as a tool
Kullback’s book, and with entropy which was
considered as a non useful measure of statistical
information due to the fact that it could be
negative and didn’t satisfy the property of
sufficiency. My aim was the creation of Fisher
type measures using divergences and their
properties. All these are contained in my PhD
thesis, the ARL Report with Kempthorne and the
publications that followed with my associates at
loannina. At the same time I wrote a Fortran
program for contingency tables with examples
which improved an existing (but incomplete)
IBM routine. Moreover, [ prepared a related
technical report which was published by the
Statistics Lab where 1 worked. Since all reports
had animal names, I named mine “Elafos” (Greek
for “deer”). The Statistical Lab and the provision
of statistical services on the university
community seemed like a good idea, but, when,
years later, I tried to do this at loannina, I failed.
I guess it is not easy for something like this to
succeed in Greece.



Avt fltov M TPAOTN EMOEN, LE TOVG TIVOKEG
ocuovapswg. Metd  amd  ypodvie, TOo  Béua
avamtoydnke 6tav dovAéyaue pe ™ Mapia v
Kotépn o€  katnyopikd dedopéva  yuoo  TO
OOOKTOPIKO TNG KOl TEPA OO AVTO.

Kata 1@ Oidpreia TtV 6mOVOOY  GOS
emokéntecls tny EAddda p’ éva oéua. Ti oyéon
Exer 1o oéua & n ITA. Kaviyyos ue to yauo cag;
Me 10 @iho pov 10 Anuntpn tov Iletpidn, to
Xnuiko, mov eiyope kéver pali TIg ATHoEIg Yo
vnotpo@ia, Ppednkape oty  Ovdoryktov.
Exeivog omovdale oto Georgetown Kot €y® GTO
Catholic. Ot Apgpikavoli kdAeoav — TOLG
vrnotpdeovg Fulbright oto Agvkd Oiko Ko
EavacvvavtnOnkoue. O Anuntpng yvopllotay e
v Avootocio 1 omoio HIAeTo TOV EMOKEPOTKE
kot otnv Apepicn. To emduevo kodokaipt Tov Oa
gpyouovva oty EALGSQ e Topakdiese vo, pEp®
éva 6épa yioo v Avaotocio. Emedn opmg dev
Bprka v Avaoctacio, £ékieica paviefod otV
[MAateio Kaviyyog va 10 mapaddom otny adeAepn
™, ™ Moapia 1 omola poOAG elye emoTpéyel and
onovdég oto Ilapiotl, oe Bioloyia kot AieOnTiky.
"Etot kotaAnEape vo mivooue pall Kopé.

Awtnprioape oAAnAoypagio 6Tav EQuya ToW Yo
Vv Auepik Kol TO  €WOUEVO  KOAOKOipl
appafoviootikape. Avo ypovia petd npde otnv
Apepikn, éva (eotd kot yepdto Kovvovmia,
kadokaipt.  Exel @ipope v omndeacn va
Kévovupe TOMTIKO VAo, OMOG Kol E£YWVE, OTO
Anpopyeio pe  xovpmdpo tov Willem Vreeken,
@iAo  OAAOVOO  UETATTUYWOKO — QOITNT  TNG
l'swioyioag. H Mapio yOpioe omnv EALGOQ ot
otov £€0€1Ee To YopTl TOL YALOL OTN UNTEPQ NG,
ekelvn avotpd g eime «Tt givar ovto;». Qg
YVootov ekeivn v emoyn otnv EAAGSa, ovte
VINPYE 0VTE NTAV ATOOEKTOG O TOMTIKOG YALOC.
O yapog pov elye avamivieyes CUVETEIEG GTNV
Apeptkr]. Mov Topay®pnoay apécms SLoUEPICL
omv Eotio yo mavtpepévoug portntég (Married
Housing) «xot mpo ko avénon 1008 1o pnvo.
Onodte ypdoo ot Mapio kot ti¢ Aéw «Elay. Me
TIG cLVONKeEG OVTEG UTOPOovGOUE Vo TO fydAovpe
népa. Tote wdvape kot to Opnokevtikd Yapo
otov Ayio T'edpyo'®, oto De Moines pe EAnva
KOUUTAPO vt T Qopd Tov AylAAéd TOV
Adapavtiadn mov frav Emk. Kadnyntg Nuclear
Engineering oto lowa State.. O ¢@ihog o
OMaVOOC dev PmopoloE Vo €ivol KOVUTAPOG

ot  dev nMtav  Xpotwwodg  OpBddo&oc.
[Mopaoctabnke Opmg ovemionuo. ‘Htov wive-
KGT® TOTE TOL pHe Toipvel TNAEPOVO O

Kempthorne ko1 Aéer «Takis, you have done
enough»! Tote povo katdrlofa 6TL OA giyav mheL
KoAG Kol TO SOUKTOPIKO Elye TELEIDOEL
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This was my first contact with the contingency
tables. After a few years I returned to the topic
with partan and Maria Kateri who worked for her
doctorate on categorical data and beyond that.

During your studies, you visited Greece with a
package, what does this package and Kaningos
Square have to do with your marriage?

Together with my friend Demetris Petrides, the
chemist, with whom 1 had applied for
postgraduate studies in the USA, we were in
Washington DC. He was studying at Georgetown
and I was at the Catholic University. American
officials invited all those who had a Fulbright
scholarship to the White House and we met there
again. Demetris knew Anastasia who also visited
him in the USA. The next summer that I would
be coming to Greece, he asked me to bring
Anastasia a package. However, because I could
not find Anastasia I made an appointment with
her sister Maria, who had just returned from her
studies in Biology and Aesthetics in Paris, at
Kaningos Square (in downtown Athens) in order
to deliver the package. So we ended up having a
cup of coffee. We kept corresponding when 1|
returned to the States and the next summer we got
engaged. Two years later she came to the States,
in lowa, on what it was a very hot, very humid
and full of mosquitoes summer. There, we
decided to get married with a civil ceremony, and
so we did it at the City Hall. Our best man was
Willem Vreeken, a Dutch friend who was a
Geology graduate student. Maria returned to
Greece and when she showed her mother the
marriage certificate she said “What’s this?”. It is
known that at that time in Greece, civil weddings
were not accepted and did not exist. My wedding
had unexpected consequences in the States. The
University gave me an apartment at the
University Hall for married students and a raise
of 100$ per month. So I wrote to Maria and told
her “Come back!”. Under those circumstances we
could make it. A bit later we had our Orthodox
wedding at St. George’s church in Des Moines'
with a Greek best man, Achilleas Adamantiadis
who was Assistant Professor of Nuclear
Engineering at lowa State. My Dutch friend
could not be best man since he was not an
Orthodox Christian but he stood there
unofficially. It was at this time that Kempthorne
gave me a call and told me «Takis, you have done
enough»! It was at this point that I realized that
everything went well and that my PhD had
finished.



Ot petamtuylokég omovdés €xovv dVO PACELS.
v wpot, maipvelg  pobnuota,  dlvelg
g€etdoelg kol emTvyydvovtag Exelc v aichnon
poddov. H @domn tov d1daxtopikod Oumc, gival
o eaon ocwwnng, yopic emiPePainon tpoddov.
‘Qomov @tavel oty N TeElgvtaion oTIyH Ko OAa
amoktoov v a&io toug. H mpmtn éEwmbev kaAn
poptopion pbe pe po TpoéokAnon amd Tov J.
Leroy Folks” vo 8dco opaio opio o
TPOCKEKANLEVOC OUIANTAG, OTO GLVESPIO TOL
IMS oto NtdAlag pe 0épa tn Oewpia Métpmv
[Mmpopopiag.

Hwg pracate oty Georgia; T'ati usivare 1660
Aiyo;

Tnv zpodtn pov ovvévtevén v €lyo oTo
Oklahoma State to 1969. Mov ékavav Tpospopd
oAAG dev Bélape va Tape toco pakpld. Eiya ki
dAhec ovvevtevéelg, oto Cleveland, oto Case
Western University, oto University of Waterloo
omov Lov ékave «emiBeon» o Godambe oAl e
vmootipiée o Ovyypoc o Aczel'®, «kau oto
University of Georgia oto Athens, Georgia. Hpbe
TpMTA 1 TPocpopd amd tn Georgia, TV omoia
opéomc  amodéyOnka. Alyo upetd £€optace 1
wpocpopd amd 1o McGill kot To Connecticut,
oAlG MTav mo apyd. Adyo tov Notov, eiyope
avnovyieg yio tnv Georgia, aAAd el dAa fTov
g yopd. Ymnpxov Kot OpKETEC EAANVIKEC
OKOYEVELEG OAAG KOl KOAR  (emoryyeApoTiKn)
PoonTik. Oupmg Vanpyov HETAVOGTELTIKOL
AOYOL TTOVL PE KPOTOLGOV GE AVOGPAAELD AOY®
g J1-Visa mov eiya amd v vmoTpoeic. TOv
Fulbright. Me ™  Ponbeswa  dwknydpov
kaBvotépnoe 10 0épa. TeAkd petd amd 3 ypdévia
mopapovinc otn  Georgia, éywve 1 okéym vo
myowve otov Kavadd kot 6tov ot ekkpepotnTeg
Eyav vo enéotepa otnv Georgia. ‘Etol mya
0710 McGill vo ddom opidio apov TPONYOVUEVMG,
petd amd mpoéckinon tov Povoca, mépaca Kot
édwoa opkia oto Wisconsin. Teiwca npbe  n
npocpopd. amd 1o McGill  Kkdtt oto omoio
oLVEPOAE 0VOLACTIKA Kol 0 ZTpatng 0 Kouvvidg
Tov omoio &iya yvopicel oe éva Joint Statistics
Meeting, ot Néa Yopkn 1o 1968. MdAiota
glyape whet yio eoyntd 6° va EAANVIKO pectopdy
oto Park Avenue oOmov dev éhenyov Kol Ol
TOMTIKEG OVaPOPES Kol cLINTHGELS

¥m Georgia senior kafnyntég frav ot Carl
Kossack, Rolf Bargman «ot Clifford Cohen. Xt0
Computer Science ftav kot o Roy Shenton
YVOGTAOG Yo T0 £pYo TOL 6T moments. Htov pa
KOAN KoL TOPAYOYIKT TPLETIO KOl YVOPICOUE Kot
t0 Noto ¢ Apepikng. Epguvntikd mtpomdnca
oToTloTIKy Bewpia TANPOQOPLOY, TO HEPIKAOG
YPOUUIKE  HOVTEAD KOl TO KOTNYOPIKE dEdOUEVHL
[Le Tov pantan.
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Postgraduate studies comprise of two phases. On
the first one you attend courses, take exams and
by succeeding you get the sense of progress. The
PhD research phase however, is a phase of
silence, without a confirmation of progress until
the last moment comes and everything gets its
value. The first external good assurance came
with an invitation by J. Leroy Folks' to give an
hourly lecture as an invited speaker at the IMS
Meeting in Dallas on Information Theoretic
Measures.

How did you end up in Georgia? Why did you
stay for so little?

I had my first interview at Oklahoma State
University in 1969. They made me an offer but
we did not want to go that far. I went to other
interviews in Pittsburgh, at Case Western Reserve
University, at Waterloo, University of Waterloo,
where I was “attacked” by V. P. Godambe but
was supported by the Hungarian J.Aczel'® and at
Athens, Georgia, the University of Georgia. First
came the offer from the University of Georgia
which I accepted. A little later, there was an
interest from McGill and Connecticut, but it was
already late. Due to the South we had concerns
about Georgia but everything turned out to be
fine. In Athens, Georgia there were a few Greek
families and a good professional perspective.
However, there were immigration reasons which
made me feel insecure due to the J1-Visa I had
from my Fulbright scholarship. With the help of a
lawyer the issue was delayed. Finally, after three
years of stay in Georgia, we decided to try to go
to Canada and when the difficulties and problems
would end up we could return to Georgia. So I
went to McGill in order to give a talk, making on
the way there a quick stop at Wisconsin where |
presented a seminar at the invitation of Roussas.
Finally the offer from McGill came, that was
something to which Stratis Kounias had
contributed and whom I had met for the first time
at the Joint Statistics Meetings, in New York in
1968. At that meeting, we went for lunch to a
Greek restaurant on Park Avenue where political
discussions could not been avoided.

At Georgia senior professors were: Carl Kossack,
Rolf Bargman and Clifford Cohen. In Computer
Science there was also Roy Shenton who is
known for his work on moments. Those were
three good and productive years and we also got
to know the American South. Research-wise I
worked on statistical information theory, partially
linear models and categorical data with partan.
S.J. Smith and E.E.Nemes were my master
students there.



‘Eto1 Joiwov Ppebirxate otov Kavadd. Tt Eyete
va Qounbcite anoé ta ypovia erov Kavadd,

H aAnfewa givor 0t mpv tov Kovadd vripée ot
to evoeyoduevo g ['eppaviac. Me tov Opédo tov
[Momayyéhov elyope KpaTNoeL TOAD KOAY €mapn.
Mdélota E€yaca vo T OTL TO KOAOKOIpL TOV
1964 mov Mupaoctav oty Ovdoctyktov, Mpbe 1
Ao Adumov omnv Apepikn Ko yivope Kot
kovumapol. O ®pédog empodkelto vo, mwhel ot
I'eppavio oto Ilav/wo tov Gottingen 10 omnoio
Ntav moAd omovdaio 1otopikd IlavemoThuo.
Mov avépepe Yoo g 0éom oto  Ivetitovto
MoBnpatikng Xtoatiotikng oto  Gottingen. Metd
ond  KATOWOLG EVOOLUGHOVE  OMOPUGICOUE VoL
npoonmodnoovue va. peivoope ot B. Aupepuc..
Ev to peta&d (Rmoa va kabvotepriiom yio €va
egaunvo va mdm oto McGill. To aitmuo €yve
deKTO, OEV ElYOV TPOYWOPNGEL KoL T YOPTIE TNV
Apepikn, omote to Xpiotovyevva tov 1973
QOPTMCAUE TO TPAYLOATA LLOG GE EVAL OPTNYO, LLE
TO OLTOKIVNTO Ao TG® VO PLHOVAKEITAL OO TO
QeopTNYd KoL @Oyope  ywo to  MOVIpEdA.
[paypotikd yontevdnkope. Exel ot "EAAnveg
Ntav g oAV  UEYAAN  KowdTNTO. 210
[Moavemomuo Ntav o Xt.Neypendving kot o Z.
Kouvvidg evd nMpbav cav emokénteg o O.
Kékovdlog ot o X. Xoporapmiong. O
AAMmokomoviog Mtav oto [lavemioiuio tov
Movtpeod. Q¢ peTOmTUYOKOL  TEPAGOV O
Y1.Kovpodking «air o Il.Mooydémoviog, mov
apyodtepa pbe ota [dvvevo adlhd dev €uetve.
Alotr cuvaderlpot ekel NTov. o V.Seshadri, o
A.M.Mathai pe tov omoio siyope kol KATOL
EPELVNTIKY]  ovvepyacsion  AOY®  CLVAPELNG
avtikeévov, kabac kot o G.P.H.Styan. Mdlota
pe tov Styan kot T @ournTpla tr Laurel Ward
elyape po koA 10éa va cuykpivovpe to Sidpopa
OTATIOTIKA TOKETA TTOL Mo TOTE YVoTd (SAS,
SPSS, BMDP «Ar) mov teAkd katéinée oe pa
avakoivowon to 1976 ot0 mPp®TO GLVESPLO
ypnotdv e SAS' ot dAOpda kar petd
dnuooctevtnke, pe cvlntnon, oto IpokTikd ToVv
Yvvedpiov. Zto McGill frav xoar o Harold
Ruben™ mov petd ™ ovviaéoddmon Tov
enéotpeye oty AyyMa.

Ytov Kavadd elyo kot Peptkovg PETAmTUYIOKOVS
eoutntég 0nwg Ttov Ted Speevak, tov Brian Kouri
mov gpydotnke otnv Bell Canada, t Jackie
Fetaya mov gpydotnke oty Air Canada, kot tnv
Shama Rukh Alam wov enéotpeye oTO
Mraykhavtéc. Tnv idw emoyn eiyxe exwvnoel va
otnvetol ko to Statistical Society tov Kavada
OOV Ely0l KATOWO LKPT] EUTAOKN.
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So you went to Canada. What can you
remember about your years in Canada?

The truth is that before Canada, there was also a

possibility of going to Germany. I had kept a
good contact with Fredos Papangelou. I forgot to
mention that in the summer of 1964 when we
were in Washington, Lisa Lampou came to the
States and they got married there having me as
“koumbaro” (best man). Fredos was about to go
to Germany, to the University of Gottingen which
was a renowned historical University. He told
me about a position at the Institute of
Mathematical Statistics in Gottingen. After some
hesitation we decided to try to stay in North
America. In the meantime [ asked from McGill to
delay my arrival there for one semester. My
request was accepted, the immigration papers in
the USA were not processed anyhow and on
Christmas of 1973 we loaded our things on a
truck and left for Montreal. We were really
charmed. There, the Greeks were a very large
community. St. Negrepontis and S. Kounias
taught at the university while Th. Kakoullos and
Ch.  Charalambidis came as  visitors.
A.Bakopoulos was at the University of Montreal.
St. Kourouklis and P. Moschopoulos, who came
to Yiannena later on but did not stay, were
accepted as postgraduates. Some of my other
colleagues there were V.Seshadri, A.M.Mathai
with whom I had some research collaboration due
to common research interests, as well as
G.P.H.Styan. Together with Styan and one of the
students, Laurel Ward we had an idea to compare
various statistical packages which were then
known (SAS, SPSS, BMDP etc), an idea which
led to a paper presented in 1976 at the first
convention of SAS'” users in Florida. It was later
published, with discussion, in the Proceedings of
the Conference. Harold Ruben' was also at
McGill but after his retirement he moved back to
England.

In Canada my graduate students were: Ted
Speevak, Brian Kouri who got o job at Bell
Canada, Jackie Fetaya who was employed at Air
Canada, and Shama Rukh Alam who returned to
Bangladesh. At the same time, the Statistical
Society of Canada began forming up and I had
some involvement myself.



Ayopacarte oriti otov Kavadd alla telikd dev
ueivare. Toati;  O&lare va yvpicere otny
Ellada;

H embopio g emotpoeng vanpye mTAVIOTE.
Tavtoéypova giyo MON OTOKTACEL [0 CNUAVTIKA
YeLON aKadTUOIKOV eumelptmv. Etol n dpa frav
KatdAAnAn va yvpico otmv EAAGSa. H mpot
TEPIMTOOTN OV TPOEKLYE TV amd To ['Idpyo 10O
Povocoa va maw emokéntmg omv Ildartpa.
MdMoto  eToldoTnKOY  TOL  XOPTI KOl
npoympnoav. Opmg 1 Béon Pynke teMkd ot0
uéco g ypovidg (1974 -75) kai dev pumdpeca va
dexbm, TPAYUOL 7OV Koo Oy LEVEL
dvcapéotnoe tov Povoca. Tehwd Eyve n exhoyn
oe 0éon Toktikov Kobnynt ota [Mdvveva kot
déyOnxo.

IHlwg nrav n kKardoracn ota Ilidvveva ocov
agpopa ™ Zratictiky; Ilotovg fprkate exei;

Y10 Mafnuotikd tov loavvivov vaipye n €6pa
[MBavotntev, Ztotiotikng kot Emiyyeipnoioxng
‘Epevvag  tv  omola «xotelye o  Anuntpng
Aopmpbxne'® o omoiog dpwg dvo ypéviaL TPV
oo, &ixe anmoyopnoet Yy v AXOEE, 6mov
apyodtepa.  Oletéhece kot IIpvtovne. (0]
Aoaumpdrng, o 0moiog NTav amd TOLE TPADTOVG GTO
Mofnpatiké tov loavvivev, ftov moAd KaAdg
ddokalog Kot cvyypagéas eEopetikadv Pifiiov
Ytotwotikng. Htav  Ouwg kol diaitepa
OpOaoTAPIOG HE OMOTEAEGUO VO KATUQEPEL VO
Wwpvbel ota Tdvveva Oy poévo  Epyacthiplo
2TOTIOTIKNG OAAG Kol dgvtepn £€0pa, 1 ‘Edpa
[MbavotnTeV, KTl acvvnbeg v v EAAnvi
TOVETIGTNOKY TpaypatikodTTa, tote. Metd ™
petakivnon tov omv AXOEE kot ywo mepiodo
dvo ypoévov, ™V avabeon TV  pobnudtov

YtotoTikng  &ixe  ovoidaPer - o Kabnynmg
Metewporoyiag kot petémerta  [IpvTovng,
Awovoong Meta&d.

‘Eeptaca ota [dvveva to Mdio tov 1976 aidld
(oo adeto Kot em€otpeya 610 MOVTpeod Yo
™ petakopon. Ev to petald, og cuvevvonon pe
tovg Ponbovg g 'Edpag elya Pydrer ta Bépata
KOl TOVG €Yo aPNOEL VO KAVOLV TIG EEETAUCELC.
Eiye 6pwc, 0nwg paivetal, KukKAOQOPNoEL 1| PTIUN
ot éptace oto [dvveva kdmolog avotnpog
Kobnyntg. Muw pépa Aowmodv, maipveo Eva
AEQPOVNIO 6T0 MovtpeaA kot puobaiveo 4t ot
eoutntéc Oedpnoov to Oéuata dVOKOAD Kol
amEDPNOUV podia (naArov VI PYE
TpocsuveVVOMon) and Tig eEETACELS, OmMOUTMOVTOG
Batd 0épata. To Oéua éptace otn ZyoAn n omoia
OmEPPIYE TO QiTNUO TOLG Kol 1M €EETOOTIKY
yabnke. Tote frav mov avaroyiotnka «Bao Tpémet
VO UTT® GTO TVEVULX TOV VEOV TEPIPAAALOVTOCY.
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You bought a house in Canada but finally you
did not stay. Why? Did you want to return back
to Greece?

The desire for returning home was always there.
At the same time [ had gained a significant taste
of academic experience. So it was the right time
for me to return to Greece. The first case that
came up was from George Roussas who in 1972
had taken up the Chair of Statistics at the
University of Patras. He proposed to me to go to
Patras as a visitor. The papers were prepared and
processed. However, the appointment was
finalized in the middle of the academic year
(1974 -75) and 1 could not accept, which
understandably, displeased Roussas. Finally there
was the offer (election) for the Full Professorship
at loannina which I accepted.

What was the situation at loannina regarding
Statistics? Whom did you meet there?

In the Department of Mathematics, there was a
Chair of Statistics, Probability and Operational
Research occupied by Demetris Lambrakis'.
Two years before my arrival at Iloannina,
Lambrakis departed for the Athens University of
Economics and Business (AUEB), where he later
became Rector. Lambrakis who was one of the
first professors at the Department of Mathematics
in loannina, was a very good teacher and author
of excellent books. He was also very active and
as a result he had succeeded in creating at
loannina a Statistics Lab and a second chair (in
Probability Theory), which was unusual for the
Greek academic reality those years. After his
transfer to AUEB and for a period of two years,
the responsibility of Statistics courses was given
to the Meteorology Professor Dionysis Metaxas
who later on became Rector of the University.

I arrived at Yiannena in May 1976 but I took a
short leave of absence and went back to Montreal
for the final moving. In the meantime, 1 had
prepared the final papers and asked the assistants
in the department to arrange and proctor the final
examination. The rumor spread that an austere
new Professor came to Yiannena. While I was in
Montreal I received a phone call where I was
informed that the students had considered the
exam paper very difficult and, at a central signal,
they all left from the exam room giving blank
papers and demanding an easy paper (there was
probably a previous premeditation). The issue
was discussed at the next Faculty meeting, the
student’s demand was turned down and the exam
period was lost. It was then that I thought that “I
should get into the spirit of my new
environment”.



Apyodtepa potnoa £va cuvadeApo TL Bo Empeme
va kévo av épbet o opdda gortntdv (1 un) oTo
YPOQEio OV UE amEMNTIKEG StaBEcEL; KoL av Ba
énpene va povacw v actuvopia. Tote NTov Tov
ocuvvewdntonoinca 6tt otnv EALGSa dev vrdpyet
TOVEMOTNOKN  actovopio.  Ildviog  pov
glonynOnke va maco KovPévia Gryd-cryd Kol vo
emdwém va, Pyo pali tovg E€m, oto melodpoo,
¢€m and 1o [avemortno.

Amd to TPOTO POV PEARUOTA HTOV 1) OPYAVOOT
pobnuatov oe ovyypovn Pdon. O Aoumpdxng
glye Kotagépel MOANG  Exovtag evidgel, e
amOQUOT| TNG XYOANG, apKeETE £oto. nabnuota
YTOTIOTIKNG OTO TTPOYPUUUO GTOVdOV. ATO TO
1977-78 ta podipote ota [dvveva  €ywvav
eCoaunviaio kot kaBep®bnkay o1 SOUKTIKEG
povades. ‘Etol to avobewpnuévo  mpoOypappa
omovd®V el TWALOV @G VTOYPEWTIKE  TO
podfuata  Ewwoyoyn otig IT@avomnteg  (3°
egaunvo) xoi Ewayoyq ot Zratiotkn (4°

egaunvo). X  OLVEYEW Kol o YL TNV
katebBovvon/ewdkdtTnra TG ZTOTIOTIKNG Ol
QOUTNTEG mapoakorlovboveav Oewpia
MBavotitwv — Zratiotkig (5°  &&aunvo),

Mabnpatikog Ipoypappatiopdg (6° eEaunvo),
Stoyaotikég  Aveliteig ko Egappoyéc  (6°
e€aunvo), XtotioTiky Zvumepoocpororoyio (7°
e&aunvo), Xroyaoticd Movtéha Emyeipnotaxov
Epeovov  (7°  e&aunvo) kot AvdAvon
IMoavdpopunong kot Atacmopdg (8° eEaunvo).

Xmv O mepiodo Eekivinoe 1 evioyvon ToL
npocomikoy. Otav éptaca ota [dvveva Bprika
BonBovg otig 6v0 Edpeg kar to Epyactnplo, toug
K. ®epevtivo, K.Kapaxkmnota kot Z.Ilamaypnoto
evd 2-3 oakopo 0écelg Ponbdv MoV KeVES.
Yxedov auéomg pepa tov [lavayidt Baotleiov
o omolog eiye Owoktopkd omd t0 Néo
[Mavemomuo tov Ulster, ot Bopeio IpAavdia
o¢ EmueAnt) pe petaxivinon amd v ‘Edpa
l'eopetpiag. 'Eva ypoévo petd épyetor kKot o
ompns o Aouvkdg o omoiog elye Kdvet
ddaktopkd pe tov David Kemp oto Bradford.
Hopdiinia pe tO OTPOTO TOL, OVOAUUPAVEL
apicbog cvvepydng Kol pe TNV OTOAVCY| TOV,
vivetar Empeinmgc. Tote mpociapfdvovtal mg
Bonboi kot ot Adykapng kot Zoypdeog. O
Koopdg o  ®depevtivog  olhokApwoe 10
dwaktoptkd tov 10 1981 evdd o Kootag o
Zoypaeoc to 1987. Ev 100 petald ot
Koapaxohotog Ko Adbryxopng moipvovv
EKTAOEVTIKY] GO0 KO KAVOUV TO S100KTOPLKO
tovg oty Ayyiia. O Ilaraypnotog lye kdvetl 10
d10KTOopKO TOv 6TV AyyAio , 6to Manchester,
oand to 1976.
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Later on I asked a colleague what should I do if a
group of students (or not) came into my office
with threatening intentions and if I should call the
police. It was then that I realized that in Greece
we do not have a university police. He suggested
talking and discussing with them while trying to
get out on the street, outside the University.

One of my first concerns was the organization of
courses on a contemporary basis. Lambrakis had
achieved a lot by having included many annual
statistics courses into the undergraduate program
with the faculty’s approval. From 1977-78 and
onwards the courses at loannina were on a
semester basis and credit units were introduced.
So the revised program of studies included the
following obligatory courses: Introduction to
Probability (3 semester) and Introduction to
Statistics (4™ semester). Then and for the
statistics  concentration  (specialization) the
students attended courses such as: Theory of
Probability = &  Statistics (5"  semester),
Mathematical ~ Programming (6™ semester),
Stochastic Processes and Applications (6"
semester), Statistical Inference (7" semester),
Stochastic Models in Operational Research (7"
semester) and Regression and Analysis of
Variance.

The enrichment of staff also began at that time.
When 1 first arrived at loannina I found as my
assistants in the two Chairs and the Lab, K.
Ferentinos, K. Karakostas and S. Papachristos
while 2-3 more assistant positions were not
occupied. Soon after Panayiotis Vassiliou, who
had a PhD from the New University of Ulster in
Northern Ireland, moved from Geometry and
joined our group. A year later Sotiris Loukas who
had received his PhD with David Kemp from the
University of Bradford also came. At the same
time while in the army for his service, he worked
as an unpaid associate and when he was released
from the army he was appointed a Lecturer
(Epimelitis). Ch. Langaris and K. Zografos were
also hired as assistants. Kosmas Ferentinos
completed his PhD in 1981 while Kostas
Zografos finished his in 1987. In the meantime,
Karakostas and Langaris took their educational
leave in order to finish their PhDs in England.
Papachristos had already taken his PhD from
Manchester in 1976.



Me v epapupoyn tov Nouov ITAaicio oirot
evtdooovtol otig ovtiotoweg Pabuideg ko amd
exel ko mépa eeAlyOnoav axadnuaikd. Ev 1o
peta&d opwg eiye amoywpnoel and to Tunuo o
Bootieiov. Tlpwv akdpo amd v epappoyn tov
vopov miaicto, o Baciielov eiye oloxinpmoet
v Yonyeoio Tov 6Toug TuYoiovg TePITATOVS e
Tuyaio epayuato kot o, MapkoBiovd cuotipota
Kot eiye mapel evioAr] dO0oKOAMAC, He avTimado
tov Evdyyeho Kiovvtooln, o omoiog apyodtepa

é&ywve  xobnynme oto  Owovouwd Iloav/po
Abnvov. EmmpocOeta  eiyope maper  €va
gpeuvnTikd  mpoypoppa  oamd ot [eviky

I'poppoteio ‘Epevvag ko Teyxvohoyiog oe man
power planning oto omoio mg fonbovc eiyaue Tov
Niko tov Todvto kat to [dpyo Zdyo™. Tote
Ntav mov o Baowieiov e€eléyn "Exrtoktog
KoOnyntg Emyepnolokng Epevvag  oto
Mofnpatikdé g Oeccolovikng, Omov Kot
petakwnonke. To Tpdypappa oAoKANpOONKE 6TN
®eccalovikn, OOV TNPE KOl TO SOAKTOPIKO TOV
o Tobdvtag. O Zdyog, amd tnv GAAn, Ekave
daktopkd otn BifiioOnkovouia ommv Ayyiia
kot Topo givar  AtgvBovimc e Bipiodnkng tov
[Mavemompiov looavvivov.

H dgbvtepn €6pa ZTatTIoTIKNG €yve mpoomadeia va.
Tinpwbel to 1977 omdte Ko TPOKNPYOYONKE 1M
0éon. Ymoynogiotmra €Becav o  Avdpéog
Ouitmov kol o ovyywpepévog o Iedpylog
Iapmg. Tnv  tpely  amotelovoay O
A Xatindnpog, o I."TGRavidong kot eyd, n opdda
TV epaprocuévey. Tehkd n 0€om, g omolog
T0 ovTikeipevo frav «@eswpio [TiBavotHT®VY, OV
TANpoonKe aldd o Avopéag, av dev Kavm AdBog
mye ot Bnputd ko apydtepa eEeréyn otnv
[Tatpa. Akdpo Bopdpor Ty dpa TG cvvedplog
va gleépyetal otnv aifovca o KANTHpag Kot vo
eveyuplilel cLOTATIKEG EMOTOAEG o€ KAOe &vav
omd ta 25-30 péAN Tov EKAEKTOPLKOV GMUOTOG.
Atyo peTd MV 0AmOQGUOT TOV GOUATOS EAaPa
MAEQOVNIO amd Begocarovikn: «Kakopoipn,
unv mepacelg and [atpay. Hrav o Kovvide.

Y10 Mofnuatiko tov loavvivev, 6mog kol g
Ao avtiotorya Tunuata, vaipyay TpoPAnuLaT
oupPimong HETAED OTATICTIK®V Kot
pobnuotik@v. Ympyxe HeyoAn dvokoAia va
newsovv o1 Bewpnricol pobnuatikoi ywo TV
avaykodtnta, evioyvong tov Touéa ZTaTIoTIKNC.
Qc mpog 10 Euyuyo Suvaukd, £yovtag TNV
TAEOYNOi0, TPOETAGGOV TIG OIKEG TOVG OVAYKES
KkéOe @opd mov eueic Oftape ouTAUOTO Yo
neplocdHTEPE poOAUOTA 1] TPOCOTIKO.  AKOUA
OUMG Kol Yo TNV €pguvo VINPYE AavOacpévn
EKTIUMOTM KO AVTIANYT Y10l TOLG GTOTIGTIKOVG,.
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With the implementation of the new Higher
Education Law in 1982, they all were integrated
into their respective faculty rankings and from
that point onwards they developed academically.
In the meantime Vassiliou had departed from the
Department. Even before the implementation of
the new law, Vassiliou had completed his
Docentship on random walks with random
bounds and Markovian systems and the Faculty
had given him the right to teach Operations
Research, having as a co-candidate Evaggelos
Kiountouzis who later became Professor at the
Athens University of Economics and Business. In
addition we were awarded a research program by
the General Secretariat of Research and
Technology in manpower planning where we had
Nikos Tsantas and George Zahos™ as assistants.
It was then that Vassiliou was elected as
Professor ~ of  Operational  Research in
Thessaloniki at the Mathematics Department and
moved there. The program was completed in
Thessaloniki where Tsantas received his PhD. On
the other hand Zahos did his PhD in Library
Science in England and later on became Director
of the Library of the University of loannina.

An attempt was made to fill in the second Chair
in 1977 and the position was advertised. We had
two candidates: Andreas Philippou and the late
George Girtis. The 3-member committee
consisted of A.Hadjidimos, G.Tzivanidis and
myself, the Applied Mathematics group. Finally,
the position, whose subject was ‘“Probability
Theory”, was not filled in and, if I am not
mistaken, Andreas went to Beirut and was later
elected in Patras. I still remember a secretary
coming into the room at the time of the meeting
and a reference letter was handed to each one of
the 25-30 members of the electoral body. A little
while after the body had made its decision, I
received a call from Thessaloniki. It was from
Kounias who told me “Poor guy, do not pass near
Patrasy.

At the Department of Mathematics in Yiannena,
as well as in other respective departments, there
were problems of symbiosis between statisticians
and mathematicians. There was a great difficulty
in convincing theoretical mathematicians for the
need to strengthen the Statistics branch. They
were the majority and so their own needs came
first each time we asked for more courses or staff.
There was also the wrong belief for the quality or
level of research in statistics.



O o¢iloc pov, o Bacilng o Ztdikoc, o€ GTIYUEG
évtaong éleye «Ma eoelg o1 Xtatiotikoi plyvete
ta Capa ko Bydlete epyacion. O avtiloyog nTav
0Tl ot XtatioTikn  Ppiokelg  epyacieg ko
onpoocievoel; and to évo dkpo, ot Begwpia
[MBavot TV Kol Xvvaptmotlokn Avdivon (m.y.
oto Annals) péypt to GAAo 0oL 01 Epyacieg eivat
OTOAMITOG  EUTEIPIKEC/TPOKTIKEG  HE  avOAVOT
dedopévav KA. Katd kavova yavoyle.

¥t dekaetio Tov “90 KoTapépape kol Eekivnoe
KOl TO METOMTLYWOKO oG TPOYPOUULO  OTov
apykd, ot padnuoatikol emdiwéav vo evtdEovv
éva LTOYPEMTIKO Uadnua avaivong. «Xto O1Ko

o0g PETAMTUYOKO BdAite 6TL Béhete” 10 B10 Oot
Kdvovpe Kot gUelg Yol To d1kd UaG.», TOVG EAEYO.
TeAwcd ta kotapépape. O Topéag eeMocotay
QLGLOAOYIKA LE £kdoom PPAwV Kol OMUELOCEDY
YL TOVG POLTNTEG GAAG Kou e KOAN Tapovcia
GTO0 YOPO 1TNG XTOTIOTIKNG, HE OpPYyavoon
cepvopiov Kot O0AEEELG, Tapd TN YEOYPUPIKN
omopoveon,. Exeiva 1o ypovia mMpbav orto
I'évveva o Mathai kot o Seshadri and to McGill,
o G. Watson®' om6 10 Princeton, o A.R. Sen ano
to Statistics Canada, o V. Zolotariev and
Moéoya, o D. & A.Kemp ondé Bradford kot St.
Andrews, o A. Kaldxog, o Vinze and Ovyyapia
kot o Sir D. R. Cox. H wotopia pe tov tekevtaio
glvan 101aitepn. ‘Hpbav o pépa exkmpdcmTOL TOL
British Council ota I'dvveva yio va cul{ntioovv
TO eVOEYOUEVO OVTOAAAYOV pe TNV AyyAia. Otav
pOTHONKA av VITPYOLVV Kamolol Tov Ba 1Bl va
emokepOovy ta [dvveva omd v AyyAia,
avépepa tovg Cox, Barnard®, kot Bartholomew.
Tpelc-técoepelg UNveg HETA OV TNAEQPOVIOOV
o0tt 0 Cox amodéyfnke kot tedkd Mpbe pe ™
oVvluyd tov Yo 15 pépeg. Oupdupot To TPHOTO
Bpdodv mov éptace ota [Mdvveva Kot TYQUE Yo
Qeayntd Omov O0ev QAVNKE VO TOV YOPOTOLEL
kaBO6AOV 1M €KQpoom TOL Ypnoyomoinco  OTL
«elote YVOOoTOG amd 1O 0ltw Kadoduevo (so
called) Cox proportional hazards model». ‘Towg
TEMKG vo unv  elvol  KOAOKELTIKN] oVt M
éxppaon. O KakovAhog ykpiviaée vy v
emiokeyn Cox: «llog to koTOQEpOTe €GEIC;».
Yy eniotpoen mavtwg o Cox édmae dtaresn Kot
omv ABnva. Exeiva to ypovia to [avemoriua
AbMvog, Oeooarovikng, [atpag ko loavvivev
glyape OpHOVIKA ovvepyasio Kot ot Eévol
TPOCKEKANLEVOL KAVOVE tour GTO TOVETICTIUIOL
dtvovtag dwiééelc. ‘Etot yvotav gukoAdtepn Kot
N OTOl OIKOVOUIKY] OTAPIEN TOV EMICKEMTOV.
Ext6¢ and tovg E€vovug, tov Topéa emorképnkay
axoua, puetaéy dAlov, & o Xt1. Dwtémoviog, o
®. Navomovrog, n Kk Egkardxn kot o [dvvng
[Tavapetog, dtav fTav aKoOUa GavVTApoG.
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As my friend Vassilis Staikos used to say in
moments of tension “But, you statisticians throw
the dice and produce papers”. Our argument was
that in Statistics one can find papers and
publications from one end of the spectrum in
mathematical  theory  (Probability  Theory,
Functional Analysis, Annals of Probability), to
the other end where the papers are completely
empirical/non-methodological with data tables
etc. We were invariably losing.

During the 90’s we succeeded in starting the
statistics graduate (masters) program where
initially the mathematicians tried to include an
obligatory course in Analysis. I used to say to
them «for your graduate program do whatever
you like; we will do the same for ours”. We
finally succeeded. The Statistics Section was
normally progressing with research, publication
of books and notes for the students and also with
a good presence in the area of Statistics through
the organisation of seminars and lectures despite
our geographical seclusion. Those years came to
Yiannena and gave seminars A.M.Mathai and
V.Seshadri from McGill, G.Watson®' from
Princeton, A.R. Sen from Statistics Canada, V.
Zolotariev from Moscow, D. and A. Kemp from
Bradford and St. Andrews, D.Kazakos, 1.Vinze
from Hungary, and Sir David R. Cox. The story
regarding Cox’s visit is particularly interesting.
One day, representatives from British Council
came to Yiannena in order to discuss the
possibility of exchanges with England. When 1
was asked whether there were some people whom
we wanted to visit Yiannena, I mentioned Cox,
Barnard®, Bartholomew and others. After three-
four months they called me and told me that Cox
had accepted. He visited Yiannena with his wife
for 15 days. I remember that the first night of his
arrival at Yiannena we went for dinner and he did
not seem happy with the expression I used “you
are known from the so called Cox proportional
hazards model”. I realized that this may not be a
flattering expression. Kakoullos was nagging
about Cox’s visit “How did you manage that?”.
However, on his way back, Cox gave a lecture in
Athens. Those years there was a harmonic
cooperation among the Universities of Athens,
Thessaloniki, Patras and loannina and guests who
came from abroad toured on the universities and
gave lectures. That made any financial support
offered to our visitors easier. Besides the
Statisticians from abroad, our Section was
visited, among others, by St. Fotopoulos, F.
Nanopoulos, Kiki Xekalaki and John Panaretos
when he was doing his military service.



Ilgite pag yio Kdmoleg diies OPACTHPIOTHTES
O6TO YWOPo TNS 2TATICTIKNG KATA TNV TEPIOOO
™6 Onteiog cag ota I'avveva.

Eiya mpocéfer 6t1 omv AOMva ywvovtovoav
oupopeg ekdNAmoel; kol Tehetés oe Ebvikég
Eneteiovg, Yo avayopeHOELC Emitipov
Adoxtopav kKA. 'Etot dtav uovva Kosuntopog
mg XyxoAng ewonyndnko ot ZOoykAnto v
kabiEpwon tPévvov Yo emionueg eKONADCELS
EVO TapAAANAa TpdTEWVOL TNV avaKnpvén Tov
Oscar Kempthorne™, o omoioc frov 1Mo
Distinguished Professor in Sciences & Humantities,
oe Enitipo Awdkropa. To aitnuo éywve dextd ov
KoL VINPYOV SIGTAYUOL, POV ETPOKEITO Yo KATL
Tpotoyvopo Yo ta [dvveva. H mpodtn Aowmov
avayopevon Emitypov Awdxtopa oto I'idvveva
gytve 1o 1993 pe TudOUEVO TPOCOTO  TOV
Kempthorne o omoiog omv ovipovnoen Tov
pilnoe pe  Bépua  «From  Observation  to
Inference». Metd mAVTOC Omd TNV TPAOTY OLTH
exdnAmon, o Becpog €yve KaboAKA AmTOdEKTOC
KO Ol EMOUEVEG TEAETEG YIVOVIOLGOV UE LEYAAN
AapmpotnTa. Oo mpémel vo avagépm OTL O
Kempthorne &iye oyxéon ue v EAAGda and tnv
EMOYN TNG KATOYNG, 0oL 10 1946 dietélece
pérog g Emutpomig tov Hveopévov EBvav
Zoppdyov) yoo v enomteion TOV  TPATOV
exhoydv petd v oamehevbépwont. Moli tov
ntav o R Jessen, o W.E.Deming ka1 o J.Neyman,
0 0moi0¢ apYOTEP TOPALTHONKE.

To 1990 ovoAidfope Kot S10pYOVOGOUE GTO
Méavveva 1o 3°  Tlovelqvio  Zuvédplo
Tratiotkic®. ‘Hrov and tote mov 1 dtopydvmon
oV cuvedpiov kabepmbnke oe emota Pdon. H
gMTVYiL TOV  OLVESPIOL  TOpOKivcE  TOV
[Hovoywm to XOya kot tov paxopitn T
Tlweéta vo avarapovv, vTO TV OuTPEAD TOV
EAKEIIA, ™ Od&wpydveon tov Xvvedpiov To
1991 oy Iatpa, pe eEopetikn emiruyia.

O Topéag Xtatiotikng oto ['dvveva eiye otevi
emoen kot cvvepyaoio pe tnv latpikn ZyoAn amod
N otiyun g idpvong tg. H Zyodn eiye eSapyng
EVTAEEL GTO TPAYPOLLLO GTOVODV TNG £va, Ladn o
Bloototiotikng kat évo dedtepo oe Lyedloouo
[epopdtov, to onoio anetélece TPOTOUTO TOV
Kuwvikev Aokipov. H ovvepyacio cvveyiotnke
o€ ovpPovlevtikd emimedo KOOMG KOl UE TN
GUUUETOYN LTOTICTIKOV GTIG TPIUEAEIC EMTPOTEG
owoktopik®v  dwrpifov g Xyxoing. H
ovvepyacio pe v latpikn Swatnpnibnke Yo
TOALG XpOVIQL KOl KOPLPOONKE UE TN GLUUETOYN
oG oT0 AlOmOVETIGTNUIOKO Kol AloTunpotikd
Metantoylokd Tpdypappa Brootatiotikng, poli
ue 1o IMovemomuo Abnvov (Moabnuatikd &
latpikn| - Epyastipro Yyiewng & Emdnoloyiag).
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Tell us about some other activities on the
Statistics Section during your stay at Yiannena.

I had noticed that wvarious activities and
ceremonies took place in Athens on National
Anniversaries or proclamations of Honorary
Doctorates etc. So when I was in the Senate I
proposed the establishment of academic gowns
for official activities and later on I asked for the
proclamation of Oscar Kempthorne®, who was
already a Distinguished Professor in Sciences and
Humanities, as Honorary Doctorate. The motion
was accepted even thought there were some
scepticism since this was something new for
Yiannena. This first proclamation of Honorary
Doctorate at Yiannena took place in 1993 and our
guest of honour was Kempthorne who on his
speech, talked about “From Observation to
Inference”. After this first event, the institution
was accepted by all and the following ceremonies
were held with great lustre. I should mention that
Kempthorne, besides his scientific contributions,
had a connection with Greece since in 1946, after
the German occupation, he served as a member of
the United Nations Committee (Allied Mission)
for Observing Greek FElections after the
liberation®*. With him there were also R. Jessen,
W.E. Deming and J. Neyman who at some point
later resigned from the Committee.

In 1990 we undertook and organized at Yiannena,
on behalf of the Greek Statistical Institute (GSI),
the 3™ Panhellenic Statistics Conference®. From
that point onwards the organisation of the
conference was established on an annual basis.
The success of the conference encouraged
Panayiotis Sypsas and the late G.Tziafetas, under
the umbrella of the Greek Productivity Centre, to
undertake the organization of the Conference in
Patras next year and this was also done with great
success.

The Statistics Section at Yiannena had a close
collaboration and contact with the Medical
School from the moment of its establishment.
The School had included in its program of studies
from the very beginning an obligatory course in
Biostatistics and a second one, an elective, in
Design of Experiments which was a predecessor
of Clinical Trials. The cooperation continued on
a consulting level and with the participation of
statisticians in their doctoral committees. The
cooperation with Medical School was preserved
for many years and reached its peak with our
participation wn the Inter-University and Inter-
Departmental ~ Postgraduate = Program  of
Biostatistics together with the University of
Athens (Dept. of Mathematics & Faculty of
Medicine, Lab of Hygiene and Epidemiology).



H mpoondBeia mov éyve apydtepa vo evraybovv
07O TTPOYPOULLO ALTO OAM T TUALLOTO TTOV Elyav 1
oxetilovtov  pe  Buootatiotikn  (Ilepaidg,
Noonievtikn AOnvaov kAm) dev  evdokiunce.
Ouudpot pee cuvavinon oto Kolwvakt pe tovg
K.Toiumo, A. Kolopotiovod o Doty
l'ewpylokddn 6mov Olot eiyoue deifel peydro
EVOLOPEPOV OAAG OTTG TEMKA (avnke vanp&ov
EMPVAAEELG amd TNV TAELPA ToL TprydTOLVAOL.

A&opvnuovevto eivar to to&idr tov EAAfvov
2TOTIOTIKOV e TOVAUAY, 6TO0 GuvEdplo Tov ISI
o ®hopevtioa to 1993%. Inueio cvvavinong
ntav m Hyovueviteo. Exel 1 opddo tov

loovvivav  Bpébnke pe tovg KdaxovAihro,
Kovpoviin, Kolapatiovov,
Xattnkovotavtwvidn, [oamaddto wkor  GAAOLG.

AOY® KAGmowov AGBovg OTIC  KPOTHOES Kol
elMelyel  eVOALOKTIKOV  AVvcemv  glyope Kot
OVOTTAVTEXEG GLYKOATOIKNGEI, OTO 1010 SWUATIO
ot0 &evoodoyeio. Oumg 10 o evolapEPOV UE TN
GULYKATOIKNOY QPOPOVCE TIG KOUTIVEG GTO TAOTO
omov o KaxovAlog ykpiviale 6tov 1 Xpocovio
TYovoePOTaY amd TNV KAUTIVOL TOV YOVOIKAOV
o€ ekeivn TV avdpdv Yoo vo PAémel Tov
appapoviactikd g to Niko tov [Tanaddro.

Mia ka1 piidue yia covéopia, meite Hov Yo TIG
EUTTEIPIES O ETICTHUOVIKES KAl EPEVVITIKES
ovvepyaaoies otov Evpomaixd yawpo.

Mo oNUOVTIKT EPELVNTIKT OPACTNPLOTNTO GTOV
Evponaikd ydpo ftav 1 cuvepyacio g opadag
pov (®epevtivog ko Zmypdeog) pe tov Leandro
Pardo kot v opdda tov (M. L. Menendez kot D.
Morales) amd 10 Dept. of Statistics and OR tov
Complutense  University of Madrid. H
cuvepyacio NTOV GTNV TEPLOYN TNG LTOTICTIKNG
Ocwpiag [TAnpoopidv kot Eekivnoe apyég Tov
1989, apykd pe oAAnAoypagio. AxoAiovOncoav
EMOKEYELG TOV UEADV TOV ouddwv og [Navveva
kot Madpitn. H ovvepyaoia ftov mapoyoykn,
avToAAGyOnKay Kot vAomomOnkay TOAAES 106G
Kot evemAdikn kot o X. Toaipiong, o onoiog kave
T0 S18akTopkd Tov poli poc. H ovvepyacio avty
ovveyiotke omd tov Kowota 10 Zoypdeo.
Apyodtepa, oaoyobnkeg pe  ta péTpa
TAnpoeopiog — amOKAMONG KOl TN XTOTIGTIKN
Ocwpia [TAnpogopidv kot ocv AAEEavope, e
Toug  padntég  cov. Ykomdg ouTNG TG
dpaotnpotNTeg MTOV 1 UEAETN, avaivon,
gvomoinor, Yevikevorn Kot YeViKa 1 €£€Taon Tov
poAOL TOV METPOV TANPOQOpiag, €ite TOTOVL
Fisher eite amoxhong gite evipomiag, ot Bempia
Kol TIG EQPAPUOYEG, OTY LOVIEAOTOINGN, Of
TAnBvopovg kot pe  Osdopéva, ouveyn Kot
dwokprrd. I[ToAld omoteléouata Ppébniav kot
ONUOGIEHTNKAY 0O KOVOD KOl OLTOUIKAL.
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An attempt was later made to include in this
program other Departments which had or were
related with Biostatistics (Piracus, Athens
Nursing School etc) but it did not succeed. I
remember a meeting at Kolonaki Square with
C.Tsimbos, A. Kalamatianou and Fotis
Georgiakodis, where everyone showed great
interest but, as it was later became known there
were reservations from the Trichopoulos group.

Another worth noting experience was the Greek
Statisticians’ trip to the ISI conference®® in
Florence in 1993 by bus. Our meeting point was
Igoumenitsa. There the loannina group met with
Kakoullos, KourouKlis, Kalamatianou,
Chadziconstantinidis, Papadatos, and others. Due
to some mistake in the reservations and due to the
lack of alternatives we also had some unexpected
cohabitations in the same room in the hotel.
However, the most interesting thing about the
cohabitation concerned the ship cabinets where
Kakoullos nagged that Chrisoula went to and
from the women’s cabinet to that of men in order
to see her fiancé Nikos Papadatos.

Since the talk is on conferences tell me about
your experiences on scientific and research
collaborations within Europe.

An important research activity at the European
level was the collaboration of my team
(Ferentinos and Zografos) with Leandro Pardo
and his team (M. L. Menendez and D. Morales)
from the Dept. of Statistics and OR of
Complutense  University of Madrid. The
collaboration was in the area of Statistical Theory
of Information and started at the beginning of
1989, initially with letter correspondence. It was
followed by visits of members by both groups to
Yiannena and Madrid. The collaboration was
productive, many ideas were exchanged and
materialized and Ch. Tsairidis who worked on his
PhD with wus was also involved. This
collaboration lasted for several years and was
continued by Kostas Zografos. Later on, Alex,
you and your students, also got involved with the
Measures of Information - Divergence and
Statistical Theory of Information. The purpose of
this activity was to study, analyze, unify,
generalize and generally examine the role of
measures of information, either Fisher or
divergence or entropy, in theory and applications,
in modeling, in populations and with discrete and
continuous data. Many results have been obtained
and published jointly and individually.



¥ dekoetio Tov 90 1 épevva  pov
EMKEVTIpOONKE oTO KaTNyopkd dedopéva Kotd
™ Ooldpkela ¢ emiPreyng g O1OUKTOPIKNG
SwTpiPnc e Mapiag Katépn. Atgpguvioaue to
EPOTNUO  va.  Ppovpe  HOVTEAD YO TIVOKEG
cuvdeelag To omoio va gival TANcEoTEPO GTNV
aveEaptnoia, OmMOL 1 AMWOCTACT HETPATOL LIE
dupopeg amokAicels. H mpoondfela anédmae pe
ONUOGC1EVOELG 08 TEPLOOIKA KOl OLVOKOIWMGELS OE
ouvédplo otnv EAMGSa kot to eEwtepikd. H
Mopia cvvéyioe v épevva GTNV TEPLOYT OVTNH
pe emruyia ota lodvviva kot Tov Iepod.

A&éyaotn kol onuovtikny Bo peivel m yio 600
efdopddeg emiokeyn pov oto Hvopévo Bacilelo
to 1993 o¢ 0pKetd MOVETIGTAULY, ONWOC TO
Imperial College, to University College, to City
University, to Reading kot to movemotio St
Andrews, Strathclyde, Manchester, Oxford kot
Cambridge, v omoia dlopydvmce to British
Council oto  wloiclw  TOV  UOPOOTIK®V
avtoloyov — EAAddog  —  AyyAlog. M
a&1opvNUOVELT Kot TOADTIUN EUmELpiaL.

M. GAAN OMUOVTIK GLVEPYUSi OQOPA TO
npdypappo Erasmus oto omoio cvuppeteiya, y
OVIOALOYEG  QOITNTAOV Kol koBnyntav. Xt0
npdypappo avtd coppetelyov 1o Ilavemotwo
tov Strathclyde, ¢ kOplog @opéac, e TOV
Rashid Ahmad ot apyotepa tov ~ Magnus
Peterson ®g ovvioviotég, m AOnfva pe tov
Kouwvid, n @gocarovikn pe tov Bootieiov, ta
IMévveva, n AXOE pe tov IMavapero, to ITav/wo
mc Padova pe tov F. Pesarin®, 1o Catholic
University of Milan (Universita Cattolica del
Sacro Cuore) pe tov Benito Frosini, o Catholic
University del” Ouest cto Angers, France pe tov
D. Boivin kot To Swedish Agricultural University
pe tov  John Ohrvik. BeBaing m peyoddtepn
KVNTIKOTNTO ATAV UE QOITNTEC amd TV EAAGOa
pog v AyyAio. Yanp&e OU®G Kol GMUOVTIKA
ocuvepyoacio  petod tov  Emotmuovikov
Yrev0bvov. Eiyope Oomyd Zmovddv ota
EMnvikd ko AyyAikd eve epappolape to ECTS
10 omoio TOpa £xet mhéov Kobiepmbel otnv
Evponaiky "Evoon. Ot  ovokéyelg Tov
vevBivov Kavovifoviov Kot yivovtoav Kot T
dupkeln ovvedpiov ota omoio palevdpoote OA0L
pali. To mpoypappo petapépbnke Kot otov
[ewpotd o6mov ocvveyiletor kot avlel, pe ™
GNUEPIV] TOV LOPOT.

Mo GAAN cvvepyasio NTOV OVTH TOL TPOEKVYE
pe ™mv AAPavia. O cvvadelpog George Styan
a6 to McGill giye v embopio vo emokénteton
dlapopeg yopes. 'Etol ekdnimoe evdlapépov vo
ndel ko otnv AAPavia.
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In the early 90’s my research was focused on
categorical data while I was supervising the
doctoral thesis of Maria Kateri. Jointly we
pursued the question to find models for
contingency tables which are closest to
independence, where closeness is measured by
various divergences. The effort was fruitful with
several papers published in journals and
presented in meetings in Greece and abroad. In
the sequel Maria carried on with success research
in this area both at loannina and Piraeus.

In 1993 an unforgettable and important event
took place. It was my two-week visit to the UK
in various universities like the Imperial College,
the University College, the City University,
Reading and the Universities of St Andrews,
Strathclyde, Manchester, Oxford and Cambridge,
which was organized by the British Council
within the framework of educational exchanges
between Greece and England. A memorable and
valuable experience.

Another important collaboration concerned the
Erasmus program for the exchange of students
and teachers. The Universities participating in
the program were: the University of Strathclyde,
with program coordinator Rashid Ahmad and
later Magnus Peterson, Athens with Kounias,
Thessaloniki with Vassiliou, Yiannena, Athens
University of Economics (AUEB) with
Panaretos, Padua University with F. Pesarin®’, the
Catholic  University of Milan (Universita
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore) with Benito Frosini,
the Catholic University del” Ouest at Angers,
France with D. Boivin and the Swedish
Agricultural University with John Ohrvik. Of
course, the greatest mobility was observed among
students from Greece to England. There was
however important collaboration between the
academic staff. We prepared study guides in
Greek and English and we were using the
European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) which
is now established in EU. Meetings of the
Erasmus partners were arranged and took place
during international conferences. The program
was transferred to Piraeus as well where it
continues to exist and thrives under its present
form.

An additional collaboration was the one that
came up with Albania. My colleague George
Styan from McGill had the desire to visit various
countries. So, he showed interest in going to
Albania.



Ey® mpo v mpotofovAia va oteilm omd ta
lMavveva o emotohy omv  AAPovia
OlEPELVAOVTOC  TO  €VOEYOUEVO  OVTOAAAYNG
EMOTNUOVIKOV emokéyemv. Mia kot dgv H&epa
kavévoy oty AAPavie 1 €mMOTOA  pov
anevBuvotav otov «Professor of Statistics, Dept.
of Mathematics, University of Tiranay». Metd, amod
AMyo avrtamoxpifnke o Kabnyntg Llukan Puka.
"Etot opyoavdbnke n enickeyn to 1990. O Styan
pe ™ ovluyo tov Evelyn, o Kovvidg pe m Zovia
Kol ey® pe ™ Mopio a@od mTporyoupEVMG
covPAicape apvi ota [dvveva, av kol dev NTav
[Taoyo, Eexvnoope pe to Pav tov [Havemotnuiov
vy v Kokapid. Exei pag mepipeve o Puka pe
ovluyo tov kot 2-3 poavpo Volvo. ‘Hrov 1 petd
Xo6tla enoy™, pe tov Ahio kot n duehy pag frov
N mpd™ emiokeyn Avtikdv Kabnyntov oty
Koppovviotik] AAPavio. O kabévag poag £dwoe
oo P S1GAeEN OV OV Kot OVOUEVOE VoL Yivel
ota ['oAlkd, pog {Rmnoov va v KAVOLUE GTo
Ayylikd. ‘Htov o a&éyaotn emiokeymn Ko pio
povadikn epmepio.  Amd avti TV emiokeyn,
TPOEKLYE KoL éva TTpoypappo Tempus yio tov
EKGUYYPOVIGUO TOV TPOYPUUUATOV GTOVOMV.
Y10 mpdypappo coppeteiye poli pe ta Mavveva
kot ta Tipava wor to Ilavemomiuo tov
Apyvpoxdotpov. Ot emokéyelg NTav TOALEC, L
Sworé€elg kal pobnuoto. Metd amd o tétola
EMICKEYN G610 APYvpOKOOCTPO, EMICTPEPOVIE LLE
tov L ZTOUPOVAGKT) kot tov M.
I'pappatikémovro. Tt otiyun mov OTACOUE GTOV
éleyyo dSwPatnpiov oty oAPoavikr| mTAgvpd,
akovotnkay moupofoiopol amd Kordovikoo,
otov aépa. I[lavikopinOnkape kot oyeodvV
TPEXOVTOG PTACOUE GTO EAANVIKO QUAGKIO XWOPIg
TEMKO Vo oepayicouv  To dofatiple pag ot
AAPoavikéc apyés.

Daworav 6T 0ia myyaivave kald kar 6t1 Qo
uévare ora Lavveva. Oa uévate yio mavra oy
oy fTav 1o ATUYNHO;

Metd and 10 ypdvia 610 Vvoiki, ayopdcape éva
0omed0 Kot Kticape Kovid oto Ilavemotiuo,
Alyo €€ amd v mOAN. H okéyn yo tqv A6nva
hvtoTte VINPYE AOY® NG owkoyévelag. To 1997
&ywve 1o atoynuo. O David eixe o goyel omd ta
IMévveva. H Bavésoa épuye tov endpevo ypovo.
‘Etol og cuvdvaoud pe v Katdotaorn UETH TO
atoynuo, edpoidbnke n embopio v petdfoon
omv ABnva.

Katd ) didpkeior tov 10°” Xvvedpiov tov EXI,
otov Ilepand, to 1997, yvopiotmra pe tov B.
Mnévo mov tOTe Moy  Aviurpldtovng Kot
ocv{ntoape 1o gvoeyouevo petdkinong. ['vopila
emiong tov A. ABavaconovro, tov O. ApTikn Kot
tov L.X. Iavayiwtdémovdo.
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I took the initiative to send a letter to the
University of Tirana from Yiannena, exploring
the possibility of exchanging scientific visits.
Since I didn’t know anyone at Albania, my letter
was address to “Professor of Statistics, Dept. of
Mathematics, University of Tirana”. After a
while, Professor Llukan Puka responded, so the
visit was organized in 1990. Styan with his wife,
Evelyn, Kounias with Sonia and myself with
Maria after we had previously roasted lamp on
the fire at Yiannena (even though it was not
Easter) we took the University’s van for Kakavia.
There, Puka awaited for us with his wife and 2-3
black Volvos. It was the post-Hoxha®® era, with
Alia in power and our visit was the first visit of
western professors to the communist Albania.
Each one of us gave a lecture which, even though
we expected it to be held in French, it was given
in English. The Tempus program for the
modernization of programs of study in
Mathematics of Albanian Universities was an
outcome of this visit. The University of
Argyrokastro also participated in this program
together with Yiannena and Tirana. We
exchanged many visits giving lectures and
offering courses. After one such visit to
Argyrokastro, myself, J. Stravroulakis and
M.Grammatikopoulos were on our way back
home when, the moment we reached the passport
checkpoint on the Albanian side, we heard
gunshots in the air coming from Kalashnikovs.
We panicked and we went to the Greek
checkpoint almost running without having our
passports stamped by the Albanian authorities.

It seemed that everything went fine and that you
would stay at Yiannena. Would you stay there
forever if it wasn’t for the accident?

After having lived for 10 years on rent, we
bought a piece of land and built a house near the
University, just outside the city. The thought
about Athens was always there due to the family.
In 1997 the accident occurred. David had already
left Yiannena. Vanessa left the following year.
So, in combination with the situation after the
accident, the wish for moving to Athens was
established.

During the 10" Statistics Conference at Piraeus in
1997 1 got the chance to meet Professor V.
Benos. He was then the Vice-Rector and we
discussed the possibility of my joining Piraeus. I
also knew Professors D. Athanasopoulos, Th.
Artikis and 1.C. Panayiotopoulos.



‘Eotetha Aowév  otov  Ilepond, onueiopo
eKONA®ONG  EVOLIPEPOVTOG HETAKANONG. ZTNV
tpel] Etonyntikn Emtpony Bopdpon 6t rav o
Mnévog xon o I.Aovdtog. H eonynon ntav
BeTikn Kot apov cvvnydpnoe kot To Mabnuotico
ota ['dvveva yuo vo petagepbet ko n miotwon,

petakAnbnka otov  Ilepoad  wor  avéloPa
kafnovta v dvoign tov 1999. Tov loHvio
exhéyOnka  kor  Tov  ZemtéuPpro  avérofa

kafnkovta ¢ [Ipoéedpog tov Tuquatog eved o
Mmrévog eiye Mon exheyel IIpvtavng. Gupdpon
Toug aoteicpods pe 1o @ldo  Kobnynm
Poyatpikig Kot Zoypaeo Apn Atdko™: «otnv
nukio pog oaAralovpe 3 mpdypoto:  omit,
yovaiko, kot SovAeld». Eyd dihaéo ta dHo!

Hwgs cag pavyre n uerafacny ocrov Ilepoid;
‘Hray owapopetixd ano ta I'iavveva;

H omopén  evéc tufuotoc mov  cvvdvale
YtoTioTik) kot AGQOAIOTIKG  MTOv g
TpOTOTLTICL POV TayKoouimg, uoévo 1-2 tétown
Tuqpoto vanpyov. To Tupa dexdtav kdbe ypdvo
200 mpomTuylOKOVE QOITNTEG. ATO TNV GAAN
mAevpd dev  elye TOAAN peYGAN €PELVNTIKA
TOPAY®YT] EVA T OOOKTOPIKA Tov glyav d00s&l
uéypt tote frav 1 N 2. Oco yo ) PiAodnkn,
Ntav avOTOPKTN GTOV TOUED TNG XTOTIGTIKNG.
Eivor  yopaxtnpiotikdé Ot petépepa OAd  TO
TPOCHOTIKG, Lov TevyN TV Annals of Statistics,
tov JASA «xot dAAa ot PPprlodnkn  tov
Tuquotog ko omd  ekel mpowbnbnkav oty
Kevtpwn Biriodnkn tov Iavemompiov. To
nepipaiiov mov cvvavinoa ctov Ilewpoid B to
YOpoKTNPWA  EMAYYEALOTIKO €VO OVTO OTO
IMévveva o axkadnpaixo. Xtov Iepotd EPAemeg
Kobnyntég pe xovotodut Kot 6t0  YKOPAL
Mercedes, BMW «xot Lexus evod oto 'dvveva
ovVNBG aVToKIVITA TNG GELPAC.

H evioyvon tov avBpormivov duvapkod otov
[epord Eexivnoe pe v ekAoyn tov Mdpkov
Kovtpa. IlopdAinia  omfnke Kot 10
Metantoyokd  mpoypoppe  E@appoopéving
YtoToTikng pe katevBovoelg otn Blootatiotikn,
TIG 2TOTIOTIKEG MeBbdovg oTa
XpnpoTookovopukd Kot tov Ztatiotikd Iototikd
"Eleyyo. Apyotepa mpooténke kot 1 katehbvvon
m¢ Kowovikfic Ztotiotucic™. To mpdypopipiol
mov &iye Owdpkewn 4 eEdunvo, eiye peydn
emtuyio. Agyopootov 25 @oitntéc kdabe ypovo
Kot eiyope, omd TV apyn, Kot eE®TEPIKONG
dwdokovieg amd aiio Idpouata. TloAloi amd
TOVG OmOPOITOVG OAAL Kot OmOPOITOl GAA®Y
UETATTUYIOKOV TPOYPUUUATOV EVIAYONKAV Kot
ovveyilouv vo €VIAGOOVTAL OTO  JOUKTOPIKO
TPOYPOLLLO, LLE EVIVTMGLOKE OTOTEAEGLLOTOL.
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Therefore I sent a note expressing my interest to
join Piraecus. I remember that Benos and
Professor G. Donatos of the Athens Economic
Department served on the Recommendation
Committee. The recommendation was positive
and after the Department at Yiannena voted in
favor of the budget transfer, I moved to Piraeus in
the spring of 1999. In June I was elected and in
September I resumed the duties of the Chairman
of the Department while Benos had already been
elected as Rector. I remember the jokes I used to
make with my friend, the Psychiatry Professor
and Painter Aris Liakos®: “On our age we change
three things: house, wife and job”. I have
changed two of them!

How did you find your transition at Piraeus?
Was it different from Yiannena?

The existence of a department which combined
Statistics and Insurance was an originality, since
there were only a couple of such departments
worldwide. The department accepted 200
undergraduate students each year. On the other
hand, there was not much production research-
wise while the doctorates which had been given
then were only one or two. As far as the Library
1s concerned, it was almost non-existent with
regards to Statistics. I decided to transfer all my
personal issues of the Annals of Statistics, of
JASA and others to the Departmental Library and
from there they were moved to the central library
of the university. 1 would characterize the
environment [ found at Piracus as more
professional while at Yiannena it was more
academic. In Piraeus you could see Professors
with nice suits and expensive cars like Mercedes,
BMW and Lexus, while at Yiannena there were
usually regular (common) cars.

The enrichment of the human resources at Piracus
started with the election of Markos Koutras. At
the same time the graduate program of Applied
Statistics with directions in Biostatistics,
Statistical Methods in Finance and the Statistical
Quality Control were founded. Later on, the
direction of Social Statistics’ was added. The
program, whose duration was four semesters, had
a great success. We accepted 25 students each
year and we had visiting professors from other
universities to teach courses. Many of our own
undergraduates and many more from other
undergraduate programs were accepted into the
Master’s program and continue for a PhD with
impressive results.



H evioyvon tov Tunquatog cvveyiomke pe v
exhoyn 0EOA0Y®OV VEOV EmIOTNUOVOV. ApyiKa
egedéynocav ot I 'Hhomoviog, M.Katépn,
M.Mnovtowog, I'.ITiteédng, K.IloAitng kou to
teAevToia xpovio, PETA TNV OmOYdPNCN LoV, Ol

2.Bpoévrog, X.Evayyehdpog, I".TCoPerdg,
2. Mmepoiung, KA.
To TPOTTVYLOKO TPOYPOLLLLLOL OTOLODV

EKOLYYPOVIOTNKE &V® 1 EUTAOKN HOC GTOV
Avoloylotikd / AGQOAMGCTIKO KAGOO €yve mlo
ovolooTikn. Ed® Ba mpémel vo onueidom Ot ot 2
TPATOL oandpottot K0 ypovVidg
mpociapfavovtay omv Ebvikn Aceolotiky.
Eniong n 'Evoon Aceoiotikeov Etaipeidv
EAAGOOC €kove mOPOLGLACELS Yo TNV TPOPOAR
TOV  EMOYYEALOTIKOV — TPOOTTIKAOV  OTIV
AcopaMotikn kot Avoroylotiky Emotqun. Me
v evioypon Tov  AGQUAIOTIKOD  KAGOOV
TPOEKLYE 1 OVAYKN  TCTOMOINGNG Ko
OVCLHOTIKA,  €kd0o0oNG  GOEWG  OOKNOEMG
enayyélpotos. ‘Etotl, pe Ymovpywn amoépoon,
kataptiotnke n Teyvikn Emitponn Exrmaidevong
Ko E&etdosmv AcGQaMOTIKOV
Awapesorafotviov’’ (acaloTikdy cupfodiov,
GUVTIOVIOTAV, TPAKTOpwV Kol pecutdv). To
Tuquo €lxe evepyd polo otnv idpvon Kot
ovykpotnon g Emtponng otnv onoia dietéreca
[Ipéedpog yioo 2 ypdvio. XZTdY0C HOC MTOV Vo
KAVOLUE TNV EKTOIOEVOT TOV LIOYNEI®V 71O
quantitative eve emdidEope Kot T Pertimon g
modttoc TtV eEetdoemv mov deEdyovtar 3
Qopég TtO YpoOvo. Me Ymovpywkn oamdpaon
katapépope vo géopebody amd T JladiKocio
VT ol TTTuyovYoL Tov Tunuatog otov Ilepoid
Om®wg kol Tov ovrtictoiyov TuRuoTog oTO
[Moavemomo Aryaiov.

To Tunuo e&lxe wor evepyn ovupetoyr] ot
dopydvwon cuvedpiov. Extdc and to 1999 mov
dopybvwoe 10 12° ovvédpro tov EXI otig
Ymétoeg, 10 2004 Sopydvmoe, pe [pdedpo tov
Mapko Kobtpa, to 3° International Workshop on
Applied Probability (IWAP2004) pe moAd peydin
gmruyio.

2tov Ilewpoua Cavaflprixare kot mwaliovg
wapovs arné v Ilarpo;

Mo evolopépovoa COUTTMOOT NTAV QUTH UE TOV
Mntpomoritn Ilepond. Xe kdmowo €kONA®ON,
icog v ftov N 28" OktwPpiov, cvvovid tov
Yefacotato  KaAliviko, tote Mmntpomoiitn
[Tepaicdc. Metd 11 Guvavinon, o€ Uid KOvREvTa
pe v EodEAQGN UOV, GUVEIONTOTOI® OTL O
KoArivikog tav évag and Toug d0eKAAOVG GTO
KatnyNTikd oyolelo omv Ildtpa oto omoio

YoV o¢ padntie.
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The expansion of the Department continued with
the election of worthy young scientists. Initially,
G.Iliopoulos, M.Kateri, M.Boutsikas, G.Pitselis,
and K.Politis were elected and in recent years
S.Vrontos, H.Evangelaras, G.Tzavelas,
S.Bersimis, etc.

The undergraduate program of studies was
modernized while our involvement in the
Actuarial Science became more essential. Here I
should note that every year, the top two graduates
were hired by the “Ethniki” Insurance Company.
In addition the Union of Greek Insurance
Companies made presentations for the promotion
of the professional perspectives on the Insurance
and Actuarial Science. With the expansion of the
insurance sector came the need for certification
and issuing of license for exercising the
profession. So, after a Ministerial decision, the
Technical Committee of Training and
Examination of Insurance Mediators®'was created
(insurance consultants, coordinators, agents and
brokers). The Department had an active role in
the foundation and creation of the Committee at
which 1 was president for two years. Our aim
was to make the candidates’ education more
quantitative while we pursued the improvement
of the quality of exams which are held three times
a year. With a Ministerial decision we succeeded
at exempting from the procedure the graduates
from the Department at Piracus and those of the
respective Department at the University of the
Aegean.

Besides 1999 when the Department organized the
12" Statistics Conference of the GSI at Spetses,
in 2004 we organized, under the Presidency of
Markos Koutras, with great success the 3™
International Workshop on Applied Probability
(IWAP2004).

At Piraeus did you find any of your old
acquaintances from Patras?

An interesting encounterance was that with
Bishop of Pireaus. In one event, | think it was the
28™ of October, I met the Reverend Kallinikos,
the Bishop of Piraeus. Soon I realized that he was
one of my church school teachers while I was a
high school student in Patras.



‘Etol emdinéo ko teEMkd Tov emokéPOnKo oTO
ypapeio TV ot Mnrpoémoin  Omov Kot
OOTEIEVTNKAUE «O &vag Hog &ytve MnTpomoAitng
kot 0 dAhoc Kabnynto». KovBevtidoaue apketd
Kot BounOnkope ta modd. Devyovtag Hov £0MGE
Kémowo PipAioc ko o aonuévia ewkéva. Tov
éotella kol eyd petd, 1-2 Bipiia pov.

Oupdpot Tdpa Kot Evov aKOUN YVOPUYLO oo TNV
[atpa mov TOV Pprko petd oamd ypoévia otTa
IMavveva. O @ihoc xor  ovupabntig pov,
Hohtikdg Mnyavikég Nikog Topmékne™  pe
maipvel po. pépa 6to TMAEPMVO, OTAV TMHovVVA
aképo oto I'idvveva. «Ilov elocat;», Tov poTi®.
«Zta dvvevoy, pov omavidel. Bpebnkape kot
étor  €uaba  OTL  ékove  JWBOKTOPIKO  oTNV
duocoeia ¢ Emotung, 10 omoio ko
oAoKAMNpwce TG apyég TG dekaetiog tov 1990.
¥t ovvéyelr Kol o 0Qoy  eyKaTéAElyE TN
Mnyovikn, €ywve cuyypoeLag Kot £€0MGE TOAAY
BPpric ot  Docogic ¢  Emomung
Kataywvouevog pe tov Aivetaw, tov Hawkins kot
dAovg. Oa éheyo OTL  glval  ovyypaeéag/
QWLOC0POG UE £peom Kol ayamn Oyl oTnv
vrapélokn  @ulocopic  oAAG TN «BeTKNY.
Awtnpd péypt onuepa eraen pali tov.

‘Exete acyoinbei pue to EXI yia moila ypovia
ka1 ocvveyilere. Ti Eyete va meite yia Tty mopeia
TOD UEYPL TOPA Kal TS TO Plémere va
eéelicosTal;

To evdwpépov LoV Y10 TO. EMGTNUOVIKG KOt
EMOYYEAROTIKA  Oépata  Tov  KAAdoVL,  eivar
ouvexés. Amd 10 1965 eipon péhog tov IMS ko
tov ASA &v® Yyw OopkeETA ypdVi TMUOLV
«avtamokpttne» tov IMS Bulletin. To EXI €yet
LEYOADGEL OpKETA Kot 1 mopeio Tov  gival
yvoot). Yap&av kot mepiodol akuig aAAd Kot
nepiodot Hpeonc. Mia wepiodoc mov forfnce (ot
Oyl HOVO OIKOVOUIKA) MTov 1 MEPIOdOC TG
PO Popdc cepvapiov ota ypapeia e Xiov,
dexoetio Tov 1980, pe v evioyuon TOL
Ynovpyeiov Epyaciog (EKT). Tnv idwo mepiodo
oto [dvveva dopyavavape cepvaplo tov EXI
ot Buootatiotikn. Topa, Oa éheya, 0Tt kot AdY®
MG OWOVOMKNG ovykvplag, e€lpacte o o
nepiodo veeonc. Kdatt mov dev €yovpe Kotapépet
glval va TPoGEAKHGOVUE APKETOVG GUVAIEAPOVG
and Tov €upiTEPO WIOTIKO TOpEM, Omd TO
AEYOUEVO YMPO TOV «EQOPUOYDVY. YTnpEov
Kamoleg avoAaumEG OAAG OEV  UTOpPECHV V.
emPiodoovv 610 ¥pévo. Eivar emiong atvyég mov
KATO101 SMUOVPYNCAV TIG SIKEG TOVG GTATIOTIKES
opdodes, Olopyavdvouy cuvédplo Kot ekdidovv
neprodwkd. H EALGSa dev elval 1060 peydin oote
va umopel va  €xet dV0 1N MEPLOCOTEPES
OTOTIOTIKEC ETOPELES.
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A bit later 1 visited him at his office in the
Diocese in the beautiful coastline of Piracus .We
chatted for a while and remembered the old
times. We had a laugh about the fact that “one of
us became a Bishop and the other a Professor” in
Piracus. When I was leaving he gave me some of
his books and a silver icon. Later on I sent him a
couple of my books as well.

I now recall another acquaintance from Patras
whom [ found years later at Yiannena. My friend
and classmate, Civil Engineer Nikos Tampakis™
called me one day while I was at Yiannena.
“Where are you?” 1 asked, he said “At
Yiannena”. We got together and so I learned that
he was pursuing his PhD in the Philosophy of
Science, which he completed in early *90s. Then
and after having given up his civil engineering
activities, he became an author and published
several books on the Philosophy of Science
dealing with Einstein, Hawkins and others. |
would say that he is an author/philosopher with
an appeal and love not for existential philosophy
but for “positive” philosophy. I am still in contact
with him.

You have dealt with the Greek Statistical
Institute (GSI) for many years and you still do.
What do you have to say for its course up to now
and how do you see it developing?

My interest for scientific and professional matters
regarding the area is constant. Since 1965 I am a
member of IMS and ASA while for many years |
was corresponding editor for the IMS Bulletin.
Later on I joined the ISI. GSI has grown enough
and its course is known. There were periods of
development and also periods of recession. A
period which helped (not only financially) was
the period of seminar offerings at the GSI offices
in Chios street during the 80’s with the support of
the Ministry of Labour. During the same period
we organised at Yiannena GSI seminars in
Biostatistics. Nowadays, I would say that due to
the financial conditions we are in a period of
recession. Something we did not manage to do is
to attract colleagues from the wider private
sector, the so called “applications” sector. There
were some flickers but they could not survive
throughout the years. Also it is unfortunate that
some people created their own statistical groups
and publish their own journals. Greece is not
large enough to be able to sustain two or more
statistical societies.



[Tépot katapépape va cupmeptinedovpe pe PEK
670 VIO oVYKPOHTNoN ZvpPovito Tov EAAnvikov
2T0TIoTIKOD  ZUOTNUOTOC  OTO  MAQUGLO TG
EAnvikng Zroatiotikng Apyns. H mpoomddeio Oa
pénel va glvar cuveyng kol BEA® va PAET® pe
oo1000&ia To HEAAOVY.

Ileite puov ovo Aéyia yio tyv Kompo xar 7o
Havemotijuio Konpoo.

Agumpémoa and to Ilavemotiwo Ilepoimdg
tov Avyovoto tov 2004 kol apécme LETA TyQ
Emoxéntmg Koabnyntig 670 Tuquo
MoOnpatikmv Ko ZTOTIOTIKNG TOV
[Hoavemompuiov Kompov, apywd v gvipion
xPOVO Ko PeTd dAhec 000 popéc. To Tunua ftav
TOAD KOAO Kol GPLoTe OPYOVOUEVO, OTMS KOl TO
Hovemomuo. Ot cuvddeipot otnv Kodmpo frav
oA KoAol,  @uloEevol. Bpnkape moAAovg
YVOoToUG, yoipape extipnong movtov. O
QOITNTEC GIAOTIHOL, VO KLVNYAve TOo Pobud Kot
oyl wovo 1o mévte. To [avemotnuiakd cuoTno
Gyoyo ko pokdpt vo to viobetovcav oty
EALGO0. Aemtd  pobnuatog dev  ydvoviav,
emovaAnmtikég  eEetdoelg  XemteuPpiov  dev
vdpyovv, OAEEEIC — ogpvaplo oyeddv Kabe
156Muepo. AvamtHéope EpELVNTIKEG GLVEPYAGIES.
Awpyavooape pe mohd emrvyio to 2007 To
2uvédpro tov EZI. Evtdnwon pag ékove to m6co
‘EMnveg eivar ot Kdmpror kou yevikd mwoOGO
EAALGSa glvar 1 KOmpog.

[Mopéretya va avapépm GAAEG ETIOTNUOVIKEG
dpaotnpotnteg  Omwg pe  tov  EAAnviko
Opyovioud Doppdkov cyetikd pe T Proico-
duvopieg, To OVOAOYIGTIKA GULVEDPLO 0T XALO,
TN OWaKTOPIKY €pguva Tov Oavacn ZoyAd,
ocuveyopevn ovvepyacio pe tov Marlos Viana
oto. Symmetry Studies, 1o Aeikd tov EZI, 10
ovvédpra tov EXI khm. Ola avtd Egkivovoay amd
™ diya, iomg mdbog, yroo uabnen, cvufoin ctnv
EMGTNUN, TOV KAGOO Kot TO Emdryyeha.

Yrapyer wari dllo mov Oa Oflare va.
npochicete mpy Klsiocovus;

Me 1 adeto cov, vVIapyovv dropa Tov Ba Osla
VO ELYOPICTAC® Y10 TOV CNUAVIIKO POAO TOV
énon&av otnv Kapiépa pov. [pdta kot ndve on’
oAo B MBeha va. evyoploTiom ™ ovlvyo Lo,
Mopio, ocwwanin kol ocvveymg gvlopdvovoa
oLVTPOPOG, Kol To 7o pov, NTEPwvt ko
Bavéooa, mov popdotnrav poli pov dHvokoAeg
KOl €UYAPLOTES OTIYUES. ATO  €mOYYEAUOTIKNG
OKOTILAG TMUOVV TLYEPOG va €y e&opeTikong
ouvepydteg kol @idovg. Aev Ba emavardfo ta
OVOLLOTA OV £X® OVOPEPEL TPONYOLLEVMG. TN
KopLET TOV KoTaAdyov Bo BAAw Tov emiPAémovTal
kafnynt pov Oscar Kempthorne o omoiog &iye
po peyaAn kot Pabeld emoTnUovikn emppon
v pov. Tovg evyapiotd dAovcg.
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Last year we managed to be included in the
Official Advisory Council of the Hellenic
Statistical Authority. The effort must be
continuous and I like to be optimistic for the
future.

Tell me a few words about Cyprus and the
University of Cyprus.

I retired from the University of Piracus in August
of 2004 and immediately after that I went as a
Visiting Professor to the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics of the University of
Cyprus, initially for a year and a half and then
two more times. The Department was very good
and excellently organized like the rest of the
University. My colleagues in Cyprus were very
good, hospitable. We found a lot of old
acquaintances, we were appreciated by everyone.
The students were duteous, diligent & they
pursued a good grade not just 5. One flaw: they
talk a lot in class. The University system is
flawless and I wish they could adopt it in Greece.
Not a single moment of classes is lost, there were
no repetitive exams in September and there are
lectures-seminars almost every fortnight. Student
advising and research is the main activity. We
developed collaborations for research. In 2007
we successfully organized the GIS conference in
Nicosia. We were impressed by the extent at
which Cypriots are Greeks and generally by the
fact that Cyprus is Greece.

I forgot to mention other scientific activities like
the one with the Hellenic Drug Organization
regarding  bioequivalence,  the  actuarial
conferences at Samos, the doctoral research with
A. Sachlas, the ongoing research cooperation
with Marlos Viana on Symmetry Studies, the
dictionary of Statistics of the GSI, the GSI
conferences etc. All these were initiated by the
thirst, passion maybe, for learning, contribution
to the science, the field, and the profession.

Is there anything you would like to add before
we close?

With your permission, there are several people
that 1 would like to thank because of the
important roles they played in my career. First
and foremost I would like to thank my wife,
Maria, a silent and continuously encouraging
partner, and my children, David and Vanessa,
who shared with me difficult and pleasant times.
From the professional point of view I was
fortunate to have several excellent collaborators
and friends. I will not repeat the names which I
have mentioned before. On the top of list
however I would like to place my advisor Oscar
Kempthorne who had a profound scientific
influence on me. I thank all of them.



'Glafkos. Village outside Patras, next to Glafkos river
where in 1927 a hydroelectric factory was constructed.

? Evpalion. Village of Fokida. There are two versions
explaining the origins of its name. The 1 mentions that it
comes from ev (good) + pali (wrestling), (because there
were many good wrestlers there), the 2™ says that it
comes from ev (good) + polion (small town) because in
ancient years it was called Evpolion.

* George Pantazis. Zoology Professor (1933-1958) and
Professor of General Biology later on at the Dept. of
Physics and Maths in Athens (the Biology Department
was established in 1970). He is considered as one of the
pioneers of the Athens University Campus.

* Radha Govind Laha (1930-1999). He stayed at the
Catholic Univ. until 1972 when, together with E.Luckas
and V. Rohatgi moved to Bowling Green. IMS has
established Laha Travel Awards for young scientists.

* Lars Valerian Ahlfors (1917-1996). Finnish Mathe-
matician known for the book Complex Analysis (1953)
William Madow. Sampling Theory Expert, 1910-1992
"Lincoln Moses (1921-2006). PhD from Stanford (1950).
One of the first with joint appointment in a Statistics
Dept & a Medical School (at Stanford). In the 90’s he
worked on AIDS research.

¥ Rupert G. Miller (1933-1986). He received his PhD
from Stanford in 1958 and immediately hired by
Berkeley UC. In 1962 he moved to Stanford. Known for
his work on multiple comparisons.

°Saul H. Rosenberg. Master at Catholic (1965) and PhD
in Biostatistics at John Hopkins (1969). He worked at
Temple University, the Univ. of Illinois and the Armed
Forces Institute in Washington DC.

' San Jose State College. In 1974 it was renamed as San
Jose State University. The foundational campus of the
California State Univ. system. The oldest public institution
of higher education on the West Coast (founded in 1857).

"' Herman O. Hartley (1912-1980). He moved from
Germany to England in 1934 and obtained his PhD under
Wishart at Cambridge (1940). In 1953 he moved to lowa
where he stayed for 10 years. Then he went to Texas and
founded the Institute of Statistics at Texas A&M.

"2 George Zyskind. Born in Poland (1929). He was the
only member of his family who survived from the
Germans’ concentration camp. He relocated to Canada
where he studied at McGill and Toronto and received his
PhD from Iowa State. In 1967 he became a Professor at
Iowa. He died in 1974 in Israel while he was going to
Hebrew University. Zyskind was the co-advisor of
Professor Papaioannou at lowa.

" Edwin James George Pitman (1897-1993). From 1926
up to his retirement in 1962 he was a Professor of Maths
at the University of Tasmania. He published 21 papers
and a monograph. He characterized himself as “a
mathematician who strayed into statistics”.

“Orthodox Church of St. George, Des Moines. The
Greek Community of Iowa bought the building in 1930.
The first Mass took place on Christmas Day of 1930.
“John Leroy Folks. Professor Emeritus of the Statistics
Dept at Oklahoma State University. Student of
Kempthorne (PhD Iowa State, 1958). Known for his
work on Inverse Gaussian Distribution with his student
R. S. Chhikara (PhD, Oklahoma State, 1972).

'® Janos Aczel. Born in 1924 in Budapest. Professor
Emeritus of the Dept. of Pure Mathematics at the

42

University of Waterloo and Corresponding Member of
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

"The conference is held annually in the States since
1976. Since 2007 it is called SAS Global Forum.

"Harold Ruben (1923-2001). Born in Poland and studied
at Imperial College. At McGill he stayed for 20 years
from 1969 up to his retirement in 1988.

PDemetris Lambrakis. Born in Messini, Greece. Studied
in Athens (BSc Maths, 1957) & England (Master,
Manchester 1964; PhD, Aberdeen, 1966). In 1969 he was
elected at Yiannena. In 1973 he went to AUEB where he
stayed until his death (1989) after his election as a Rector.
20 George Zahos. The Chairman of the General Board of
Libraries, of the National General Archives and of the
Educational Radiovision. A Math graduate (Univ. of
Ioannina) with an MA on Informatics & a PhD on the
Management of Libraries and Educational Units (Univ.
of Loughborough). The 1* elected General Director of
the Greek National Library.

*'Geoffrey Stuart Watson (1921-1998). Born in Australia.
PhD from North Carolina State Univ(1951). From 1970
he was in Princeton. In 1950, together with James Durbin
defined the Durbin-Watson statistic.

“George Alfred Barnard (1915-2002). He did not
complete his PhD at Princeton due to the war. He moved
to Imperial College after the war and stayed there until
1966 when he moved to Essex University.

B0scar Kempthorne (1921-2000). Born at St. Tudy of
Cornwall and studied at Cambridge. He went to Iowa
where in 1964 he became Distinguished Professor in
Sciences and Humanities.

* It is about the first parliamentary elections after the war
which were held by Sofouli’s government and in which
there was not participation from EAM and KKE. The
Varkiza Agreement of 1945 foresaw the sending of
observers among whom were Deming, Daly, Jessen,
Kempthorne & Neyman.

* The 1" GSI conference took place in Thessaloniki in
1985 and the 2™ at NTUA in 1988 (2-day conference on
Classical and Bayesian Statistics). The conference at
Yiannena took place in May 1990.

*% The first Congress was organized in Rome in 1887.
The 23" congress took place in Athens in 1936.
YFortunato Pesarin. Professor of Statistics, Dept of
Statistics, Padua University.

*® Enver Hoxha died in 1985 and the governance was
taken up by Ramiz Alia but the socio-political changes on
Eastern Europe had already started. After the 1992
elections Alia resigned and Berishia became the first
president of the post-communist era.

“Aris Liakos. Professor Emeritus of Psychiatry at the
Univ. of Ioannina and a Painter. His last exhibition took
place at Gallery Kourd at Lykabettus last December.
**The program was radically renewed recently, it was
enriched with a new direction in Statistical Methods in
Business Planning—Business Analytics and the minimum
duration of studies was reduced to 3 terms.

*'The Committee determines the curriculum and the
certification exams. Success at the exams is a prerequisite
for registration to the relevant Chamber.

32 Nikos A. Tambakis. Civil Engineer with a PhD on the
Philosophy of Sciences. Member of the Greek
Philosophical Society. He has published articles and
books on Quantum Physics & the Philosophy of Sciences.



Susan Dadakis Horn

Congratulations, Takis, on your lifetime
achievements and contributions to statistics
and the statistical community and a special
issue of Statistical Periscope in your honor.
This is a greeting from a colleague in your
distant past -- from the beginning of your
journey in statistics. We started our learning
and careers as statisticians when we were
both students in the Statistics Department at
Stanford University, Stanford, California.
The fact that we were both of Greek heritage
was an additional reason for us to become
good friends. Following my PhD graduation
from Stanford, we went to different
universities: [ went to The Johns Hopkins
School of Hygiene and Public Health,
Department of Biostatistics, and subsequently
to their Department of Health Policy and
Management, and you went to Iowa State
University to complete your PhD and
subsequently returned to Greece to pursue
your teaching and research. Applications of
statistics to the real world interested us both
and engaged us for the majority of our
careers. I often think of the wonderful times
we had together, thank you for them, and
wish you the best in your retirement.

Warm regards,

Susan Dadakis Horn

1993. From left:

F loree I§I ' Cénfe,
Demetriades, Athanasopoulos, Papaioannou, Nanopoulos,
Kourouklis, Zografos & Ferentinos.

®péoog IHamayyélov

Me tov Taxkn Ianroiodvvov fupoacte moiol
ovppoutntég oto Illavemomuo Abnvav ki
and 10Te pag ovvdéel Bepun ekia. IMaipvo
NV  €uKalpic. oVTOV TOV  OPLEPOUOTIKOD
TEVYOVG Yt vo dmynb® mov mpwrogida T
OVOULA TOV TPV YVOPIcH TOV 1010.

Tov  Iavovdpro 100 1957  €otaca
Kafvotepnpévos oty ABMva ylo va gyypopd
0TO TPATO £TOG TOL LOOMUOTIKOD TUNUOTOG,
Exovtog €161 yhoel OAeG TIC SLOAEEELG KL OAEG
TIC ePfooUadIiEC OOKNOES TOV TPDOTOL
axadnuoikov tpunvov. Ot tedevtaieg NTov
HIKPA  Ol0YOVICHOTAKIOL OTO  pabnpo g
(QUOIKNG Kl €mMpene PEYPL TO TELOG TOV £TOVG
VO GUUTANPOCOLUE UE  emrTLYio  €va
GUYKEKPLUEVO TOGOGTO O’ QVTA. XTO TPDOTOL
Vo dlaymvicuata wov £ypoyo Bempnoa OTL
ot Aoels pov Nrav opdtatec oA ot Padiol
OV PO VKOV GTT) GPaipa TNG AmOTVYIOGC.
AmopnpEVOC TYO VoL O® TOV TOVETIGTNULKO
ovvepyarn (Bonboi Aéyovtav 101€) TOL MTOV
vevBvvog  yioo ™ Pabpordoynon TV
aoKNoEWV. «Agv cog €ENyNoo», HoL AEEL,
«Omd TNV apyn TOL £TOVG, TAS VoL YWPILETE TO
YPOmTO GO ota 60V0 Kol TO» va YPAPETE TO
dedopéva, to Entodpeva, ™ Avon KAm.; Na
€00 éva vroderypatikd ypoantd». Kortdw to
ypantd Ko PAénm omdve to dvopo Tdakng
[Moamaioavvov. Babuodg dprota.

Avaroyilopor g amd tote MOV EEpw TOV
Téxn (yivape kot Koopmdpotr) n 60VAELL TOV
o’ Olo eivor vmoderypatikn (KL Oyl He TNV
gvvolo. TOv TOPUTAVE €MEGOOIOV) KL O
Babuog mov Tov a&ilel Yoo OAEG TIG TTVYEG TOV

2 épyov tov eivar 10 aplota. Nopilo mmg

OAOKANPOG O  OTOTIOTIKOC  KOOUOG NG
EMAGSag Eépetl kadvTepa amd péva 10 Pabud
0TOV 0moio £xel cLUPAAEL oTNV AvATTLEN TNG
GTOTIGTIKNG OTN YOPO Hag, Oxl LOVO amd
0éon Tov mavemoTNUOKOD SAGKAAOL OAAN

Kol cav dpooThAplo otékexog Tov EAAvikon

 Xratiotikod Ivetitovtov kat Tpecsfevthc TG
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= EAMMVIKNG OTOTIOTIKNG KOwOTNTaG O1ebvac.

[Tépa am’ v emomun, EEpel va PAEreL Kot
™ eadp1| mAevpd ¢ Long. Xaipopot Tov o
Yratiotiko epiokomio Tov Tipd.



Marlos Viana

I have had the privilege of Takis professional
collaboration and friendship since 2004 when
[ first met him while visiting at the
University of Piraeus.

Takis and I have offered together a number
of tutorials related to symmetry studies and
information statistics, often during the GSI
meetings and our collaboration has been both
fruitful and outreaching to many students and
colleagues.

His contributions to the teaching and research
in statistics and probability are well-known
and documented in his publications and
lecture notes. His textbooks on mathematical
statistics, biostatistics and business statistics
were of fundamental importance to a
generation of statisticians trained in Greece.

His leadership within the GSI has been
essential to the promotion and development
of the statistics profession within Greece and,
at the same time, in maintaining important
academic collaborations with institutions and
professionals abroad. His editorial projects
include many of the recent GSI’s proceedings
and the Dictionary of Statistical terms.

I also own to Takis one of my favorite Greek
101 stories: We all know that Takis cares
about his friends like dear brothers and
sisters- So once in Kastoria, I was left to take
a cab by myself and meet the group at a
restaurant and, as a good Brazilian, I thought
I could start a conversation with the driver.
As it turned out, with the obviously wrong
declination, I asked him whether / (and not
him) spoke English!!! The silence then
became yet deeper and 1 immediately
understood why Takis was so nervously
waiting and pacing at the door, justifiably
concerned about me and my Greek!!!

It has been a privilege coming to know Takis
and his family, and developing our friendship
over the years. He is certainly my favorite
Greek brother!
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Eric West

These memories of Takis will be purely
personal. Although we were both students of
Professor Oscar Kempthorne at lowa State at
the same time (late 60s), we never had the
opportunity to cooperate professionally. After
ISU, I returned to Canada and Takis went to
Athens (in the US state of Georgia!!). I guess
he was trying to get home, but took the
wrong plane! At Iowa State, we were both
foreign students and we shared many friendly
moments with Takis and Maria. I moved to
Montreal in 1972 and was thrilled when I
found Takis had joined McGill University in
the same city! Those were pleasant times, but
they did not last long, as Takis was lured
back to his homeland to his position at
loannina, where he spent a long and
productive career, as a leader in the growing
community of professional statisticians in
Greece and abroad. We were thrilled to visit
him there (in 1978-9, I think) and enjoyed a
lovely visit with him, Maria and their young
family. T still have a photo of our kids
dancing and holding wine glasses as we
attended a wine festival in Athens!

We lost track of each other for many years,
mainly because I moved so many times, but
we were always thrilled to get a card with
news of their life. We prayed for both of
them as Maria went through her medical
challenges and are happy that things are now
much better. We were pleased to learn of the
burgeoning careers and personal lives of
David and Vanessa and that Takis remains
active in “retirement”, including his recent
posting in Cyprus.

We are happy to join his many friends and
colleagues Worldwide in congratulating
Takis on this honour and in wishing him and
his family a happy and well-earned future.



Larry Wright

Takis Papaioannou has had a distinguished
career in mathematics and statistics. He has
published articles in a variety of fields,
including probability, actuarial science,
epidemiology, and medicine.

While these works are impressive, I wish to
comment here on my personal relationship
with Takis, and his service to the statistical
community.

I first met Takis in the Statistics Department
at the University of Arizona. Takis was a
Visiting Professor, and I had appointments in
The Mathematics and Statistics departments.
We became friends almost immediately.
Takis, Maria, Phopho (my Greek wife) and |
spent many evenings together, discussing
mathematics, statistics, politics, etc.

Since that time we have remained good
friends. I usually come to Greece in the
summer for 3-4 months. Many times the first
telephone call we get is from Takis and
Maria, asking us to get together for dinner or
drinks. There is nothing better than sitting
below the Acropolis in the evening and
having a great dinner with good friends!

As we all know, Takis has been in the
forefront when it comes to supporting
statistics in Greece. He has been Department
Head and Dean in programs at loannina and
Piraeus and has spent numerous hours to help
build these programs. I know from personal
experience that he has devoted many hours in
preparing conferences and meetings at both
Ioannina and Piracus. | was fortunate enough
to give talks at these schools. He has been a
friend to faculty members and students
wherever he is. In many ways I consider
Takis to be the best representative for Greek
statistics.

We look forward to seeing Takis and Maria
again in April.
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Vanamamalai Seshadri

Takis is one of the few working in an area
which is useful and at the same time quite
difficult. He has been through a lot in his life
and yet he has managed to come out of all his

difficulties with a smile.

I have great respect for his tenacity and wish

him a well earned retired life.

(1994) Ané tov zoprespi Tev TpLdvia gpivey Aatovpyies tov Ilevemernpiov Inavvivay. it
[Evcowviiépsvor kabBnymtic and dsiia:

T. ITengiwavvon (Koopfropeg Exokig Berikov Emornpay); K Lexaepilog (Aviinpitavng),
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